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even the busiest- of gaod men, may nîo doubt make bis selection of
books ta be read and approved froin a pretty wvide range, as thet Iist
af works that carr'ot fail ta improve any mmnd is large and icr-cas-
iiig. But there are certain books whichi, an account of their comn-
nianding position iii the world of letters and bccause of the moral
and religious standpoint occupied by Lheir autho-rs, dlaim. at once
the attention off ail earniest nmen, and, w'hat is more important stili,
challenge a decisian as ta thecir nierits, and seemn ta insist thiat we

takea sandforor gainst them as weigh ty forces in the moral
world. Pre-erninent amongy modern works which thius excite aur
interest and dlaim aur suffrages are the writings of thiat -%vonderful
wvoman, the late Mrs. Cross, knawn ta tlie world as George Eliot.
1-er warks are unique amang the intellectual products of ibis
century both for their cammanding force cf aecinus and for thicir
singularly mioral makie up) and substance. LiteraTy -works to the
serious man are of significance in proportion to thet reveilatians
which thev niake of human nature, and their analysis of humnan
motive and conduct in typical instances, and the farce and fidelity

'ihwhich they apply the mroral test ta ail actions in things great
or sinall. Nom is any apalogy îîecded now-a-days for includingy the
novel among the classes of books that mnay have great moral
influence. The necessity of -the novel for nmoderrn life is uîîivcrsally
recognriized, and, 1 suppose, rnainly for the two fo1lowving reascns.
First, the modemn wor1d lias trtk-en human nature for its proper
study, and it is univ iii the novel thiat the wvorkings of the hiuran
hecart cani bc adequiately por4tra-ycd-niarra-tives froniactual life bcing
deficient, and from thc artistic standpoint unsatisfa-ctory, because
the subtie motives thant lead ta rccorded actions aire untraceable or
unvcrifiablc ini individual cases. Second, modern study of hunian
nature, as distinguislied fmom tlic ancient, takzes up ail grades,
classes, and conditions of mcil-i, ad finds aIl equally intcrestiing and
important, as furnislingi- illustrations of facts and principles that
characterize tlic race. It is only tlîe novel, that furnislics scope for
an adcquate rcpresenitation af the great tragcdy of human life on
the w~idcst arena, of the amîbitionîs, successes, fa-,ilurcs, liopes a--.d
drcams, jays and sormaovs of this clicqucred existence.

Nom do 1 -apprehiend tlîat aiiyonc now ilccds ta defend the
position that distinctivc, conscious -and intcntioual moral teacliini


