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NEUROPATHIC WARDS IN GENERAL HOSPJTALS.*

]3Y OA2NL IE1S .D., TOR~ONTO.

3lfr. .Prcsident: As functiomal nervous diseases have of late
occupied a proininent place in the advaîîce of moedicine, I thought
a few remarks on the practical resuit of their treatmenit for the
past two years in the special dcpartrncnt of a general hospital,
miglit be of interest t6 this Association. :

1 may first say that 1 advocated the formation of neuropathic
wards in general hospitals prinmarily, in the belief that a practical
neans -%ould thus bc found for the prevention of the most serious

disease -%vhich not only the physician but the State has to contend

1 would ihere state that by the word " insanity," as used in this
paper, I -\would rcfer only to the acule iiisanities, the psycho-

nu Ozsof Kaýfft-bim g; and] by functional nervous disease, to
tilose forms especially of so-called nleurasthenia, iii w,,hich psychi-
ec.41 symptomns predominate, or, as it mnight be termed, acute psy-
chasthenia. The chronie insanities, sucli as dementia, precox, etc.,
are hot included.

WiGh the many other beneficial resuits, which arise froin the
tî'eatrnent of those functional nervous diseases, in a special de-
pa-rtment of a general hospital, which do not tend iminediately
t('wards insanity in thecir onwxard cour~se, I -wilI not detain you.

I would like 6irst to direct your attention to the question of the
prophylaxis of ilisanity froin a neurological point of view, viz.,
by begimming at the earlicst stage of the developmnent of nervous

e nead at the sixty-fourth animal meeting of tho Arnorican Medico-Psyclhological
A';sociation, Cincinnati, Mey 12, 1908.


