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consists—it 18 evident that the scarch must” e directed towards cicher
o essential or meidentid constituents of the blowd.  Nuunon aives strong
T, 1eoms fur concluding, that neithier the hlowd carpiseles nor the saltsean
e tne ingredients m quesuen, inasmuch as thar exhauston or material
aiteration wouald of necessity prove fatal.  Ie thinks that it will be
sound, more probably, among the effete mattors of the tissues, some of
these existing in the system ouly once duning life, and hence, when re-
* moved, can never be replacod.  Such are the waste materials of the
temporary cartilages, the thywmus gland, &c., and some of these might be
supposel to constitute the habihty to such diseases as veeur only oner 1
Life.

But it is not nceessary for the explanation of these latter discases, that
their internal cause should be produced only at one partienlar period of
life; for, us suzeested by Mr. Paget in his lectiires on suraical pathology,
tie immumity from fature attacks may depend on what he calls—the as-
sumilative power of the bivod.  Thus, when tle structare of a part has
beeun altered by disease or iujury, as in scars, indurations, &e., the altered
texture continues to e nourished, and its particular structure to be per-
petuated, in the same way as normal tissue.  So, also, when the consti-
tution of the Llood has been changed by any of these diseases, this assi-
milative power mantains it in its altercd conditicn, as it formerly main-
tained 1t 1n its natural state.

But there is a constant tendency in the system, in these cases toreturn
to the normal condition.  Scasrs in process «f time Lecome lessened or
obliterated, and indurations beeome softened and removed, so also the
altercd coustitution of the Llood produced by tliese diseuses, may in pro-
cess of time gradually cuiside,and finally altogctlier disappear ; thus
accounting {or the wearing cut of tne protection aflorded by vaccination,
and the recurrence of small pox or measl s, a sccond or even a third
unie.

A stroug reason for supposing the suseeptibility to these discases to
depend upon the dlitte matters of the tissues, is, 1hat the accumulation
of these matters in the system is well known to ereate a predispesition 1o
the attack of cpidemic and contagious di awc 3 thus, these diseases are
generally found to break ont first, and to Y.¢ most severe, in thore locali-
ties where impure air, .mperfect ventilation, &c., prevent the jroper
elimination of these matters from the blocd. €0 nlso with great muscu-
lar exertion, from the waste which it causes in the tissue. The influ-
ence which these matters have jn prometing the tendency to the acecs-
sicn of. zymotic diseases, with the conditions which favor their accumu-
lation in the system, are well given, in a puper by Dr. Carpenter, an



