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Hoddu-dom, both of which wers published in the following year.
In the 1ibrary at Wesiminster School is a small portion of a form
which beara, 10 upright letters, the name 1. DRYDIN, believed to
have bewn cut by the boy-puet with a penkuife ¢ it is kept caced
in glass, and 18 ornamented with gold and diamonds, Thers was
also within the present century 1o be seen the poet’s name written
upon the wall of a room in the Manor House, Chiswick, which
was frequently sesorted to by Busby aud his pupils. Dryden cume
up as a Westminster scholar to Trututy College, Cambridge, May
11, 1660. Of his career ut College, almost the only notice in the |
archives is dated July 19, 1652: <« put out of Commons for a
forimght at least,® confined to the walls, and sentenced to read &
confession of h s crime at the fellowa’ tble during dinner-tnme—
thus otlence beiu% disobedience to tha vice-master, and *contu-
macy in takmg the punishment inflicted by him.” He took his
degree of Bachielor of Arts, and was made Master of Arts, but never
becine a Fellow of the College : and he always entertaned feel-
wgs of avaision for Cambridge, which he did uot hesitate 10 avow
in the Pralogues he wrote many years afterwards for delivery at
Oxl"qnl. Dryden has left these interesting moworials of his early
studies :—
¢ For my own part, who must confess it to my shame, that I
never read anything but for plensure, history has always been the
most delighuful entertainment of my life.”>—Life of Plutarch, 1683.
¢ | had read Polybius in English, with the pleasure of a bay,
before | was ten years of age.”—Character of Polybius, 1692.
Hence Dryden 1s concluded to have spent more tine over Thuey-
dides, Tacitus, and the rest of the Greek and Roman historians,
than he gave up to the poets, ancient or modem. He cultivated
slowly the puetical faculty she was nearly thirty years of age before
he pubhished his poem on the death of Ciomwell ; and Tis eirly
productions followed euch other at long intervals. His Essay on
Drumatic Poesy, elegantly written, is the earliest regular work of
the kiud iu the language, and contains the manly avowal—the first
after the Restoration—of the supremacy of Shakspeare. Diyden’s
languuge, like his thongts, is truly English: his verse flows with
natural freedom and maanificence ; his satire is keen and wrench-
ant ; and the style of his prose is easy, natural, and graceful. He
was made Poet-Laureate, but deg)rived of his office by the Revo-
lution, ¢« The prose of Dryden,” says Sir Walter Stott, ¢ may
rank with the best in the English language. It is no less of his
own formation than his vemification ; is equally spirited and equally
harmonious.”

CXL
SIR CHRISTOPHER WREN AT WESTMINSTER AND OXFORD.

Thousands of the indwellers of the capitat which Sir Christopher
Wren has adorned with nro fewer than forty public buitdings, are,
probably, unacquainted with the exient and variety of the ubilities
am! acquirements of this great architect and excellent man  3el-
dom has the piomise of youth been so well redeemed as in Wren.
He was born in 1632, at East Knoyle, in Wilishire, of which parish
his father was then rector. He was a small and weakly child,
whoss rearing required much care. He was educated at home by
his father and
care of Dr. Busby, at Westminster School, having at the same time
Dr Holder as a mathematical tator. Aubrey describes young Wren
as «a youth of prodigious invemive wit,”? of wnom Holder * was
as tender u6 if he had been his own child, who gave him his firs:
introduction into Geomelry and Ardhmetic ; and when he was a
young scholar at the University of Oxford, was a very necessary
and kind friend.”” The firat-fruits of young Wren’s inventive
faculty was put forth in 1645, in his thirteenth year, by the pro-
duction of a new astrouomical instrument, which ke dedicated 10
his father, with a dutiful Latin address, and eizhteen hexameter
verses.  This inveution was fallowed vp by an exercise in physics,
on the origin of rivers, and by the invention of a pnenmatic engine,
and a peculiar mstrument in gnomowmes. His mund npened 3urly
into maturity and strength ; he loved the classics ; but mathemativs
and astronomy were from the first lus favourite pursuits.

In hi< fourtcenth year, Wren was admitted as a gentlemen-
commoner at Wadham College, Oxford, where, by his acquire-
ments and inventions  he gained the tnendship of Dr. Wilkins,

a private tutor, until he was placed under the special | above him,

patent for an instrament to write with two pens at the same time;
and he invented a weather-clock, and au instrument wherewith to
write in the dark.

In 1654, Evelyn visited Oxford, and went 1o All-Souls, where
he says, I eaw thas miracle of a youth, Christopher Wren”? He
ravked high mn his knowledge of anatomical science ; he miade the
drawings for Dr. Wilkins’s ‘Treatise on the Bramn; and he was the
ongimator of the physiological experiment of injecting varions liquors
into the veins of hiving animals, In 1653, he was elected n Fellow
of All-Souls; and by the time that he had auained his twenty-
founth year, his name had gone uver Enrope, and he was consulered
a3 one of that band of eminent nien whose discoveries were rising
the fane of English soience. 1n 1657, he wus appownted Professo;
of As\ronomg a1 Gresham College ; three years lawer, Savihan £ro.
fessor at Oxford § and recejved the degree of D C. L. sn 1661.
was after delivering his lecture on Astronomy ut Gresham Coliege,
on Nov. 28, 1660, that the foundation of the Roya Society was
discussed ; and ats archives bear the amplest tstimony to hi
knowledge and industry, as exhibited in s commentaries on
almost every subject counected with scivnce and art.  His inven.
tior:s and discoverios alone are said to amount to tifty-threa.

Wren's scientific reputation probably led to his being, in 1661,
appointed assistant to Sir Jobt. Denham, the Surveyor-General
aml in 1663, he was commussioned to survey and report upon
St. Paul’s Cathedral, with a view to its restoralion, or rather, the
rebuilding of the body of the fabric. The Great Fire decided the
long-debated question whether there should be u new cathedral,
He was the worst paid architeet of whom we have any record:
his salary as architect of St, Paul’s wa« only 200L a zvear; s pay
(or rebuilding the churches in the city was only 1004 a year; amd
1t is related that on his completion of the beauuful chutch of .
Stephen, Walbrook, the parishioners presented s wife with 20
gwmineas !

With all these architectural pursmits, Wren found time to preside
at the Royal Society, and take part in experimens: many greal
men have shed lustre upon 1its chair j few to a greater degres than
Sir Christopher Wren.

CXIL
NEWTON AT GRANTHAM AND CAMBRIDGE.

The childhood and education of that master-mind which, by the
establishment of the theory of Gravitation, ¢ immortalized his name,
and perpetuated the intellectual glory of his countty, next demand
our attention. {sanc Newton was born in 1642, in the manor-
house of Woolsthorpe, close to the village of Colsterwosth, about
siv miles south of Grantham, in Lincolnshire. He was a posthu-
mous child, and was of sach a diminutive size when born, that he
might have been pw into a guart mug. At the usval age he was
gent 1o two small day-schools at Skiiington and Stoke, two hamlets
uear Woolsthorpe, ana here he was taught reading, writing, and
arithmetic. At the age of 1welve he was sent to the grammar-
school at Grantham. According to his awn confession, Newton
was extremely inattentive to his studies, and stood very low in the
schoof. When he was last in the lowermost form but one, the boy
as they were going to srhool, kicked him on the sto-
mach ; Newton subsequently challenged the boy to fight, the com-
bat took place in the churchyard, aud Newton was the victor; his
antagonist still stood above him in the form, until, after many a
sevete strugzle, Newton not only gained the individual victery, but
rose to the highest place in the school. .

Newton had not long been at schoo! before he exhibited a taste
tor mechanical inventions. With the aid of litile saws, hammers,
hatchets, and other tools, during his play-hours, he censtrucied
modets of known machines and amusing contrivances ; as a4 wind-
mill, a water-clock, and a carriage, to be moved by the person
who sat in it ; and by watching the workmen in erecting a wind-
mill near Grantham, Newton acquired such knowledge at s
mechanism, that he completed a large woi king model of 1t, which
was frequently placed upon the top of the house in which Newion
lived at Grantham, and was put_in motion by the action of the
wind upon its sails. Although Newton was at this time a ¢ sober,
sitent, and thinking lad,” who never took part in the games of his

Seih W.rd (Bishop of Salisbury,) Hooke, whom he assisted in his
Micrographia, and other eminent scientific men, whase meetings
laid 1he foundation of the Royal Society. [n his fifteenth year, he
Hans ated Ougatred’s Genmetical Dealling into Lutin ; and about
th s time he made 2 reflecuing diat for the eeiling of a room, em

betiish o with figures represeuting astronomy and g ometry, with
their attributes, tastefully drawn with 2 pen. He next took out a

schoolfellows, but employed all his leisure huurs in «¢ knecking and
hammering in his lodging-room,” yet he occasionally taught the
buys to « play philosophicaliy.”” H. intioduced the flying ot papet
kites, and is said to have investigated their best forms and pro-
pori on~, as well as the number and pusition of the points to which
the string should be anached. He constructed al-o lanterns of
«crimpled paper,’” in whick he placed a can.le, to light him 10
school in the dark winter mormings; and in dark nights he tied




