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the gaps existing in the knowledge of the history and earlier stages of
this bcetle. Our most skilled field observers tried thieir hands in this
investigation, scores of beavers were carefully combed from head to tail,
the contents and surrcundings of beaver denis, either of a dry, rnoist or wet
nature, %vere tfîoronghly sifted, then Ipackzed up, shipped to Washinigton
and biere agrain subjected to the closest scrLltiny. Ail of no avail ; our
knioiwledge of the natural history of Piatybsyliiis bias not advanced a
single step ; even that nîysterious object the Ilultimate larva" lias neyer
been found or seen agrain, and stands out prominently as a sad example
of disconnected solitude.

American contributions towvards a classification of Coleopterous larvoe
are very fewv, but ive have a large number of scattered descriptions of
single species. Sonme of this descriptive wvork lias been excelleiitly done,
but a large proportion of these descriptions, both in scientific and
econoinic literature, leaves mucli to be desired. Thiere seems to be a
notion on the part of some wvriters that it is a meritorious thing to drav
up as quickly as p)ossible and 1)ublish a description of any Coleopterous
larva. If wve examine sucb descriptions it wvill be found that they are
no'% of any popular value because the untrained reac.ler cannot understand
themi anyhoiv ; xîor are tbey of any scientific value because the student
cannot find any tan.gible points iii tliem. Suci ivriters do niot seemn to
be awvare of the fact that there are many Coleopterous larvie provided
%vith six legs, the body being more or less flattened, the hiead a little
darker and the thoracic segments a. littie longer than the abdominal
segments, w'hich are more or less transversely wrinkled. Quite a number
of larve also have a Y-9lîaped mark on the hiead. Muchi better descrip-
tions than those just characterized were excusable in bygone times Mihen
there wvas little knowvn of tbe classification of Coleopterous larvie, or Mvien
'vhat little tbiere hiad been publishied xvas generally not accessible to the
Amierican entomologist ; but to-day iere, iii the works of Perris and
Sclîiodte, we have safe guides to the classification of Coleopterous larvoe
of many families, descriptions of such larvw, shonld no longer be the
result of momentary impulse but of a good deal of study and con-parison.

It iih take many years of liard wvork before the biologrical rnaterial
accnmulated iii the collections rnentioied above can be adequately
wvorked up, and this work wvill be the more retarded, in niy opinion,
because I fully side ivith those wvho believe that at the presenit state of
biologic scien.ce descriptions of Coleopterous larvýe onghit to be açcom-


