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on both the living and dead bome. No doubt such an investigation
could pot be placed in better hands than Mr. Savery’s.

Mr. Savory said he considered it best in the paper simply to demon-
strate the fact that the absorption of dead bone is determined by the pres-
sure to which it is subjected. Inworking at the matter, of course he had
thought of the nature of the influence thus exercised, but he did not con-
gider any opinion which he might have formed on the subject worth ex-
pressing. 'The question was not in relation to the absorption of bome,
whether living or dead, but to the effect of pressure on the absorption of
deal bone. 'With respect to the case Mr. Solly mentioned, it was not
enough to show that dead portions of bone bore evidence of having heen
partially absorbed , it must be shown that such absorption occurred after
the desth of the bome, and thus independently of all pressure. Mr.
Savory defended the use of the word “absorption.” He had not em-
ployed the term without foreseeing the objection that might be urged
against it; and so he bad been careful to relate how, in some of the ex-
periments, the wounds at onee closed, and completely healed without any
discharge or other means by which disintegrated fragments of bone might
have escaped. Moreover, if the preparations were examined it would be
seen that, in some of them, the portions of dead bone which had been re-
moved could not have eseaped, for the holes were tightly plugged by the
pegs which had been driven in. With reference to the destination of
the bone which disappears in disease, Mr. Savory thought that the evi-
dence advanced to prove that thisis always disintegrated and cast out,
was upsatisfactory and inconclusive. Of course, in some forms of ulcer-
ation of bone, as in phagedenic ulcers of soft parts, disintegrating frag-
ments might perish and escape; but in other less destructive forms of
uleeration bone might disappear through absorption. Much had been
made of the fact that the discharge from carious bone contains an un-
usual abundance of phosphate of lime, this being supposed to represent
the dissolved osseous tissue. But while, on the one hand, this would
prove too much, the proportion of bone which disappears not being equal
to the quantity of phosphate of lime discharged, on the other hand, 8
better, a more philosophical explanation of the fact might be given. | As
in health each part assimilates to itself from the blood its own proper
constituents, sc in abnormal forms of nutritition it was reasonable to
belicve that the material farnished by different structures would present
characters of composition more or less corresponding with those of the
tissue whence it proceeded. Be this as it might, however, in some 4%
least of the experiments described there was no means by which the por-
tion of bone which had disappeared could have escaped externally. —2Med.
-Times and Gazetie, March b, 1864. v



