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Maux' dis tinguished muen wvhose presence had enhanced the in-
terest andi shed lustre over previous councils were absent. Dr.
Blaikie, in his opening arldress, m-ade touchingy allusion to mianv of
themn who wvere not sufféred to continue byr reason of death.
Othiers, perliaps cquallv distingutished, whlo wvere at one time ex-
pected, wvere unable, fronm variaus causes, ta be present. B3ut
whcthier called ta ighyler service, or detained by other causes, the
ab)sence of such men as Cairns, Donald Fraser, Bersier, Pressense,
Hu1ward Crosby, Pruchet, M.-cCosh, Patton, Moses Hloge, Os-
wval DlvkIes, and MUarshall Lang could not but leave a blank.
Tlzev weère rn issed, but it cannot be said that there Nvas any flic
offr ini the average ability of the papers, or in the vigar of the dis-
cussions. From the opening sermon ta th loigadrsss
Nvery high level Nvas sustained. The range of questions discussed
\Vas i, but it wvas quite evident that the members of the coun-
cil xvere weIl abreast of the acre, and able ta discuss intelligently
the important themes which the\- handled.

'l'le prominence griven ta the aggç,ressive wvork of the church, in
its Nvariaus departments, is onlv wvhat should be expected from a
body of men alive ta th,ý responsibilities of the Christian church.
It is neverheiless a sigln of the times in wvhich ive live that such
tnpics came ta, the front, and excited thedeepest interest. Haîf a
cQintur\- aco. home and foreigrn missions could flot have drawn
such, audiences for successive days. The speakers, doubtless,
were an attraction; but the subjects thc-y handled had a special
interest for the people. WVe must regard it as a, token that
the hucart of the church is beginningr ta beat responsive ta, the
heart of Christ when fliese topics could excite such sustained ini-
terest. 1Fareigni miassions justly hield a praminent place in the
couincil, and rnust have receivecl an impulse fromi the discussions.
I niluential -'vorkers like Ellinwood, Li ndsay, Somerville, Swanson
Park, and Griffithi Ellis made thenmsclves feit. he foreignl mis-
sionary force "'as represented by a large baud of faithful laborers,
some of themn meni of wide reputation and real powver. Paton,
from the New~ Hebrides; LaN's, fromi Livingstonia; Dennis, from
l3eirut; Mzacdonald, fromn Calcutta: McKichan, fromn Bombay;
Miateer, froni Shantung: \Vilson, fromi Neemuch; Underwvood, fromi
Korea, and others, were there ta rehecarse the triumphs of the
Gospel, or cast on inissionary l)roblems the lighlts of experience.
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