
195.]JAPAN'S DE»TI TO ClflISTIANITY.

IlJapan stands beyond this pale, because lier past lias been lived
thlrough under conditions altogetlier differeîît. China is lier Greece and
Ilonie. 11cr launage, is net Aryaiu, as even Riissiai's is. Allusions familiar
froin oee nd of Christendoin te the othler requirc a whle chlîp cern-
nicuntary te inake tliern at aIl initellig(ible tû a Japanese student, wvho often
]las net, eveu. thln 411Y werds corrcesponidinig te thlose -%viell it is souglit
te, translate.'' Ali titis ant1 muc11li t'ove is fact, a"(1 in view of fiis it mnay
withl trutli bo said th-at, iu the educatienal lino a %vork of inagnificent pro-

portions lias alrcady been acconiplislîed ; mid tlîrouclî missioa scîîooî2 and
othier agencies, Clîristianity is stili exertitig a -%videly feit and. lasting influ-
once for thie hiighest good, edue-atioually, of the nation.

Under the Tokugawa rëyiimc more tlian five persons -%vere net allowedl
for any purpose te club togetlier unider penalty of law. A-3soeiatious and
socicties for mutulai aid or for thec toinnon Nveal were impossible. The
Iland of God was in its overtlhrowv, and sînce tlîeî Clirist:anity lias corne
in ana originated a varied and organized clîarity in Japan, as it does
,wborever it gees. Orpliauages and. honmes for tic xteedy- poor liave been
cstablishied and are receiviflg constant support, and thpir nllnlber is increas-
ing. The Roman Catholics alone report 17 witli 17 72 chilIdren ; thon tliey

a a ospital. fer lepers witî SC) inîniates, and anether for the aged.
protestant mnissionis have 3 liospitals wvith. 760 ni-patients trcated during
thie past year. Tien there, is the Sanitary Society witli over 6000 mcn- T
bers, tlîe Red Cross Society, under inmiiiediate patronage of the Empress,
both of tlîer Chîristian in spirit and purpose ; Lut besides these there are
a nunîber of otîmer liospitals, orphîanages, relief societies and charitable
orgalizatiens springing up thirougliout the land, the legitiniate fruit of
Christiauity and its civilization.

Absoltism, moreover, lias hiad te give Nvay te a constitutional. fermn of
gomerment whicli pledgcs itself te respect the riglits of the govcrned and.
îîromises religions liberty te Japanese snbjeets, if that liberty be net set
asIde by tie gevernrneit's interpretation of the twventy-cighli -article of
the constitution. That rends "Japanese subjeets shialI, within limnits
neot prejuidicil te pence or order, aud net aniitagenistie te their duties as,
subjeots, enjoy freedoni of religioms be f" It tvill be seen, by a caroful
rcading of 11ic article, that t1itore is st-ili considerable reoin for absolutisin
toe urtail the religieus liberty of Japaiîese sulijeets by acts of tyranny on
ilie part of lîeads of departinents of go(veriinienit anmd other officiais, In
point of fact this tyranny lias bectn, and stili. is being cxcrcisedl aga inst
clitstian soldiers, seotacii.slo andau othors, aud the question
May vell bo asked, IlIs J'apan dle ingi fairly ~

And yet the promulgation of the constitution aud the institution of a
tepresentativo legisîstive assenibly, botli of Nvlichl, lot it be reinemnbered,t
arc i l ir engcin distinctively Christian, was a anagnificent step upwardl.
Truc, the one is not ibsolutcly perfect, uer the otmer working, teeo

snoothy; but that is 'OUIy rcpeatinlg thme hîistory of represemitative govcrn-
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