Thet Lalliopran.

fnitroduce you to all that is most worthy tho atiention of such a
distinguished foreigner.”

Our adventurer, accordingly, was presontly initiated in thoso
arts of luxury and pleasure which wero there swell understood.
He waz iotroduced, by kis obliging host, to their public games
and festivals, to their theatrical divorsions and convivial assem-
blies ; and he was just beginning to be in somo measure recon.
ciled to the manners anﬁ customs of our planct, strangely as
they differed from those of his owa, whea an incident occurred
which gave an entirloy new direction to his energies.

It was but a fow weeks after his arrival on our earth, when
walking in the cool of the day with his friend in the outskirts of
the city, his attention was arrested by the appearance of a spaci-
ouy onclosute near which they passed. He inquired the ‘use to
which it was appropriated.

“ [t is,” replied the nobleman,* a place of public interment.”

* I do not understand you,” said the stranger.

4 “dh” is the place,” repeated his friend, “ where we bury our
ead.

« BExcuse me, sir,” replied his companion with some embarr-
vssmont, * I must trouble you to cxpain yourself yet further,”
The nobloman repeated the information in still plainer terms.

stranger, turning deadly pate. % This must relate to something
of which [ was not only totally ignorant in my own world, but of
which I have as yet had no intimation in yonrs. I pray you,
therefore, to satisfy my curivsity ; for, if I have any clue to your
meaaing, this surely is 2 matier of more mighty concerment
than any to which vou have hitherto directed me.”

“My good friend ,” replicd the nobleman, % you rust be in-
deed a novice amongst us, if you have yet to Jearn, that we must
all, sooner or later, submit to take our place in these dismal
abodes; nor will I deny that it is one of the least desirable of
the circumstances which appertain to our condition ; for which
reason it is & matter rarely referred to in polished society ; and
this accounts for your being bitherto uninformed on the subject.
But {FUly; 51, i the YnTvﬁfﬁ%&ﬂé of the place Whence yoil ¢iune are
not linble to any similar mislortune, I advise you to betake your-
self back again with all speed ; for be assured there is no esca-
pe here; nor could I guarrantee your safety for a single hour.”

«Alas!” rcplied the adventurer, 1 must submit to the condi-
tions of my enterprise, of which, till now, I little understood the
import. But explain to me, I desecch you, something of the
naturc and consequences of this wondrous metamorphosis, and
tell me at what period it most commonly happens to man.”

While he thus spoke his voice faltered, and his whole frame
shook violently ; his countenance was pale as death, and a cold
dew stood in Jarge drops upon his forehead.

His companion finding the discourse becoming more serious
than was agreeable, declarad that ke must refer him to the
priests for further information, this subject being very much-out
of his province.

“How ! exclaimed the stranger, “ then I cannot have under-
stood you :—do the priests only die 7—are you not to die also 1”

His friend, evading these questions, hastily conducted his im-
portunate companion to cae of their magnificent temples, where
he gladly consigned him to the instructions of the priesthood.

T'he emotion which the stranger nad betrayed, when he rec-
cived the first idea of death, was yet slight, in comparison with
that which he experienced as soon as he gathered from the dis-
courses of the priests, some notion of immortalit= and of the
alternative of happiness or misery, n a future state. But this
agony of mind was exchanged for transport, when he learned
that, by the performance of certain -onditions before death, the
state of happiuess might be sccured. His cagerness to learn
the nature of these terms excited the surprise and even the con.
tempt of his sacred teachers. They advised him to remain
satisfied for the present with the instructions he had received,
and to defer the remainder of the discussion till the morrow.
j “How !” exclaimed the novice, “say you not death may
olfs come at any hour 2—may it not then come this hour?—and whut

i it should come before | have performed these conditions!
\B( Oh! v:r’i’thhold not this excellent knowledge from me & single mo.
ment !
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“I am still at a loss to comprehend you perfectly,” said the

The priests ther procecded to explain theie Theology to thoir
attentive auditor ; but who shall describe the ccstacy of his hap-
pincss, when he was given to understand that tho required con.
ditions were, gonerally, of easy und pleasant performance ; and
that the occasional difficultics or inconveniences which might
attend them, would entirely coase with the short term of his
carthly existence ! |

From that period, continues tho legend, tho stranger dovoted
himself to the performance of those conditions, on which, he
was told, his future welfare depended.  If over ho wos tempted
for @ moment to violate any of the conditions of his future hap. !
piness, he bewailed his own madness with agonising omotions; |
and to all the invitations he received from others to do any |,
thing inconsistent with his rdal interests, ho had but ono &h- i
swer,—* Oh 1" ho would say, “ I am to dic '—I am to die!”
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Ty whirls round his circle, his years roll away, ,
But the Gray Forest Eaglo minds attle his sway ;

‘The child epurns its buds for youth's thorn.hidden bloon,

Sccks manhood's bright phantoms, finds ago cnd a tomb ;

But tho cagle's eyo dims not, his wing is unbow'd,

Sitill drinks he the sunshino, still scales ho the cloud !

The green tiny pine shrub points up from the moss,

The wren's foot would cover it, tripping across;

‘The beechnut down dropping would crush it beneath,

But "tis warm’d with heaven’s sunshine and fann'd by ity breath;
The scescns fly past it, its hoad is on high,

Its thick branches challengo each mood of tho sky ;

On its rough bark the moss a green mantle creates,

And the deor from his antlers the velvet down grates:

Timo withors its roots, it lifts sadly in air

A trunk dry and wasted, a top jagged and bare,

Till it rocks in the soft breeze, and crashes to earth,

Its brown fragmonts strewing the pluce of its birth,

Tho ¢agle has seon it Wpstruggling to sight,

Heo hoo econ it defying the storm in its might,

Then prostrate, soil.blended, with plants sprouting o'er,

But the Gray Foreat Eagle is still as of yore.

His flamiog oye dims not, his wing is unbow'd,

Still drinks he the sunshine, still scales he the ¢loud ¢

Hoe has seen from his eyrie the forest below, \
In bud and in leaf, robed with crimson and snow,
The thickets, deep welf.lairs, the high crag his throne,
Angd the shriek of the panther has answer’d his own. .
He has scen the wild red man the lord of the shades, i
And the smoke of his wigwams curl’d thick in the glades;
Ho has scen the proud forest melt breath.like away,

And the breast of the earth lying baro to tho day :

He sces the greon meadow.grass hiding the lar,

And his crag-throno spread naked to sun and to air;

And his shrick is now answer’d, while sweeping along,

By the low of the herd and the husbandman’s song ;

He has seen the wild red man swept off by his foes,

And he sces dome and roof where those smokes once arose ;
But his flaming eyc dims not, his wing is unbow'd,

8till drinks he the sunshine, stili scales he the cloud !

An emblem of Freedom, stern, haughty, and high,

Is tho Gray Forest Eagle, that king of the sky!

1t scorns the bright aceaes, the gay places of carth~—

By the mountain oud terrent it springs into birth;

There, rock’d by the whitlwind, baptized in the foam, 1
It's guarded and cherish'd, and there is its homo! Al
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Wasx the interesting bird, named from its cry the corncrake, is ?
alarmed, 1t has the instinct, in common with other animals, and. 1
especially inscets, to fuign death. A geatleman had one brought  |!
him by his dog; it was dead to all appearance. As it lay on |
the ground he turned it over with his foot; he was convinced it |1
was dead.  Stnding by, however, some time in silence, he sud- ]
denly saw it open one cye. He then took itup, its head fell, its |
legs hung down, it appeared again totally dead. He then put it |
into his pocket, and before very long, he felt it all alive, and \].
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struggling to escape ; he took it out, 1t was lifeless as hefore.
He then laid it on the ground, and retired to some distance ; in
about five minutes it warily raised its head, looked round, and
decamped at full speed.—E. G. Ballard.
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