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The duty and privilege of preaching was thusfrom the first, univer-
sal. All who had an ear, a voice, must say. Come. To have ex-
cluded any from this simple part in heralding salvation would have
been to shut up an inward fire, and the voice of a pent-up flame would
have burst forth in utterance saying: <“We cannot duf speak the
things which we have seen and ueard.”

Whatever marks of distinction may rightly exist between the minis-
try and membership of the church, they should never become lines of
division in the work of saving souls, Those who are set apart for the
special office of leadership, are to project the advance movement, plan
the campaign, and conduct the hosts: but who must do the fighting, but
the bannered hosts who come after with the whole armor of God?

And so there is a sense in which every believer is a preacher, and
every hearer a herald. The whole world is the audience, and not a
soul is to be passed by ; the whole church are the witnesses, and not a
believer is to be tongue-tied with a ruined race about him, God’s grace
within him and a voice wherewith to make himself heard! To all, of
every age and nation, pardcn is to be proclaimed with its simple con-
ditions : repentance toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
By the words of our Lord the missionary office is laid upon the whole
church till the whole world is evangelized. Not a man or woman or
child can escape or evade this responsibility. Let this be really appre-
hended, and wherever God locates our sphere of service, we shall be
found leading essentially the life of a missionary.

Out of 1,500,000,000 who crowd the earth to-day, 1,000,000,000
have not heard the good news.  Generations are sinking into an abyss
or hopeless ruin, one after another. Yet forevermore ring in our
ears those words of responsibility and indirect rebuke: ¢ Ge ye.” ete.
Youand I are charged with this duty, only more imperative because
neglected. We are to help tell the good news to every creature under
keaven ; if we can go, in person, here is the call of God, and the condi-
tion of a lost world calls if possible moreloudly. Ile who cannot gote
the heathen in person must go by proxy. But how shall they preach
except they be sent ! Send the Bible with a man behind it, a manto
bear it, to add to its pure precepts, its glorious messages, the inspiration
and magnetism of the Ziving voice/ If you must stay here at home,
still go you and preach ! to your children, companions, neighbors,
friends, and by your prayers and purse, help others to preach to the
millions over whose very souls hangs a funeral pall! And yet we
stand still, while we have one minister for every 700 of our populs-
tion, and China one for 2,000,000.

There is no reason, or ¢ven pretext, for the present apathy of the
Church of Christ. We can gird the globe with 2 zone of light in
twenty years if we have men and money, both of which the churchis
perfectly able to furnish to-day in abundance. The awful extent of



