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and in this year of grace 1873, who “without fee, or hope of re-
ward * conscientiously belivve, and could give reasons, weighty and
potent in theory, that a number of eg., our public men are afilicted
with monomnia, and hence latyidly irresponsible creatures, objects
of pity. This state is cawly simulated. A few months ago, a
clever reporter ot the New Yotk Zridwne feigned meanity  He
went to & hotel=catled for *hippoputamus soup’~—wanted to take the
first express tron to the moon—had a notion that suicide would be
pleasant by jumping out of a third story window— srightened a
medical student, who was sent to watch him and note symptoms
and signs, neasly out of Iy senses—made a stout Hibernian ser-
ant cny fire, to awahen at midnight the hundreds of lodgers in the
hotet for fear of bis hte—stafied the piftow in bis mouth to prevent
limscle from laughing, was theught to be 1n a paroxysm of rage—
was patted on the bead by far hands, and soothed to quiciude by
soft words, e got Ins pulse up to 140 by indulging in bursts of
fury, and decewved two clever phystcians, and one “stupid,” all of
whum made affidisits that he was insane.  The Dr of Blooming-
dale Asylum roted hun as a dangerons character, and put him
among yellng mamiacs for diys, yet all was “a delusion and 2
snare.”  Had this man cottemiplated and executed murder, imme:
dstely betore, or dunng thas tune, using this madness as a cloak,
these medical gentlemen could have ginen evidence as to his
insamaty, sufficiently strong to clear him. This matter has become
senous, and among onr naghbouts a plague spot in junsprudence.
Mrs. Farr shoots her paramour through jealousy, and 1s proved to
have been impeliec by msane impulse.  Stokes puts a bultet through
Fisk from blind hate, and the same pleasurged  Richardson is
shot in the N. Y Zribune office, by a maddened and divoreed hus-
band, and the insane defence frees him from a just retribution.
Dozens of such instances might be ated.  One hundred and ten
d: and i have been img d i New York dur
ing the last cighteen months, and of these, 40 per cent h ve entered,
o1 are entenng a plea of nox compes mentis.  How can medical evi-
dence rebut such an argument, or arnve ata solution of the com-
plex problem, sceing that human skill and experience know so little
of its sccret workings 2 The law virtually puts doctors on a par
" with any other observers, and lly says in sub
“while great respect should be pmd to experts, their cvi-




