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of other species, lier attractive powver, as showvn I think by the experi-
ments quoted, affecting the miaies of lier own species oniy. 'Tierefore I
cannot see how the scarcity of any species of Atticii wvouid be the means
of producing hybrids ; sureiy the absence of the maies of one species
%vouid flot increasc the attractive powvers of the femiale to such an extent
as to affect the maies of another species; if so, wvhy did flot the female
pr-omlethea exposed by '.\r.' Bethiune attract sonme of the maie cecro ias that
carne so frcely to their own female.

Thiere is another point to be considered in this comparison of birds
and nuoths. Diiring the breeding season a pack of Grouse consists of one
maie and s * verai feniaies, therefore if hiaif of the pack wvere kiiied by
hunting, the maie would in ail probability be amongst them. But in the
maths the sexes are, I believe, nearly equal, and even if a species wvas
extensiveiy damiaged by parasités, wve have no reason for thinking that
both. sexes ivould flot be represented by the fewv that escaped the attacks
of their enemies, in which case there wvouid be no need of their recurring
ta another sl)ecies.

Dr. Hagen says that in the ye-ar that coliilia wvas taken in Mainie, the
Attieji were extensîveiy tttaclked by parasites in that neighbôrhood. lIn
this locaiity (Montreal) in 1874, the year that Mr. Pearson found
colzimbia, the Atticii were remarkabiy free from parasites; I do not think
there was more than one in eighit affected. Mr. Pearson fonnd five
cocoons of pronethea (it is ailvays rare heT.e), four of which produced the
rnoth; the other was dead in the chrysalis, but had flot been attacked by
parasites. Mr. Pearson also found 'twelve cocoons of cecroj5it on one
tree, ail of which produced the moth, and froin a large number of cocoons
of cecroj5ia and polyblheits, taken in various places around Montreal, the
number affected by parasites wvas comparativeiy smaii.

J suppose the reason that cecropia and promethea are selected as the
parents of coZumbia is thiat the dark color of the latter bears a sliglit
reserabiance to the smioky color of the ina/e pronzetlîea, but hiow is it that
there is no trace of the faicate l)rilnaries of that insect in ei/zer sex of
colinbia, and how is it that in colunibia there is no trace of the very
içeiiarkabile mariner in which the cocoon of p5roniel/hec is attached to its
food plant ?

Dr. Hagen mentions several instances of hybrids having occurred
ainongst the Atticil wvhiIc iii confinement. I do not think inmch import-
ance shouid be attachied to this circumstancc, as tlic interbreedirig of


