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life of the Church, which m-ust at ail hazards be prcserved ; but,
neverthiciess, it is ail historical fact that the bcst and holicst min-
isters and meinbcrs of the Church have often so identifieci doctrinal
errors wvith the truc teaching, and abuse~s of admi-inistration andi
discipline %vith a iDivine constitution, that they failcd to r-ecogiie,
the necessity of reform or improvem-ent. And, agrain, Mhcn the
presence of errors and abuses wvas undeniable, whein the false
gcrowths could flot be concealed, grood men hiave shr-unlc fromn the
apprehiended risk in applying the pruning-knife. Staupitz wvas nlot
so admirable a man as Luther, but hie wvas a truc servant of Christ.
Many a one does not add " virtue" to his «"faithi."

2. The s;pecial eclucation of the clergyr partly- explains thecir con-
servatism. In most countries and periodis the clergry have had a
liberal education, and for centuries learning w~as a monopoly of
theirs ; they ivere the "lecarned clerkls." In the education and
studies of the clergyman much attention is necessarily given to
Dogmaties. The credeud(a of the Churcli is prescntcd to the mnin-
isterial candidate for personal belief and as the ilatter of hlis tcach-
ingy vhen hie shall receive official authority. H-e is carefully taughit
to interpret and defend the systcmn of doctrine which is decluccd
from- Scripture and embodied in the formi-ularies of hlis Church. A

ge-ra tDn in> lagae, philosophy and science could not
adequately qualify imi for his dluties ; hIe must have a fuli and
ac- .rate kn-iovlecge of the dieposiliil commnittcd to the Church,
whatevcr mnay be peculiar in the construction wvhich hlis Church
puts upon the deposit. The object is to build im- up in faithi and
knowledge, and thus fit him to be anl carni-iest ancl effective teacheri
o, others. The B3ible, or the Church it miay be, is regarded as the
unerring fountain of Divine truth, and the crecds or fori-nularies
authorized by the Chiur-chi-evnc at the lowcst estimiate of then-
hlave the stamp of the Chur-ch's best judgmnent upon thcmn aftcr
thecir contents have bee.i siftcdl and tested for centuries. A merely
critical training ini relation to religion, the Bible -andi the Church
would be cntirely inadequate for those w~ho shall be aippointcd to
teach and preach. Such a training would easily lcnd itsclf to
rationalisml, but could not be suitable for those who are to teacli
positive truth, and whosc abject is to produce and str*cngtheni faith
in God, the soul, redeniption, M-7rtly.\crec the position of
flhc Christian minister merely that of a spcculator in philosophy,
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