
EGYPT'S RETURN AND EREALING. [UUT

the Lord.-" There is implication in this that Digypt has hadl a history
of obedience heretofore, that the seed of tho gospel has once flour-
ished there. Gan any facts be found to substantiato, suoh a clairu?
ilas this African continent au honorable record of religious life Worth
"returning"- to, now ? Net before Isaiah's time, perhaps, bat in

later years of ecclesiastical annals there was great service credited by
the churches to Egypt.

When Herodotus, the Father of History, began lus best book of
Oriental annals, he said as lis opening sentence: "I shahl Dow speak
at greater length of Egypt, as it contains more wonders than auy
other of the lands and is pre-emninent abovo aIl tlue countries for wvorks
that, a writer can ]iardly describe." But Herodotus, poor hieathenl that
he was, could not know that the greatest glory of thatt spot w'as to ho
found in its singular relations to the gospel of God. Thoro tluo churcli
was begun ; there the dispensation ofl the law was fashioned ; there
Jesus, the Lord of Glory, was housed Irom tho violence of llerod;
there the prophecy was fulffiled, "Out of Egpyt have 1 called My
Son.-" Thus this almost forgotten strip of territory naturally grew to
be the earliest of the great centers of Christianity in wealth inteli.
gence, and doctrinal orthodoxy. For some scores of ycars one stroing,.
hold of the patristie faith was conspicuous along the northern shore of
.Airicà. There a fro-sli luold was gained by the use of tho 1re ani.
guage; there the Pentateuch. was translated by the noblest scholarb
of the age ; there concil after eouncil was held, in which tho greatest
errors -were silencel -whicli ever harassed the churches, anid thi,
grandest doctrines were proclaimed wihich ever buildcd them up. Thoe
Scr-pture isays those good old days are to, corne back agini, zand flat
strip of land iedeemed fr&,m the sands is yct to grow fruitful and beau-
tiful. with graces for God's glory. JIt nay not bo far aw'ay from even
our time when there xnay be another good Augustino at a niew ilippo,
another Aurelius at somre Christian Carthiag\e, ami another Ahn~
te, stand for the truth at a more glorious Alexandria t]uan thoso agies
ever knew before, in the purer Egypt yet to be,

Add to this a fresh proof : the declarations of prophecy coucerning,
Egypt are more profuse than those conceruing any othor nationi, tunkles
perhaps weexcept.Assyria. God will sec what is Lest in tle p.sLfaith,ý
and will rest('re it. H1e will sec what, is best in comingr histories, and
will secure it. H1e -wi1l accept kindly and gently what Eg£ypt hierseli is
doing te, grow wiser, bolier and better, and wien 11o finds a fet-blene:
wbich la open te pity, H1e will not break the bruised reed.

Influences are at, work 'already. War bas been liko l "tlu breaker"
promised of old, and bas opolued strangre gluices of information, and 0i
course bas awakened new interest. Pra er and -ýffort, arc goiing ecadill
through the ]aild hand-in-haud, and tokecns of unmistakablo pro.sperity
are beginning te appear. Civ ilization la opening the path for gospel
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