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In conclusion, it should not be forgotten
that, in many cases, the distension of the blad-
der has simulated an ovarian cyst, and that the
previous use of the catheter is necessary to a
diagnosis.—Jfour. de M éd.

CHOLERA AND IMPORTED RAGS.

New YORK, October 25, 1892.
7o the Editor of the :
" New York Medical Journal:

Sir: Isend your herewith copies of my cor-
respondence with .Dr. Hamilton.
oblige me very much by publishing as much of
it as you think proper.

AUGUSTINE SMITH.

“1ro Nas5AU STREET, New YORK,
September 22, 1892.

“ ArLan McLawe Hasmivron, M.D.,
“Secretary of the Medical Advisory Com-
mittee of the Chamber of Commerce.

“Dear Sir: In the report prepared by
your committee, and submitted to the Chamber
of Commerce, regarding the quarantine of pas-
sengers and the disinfection of merchandise
arriving at this port, I find the following state-
ment of opinion :

¢ A thurough, prolonged, intelligent expo-
sure of rags tn live steam, or prolonged boil-
ing, are the ouly methiods known to ts by which
they may be rendered absolutely safe.’ . .. | -

‘“Asa member of the American Paper Manu-
facturers’ Association, and as chairman of a
committee appointed at the fifteenth annual
meeting of the association, held at Saratoga on
the 27th of July last, to submit to the TreaSury
Department the views of the association regard-
ing the possibility of infectious ‘diseases Dbeing
brought to this country in imported rags, I am
Immegdiately interested in the question concern-
ing which your committee has expressed its opin
ion. Iam also a member of the Chamber of
Commerce, in which the matiers treated of in
your report have recently been discussed.

“ The American Paper Manufacturers’ Asso-
ciation represents 1,200 paper mills, employing
over 100,000 operativés, and having an invested
capital of $50,000,000. The ‘raw material of
thisindustry to a considerable extent consists of
rags gathered in foreign countries and import-
ed in- bales., The statement' I have quoted
from your report leaves it to be inferred that
your committee regards imported rags as a class
of merchandise from which infection ‘is to be
feared. In order that the association of which
L am a member and the committee of which I
am chairman may be enabled to take the pro-
Per steps to protect the employees in the paper-
making industry from this danger, if such danger
exists, I would thank you to coi imunicate 16 me

any evidence your committee may have that the -

You will

infection of Asiatic cholera has ever been
brought into this country in imported rags, or
that any case of the disease has ever been traced
to that source. : -

‘ “1 remain respectfully yous,

. , - % AUGUSTINE SMiTH.”

“ 110 Nassau StreeT, NEw VoK,
) September 27, 1892.
“Arvan McLawe Haminton, M.D.,

“ Secretary of the Medical Auvisory Commit-
tec of the Chamber of Commerce. . ‘

“ DEAR SIR : I inclosé a letter I have received
from Mr. William T. Barker, of Boston, secre-
tary of the Committee of the American Paper
Manufacturers’ Association, of which I am
chairman.

-¢“Mr. Barker desires me-.to forward to him
a copy of your reply to my letter of September
2znd, requesting you ¢ to communicate to meany
evidence your committee may have that the
infection of Asiatic cholera has ever been
brought into this couniry in im»orted rags, or
that any case of the discase has ever been traced
to that source. :

- I have as yetreceived no reply to my letter
of September 22nd, and beg to remind you that
the committee of our association is auxious to
receive the information asked for at as eatly a
moment as you can find itconvenlent 10 reply
to my communication. The American Paper
Manufacturers’ Association is naturally desirous
of full information on this pointin order that it
may take measures to guard against the danger,
ifitis shown'that any such'danger exists. On
the other hand, if there is no evidence that im-
ported rags are a source of cholera infection,
a statement of that fact will relieve the avxiery
of the associationiand of the public, which has

:been aroused to some degree by assertions im-
plying that bales of rags were a medium through
which Asiatic cholera might enter the country.

. “¥ I remain respectfully -yours,

! “ AUGUSIINE SMITH. ”

-“THE AMERICAN PAPER MANUFACIURERS

-ASSOCIATION, .. -~ . '
““ BosLON, September 24,1892,
“ Aucusiive SmITH, Esq.

“““DEeaR SR : Yours of tlie 231d athand, with
copy of your letter te Dr. Hamilton., 1shall be
pleased to receive a copy of his. reply; and
should you deem a meeting of. our commitiee de-

sirable, I trust you will let me know.. . -« -
: “ WirriaM T. BARKER, Sesretary,”

““ 20 EAST T WENTY-NINTH STREET,
: “.Nuwr VORK, Seplember 29, 1892.
“ AUGUSTINE Smits, EsQ., 110 Nassaxn Street.
"« DEAR SIR :1 ain in reéceipt of your commun-

“icatién and, in reply, would refer you toreport



