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ity-how is it possible that this can be admitted ns a correct idea.
iSuppose a spark of tire to tuch ithe tuiica conju'ctive, Ur suippose
with a needle we prck teli web of a fruows foot, or take any other de-
heately sensible part ot the body, and sudden appil a ponrill sti-
inulus: the consequnce is ltiaîîmmatiotn excitei ahm t m an imstant.
What lias tins to du with % useaiy ou tue Ibood I ]u 1 tu i i izssdity,
noreover, accoint for incrrased tetiwu 1 lthe sensationl of miierensed
lcat? the brirlit scurlet apperamnce oi tue part ? u lich shotuld rather
be of a duliqi leaiden hue. w ere .i>cnutlw tie cause, the pain, Ur cxci-
ted sensation, which itshutd cuther be d d, liait ealte-.-the geier-
ai febrile synptomis w lAteince attel i and the frttluntit destruction
of the part Iron over-ec.ited action \ seidity m il îte er account
for these.

The error loci, too, ansig from the oo»tructon o )crepiraton?, is
an equaliy intenable docirme. 1 I under.sand it arsght, t cry tirne
any part of, or even the vhle budy, is exposcd to a suddenî check of
perspiration, so Olten nust inllanmai in iio lw. Suppse, fl.r instance,
the hand at any time to ie cu% cred m itit perspiratory muisture, cve ry
pore of the skim open, dilate, and perspairmîg irecly , the land is
siddenly plunged mto cold water, the perspîiration is immnedîately
checked ; dilation o the extreme vessels shoutid namaînediately occur;
error loct and Inflamnation: how absurd and how intrue is tlis. Do
we not know, that it is a conmon practice u ith suine nations. the Rus-
sians ma particutar. to leave their u arm laths (e ery porc ofi the euti-
cle pournng out perspiration), and roll tieinsî.ces in sowu , alternately
repeatmng the bath and the snow for lours togethir 1 and this they do
with inptnity, notwithstandmng that excry change frum the une to the
other should, according to this doctrine, excite Intilanmatiun from
head to foot. in tact the idea is absurd ; the theory tou cunfincd ; the
error loc is true enougn-we ail can tibserve that-btt the cause of
that error loci can never be explamiîed by such a suppusîtion.

Dr. Ctllen attrbutes the proxinate cause ut Inflammation to a.
spasn of the extrerne arteries, supportîng an increased actton in
the course of them; and itirther lie goes on to ste, - the vis medica-
trix naturm increases still more the action of the vessels." Ris own
words run thus: " A spasn ai the extreine arteries, supiilrtinjg an in-
creased action in hie ecurse of them, iiay therdfore lie considered
as the proxinate cause ot Inlammatwon, at least in all cases niot
arising from direct stimuli applhed." Let us expblun this doctrine
by other language, and see how it wl read. It is adrmitted by all
that in Inflammation the red particles of blood have forced their
way into a channei through whiich they do not fluw naturally. li
short, accordng to the school tern, there is an error loci, and ia
this error locr consists the essence oi the disease ; tndeed, w lien
once effected, Indam mation exists in all ils essentials. But Dr. Cul-
len says this error locz. or congestion, is the cause of the spasm.
How, then, can the spasm be the cause of its cause-that is, the
congestion ? The idea is altogether founded in error, and Dr. Cullen
has totally forgotten the relative situations of cause and effect. In
homely language, he has put the cart before the horse. After all,


