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Inate Worýdof God (cf. Mattliew xxiii. 39). Tlîat this word shah becon-e

truc is confirmied by another word %poken at lus departure fromt earth

(Luke xxi. 24). Aceordin g to this, Israel shal flot be scattered for al

times; Jcrusalem -vi11 ajgain becomie the chief city of a Christ-believiiwg

Israel dwelling in the Hlloy Land. And, as a resnlt, this -wiII bc ai,

independent people. The answer -whlîi the Lord gave to lus dlisci-

pies wv1îen qtiestioiflgç as to, the liour wlheu Hle would re-establshi thle

kingrdom. of Israel, does niot refer to the fact itself, but only leaves thle

time to be Settled by the Father. We are liere considering -words of

Godl, froin -%hieli we dlare take notliug; wvords of God -which are a

fixed part and portion of thie divine plan of saivation.

In the Old Testament times the clear liglit of this divine idèa is

o bscured ini rising in the lie.-tts of the prophects in so f ar as it is colored

by a national and ceremoflial method of thouight, whîch is inseperable

fromn a revealed religion ini its preparatory, stage. In the first place,

aithougli the prophets iu a determined and cutting Inanner chide a dead

-i. c., a heathen-CrfliofiaI ivorsllip, as is also, donc by the Psahins

(?Psalm 1. 13f.), yet rot a sinigle prophet or psalniist eau picture to

hirnself the w\orshiip lu thie hast times without a restoredl sacrificial

system. On this point the Old Testament vîew is correctcd by tite

New Testament. Christ I-Iimself is the enîd of the law; His vohiultary

sacrifice lias for aIl times removed the shadowy form of the 01(1 sacri-

ficial culture. Secondly, the Old Testament views the Temple in Jern.

salem as the central place of worship for the last times and the pl-ace to

-whichi the nations «%vill fiock. But Christ, lu His answver to the Saînari-

tan wvoman, tells us that true worshiip is not bound to any particiflar

locality. The Newv Testament re-velatioli kuows of no other 'world

cathredral cxcept the spiritual temple of the one Christian Clhurcli.

And, thirdly, in greneral the New Testament does not recogulize any

particular nation -%whichi more than any other is the people of God;

no nation around -whichi the othier nations circle, as thie planets cirele

around their suns(cf. Romans x. 12). And, fourthily, while in t1e Oid

Testament thie people of God and thie congregation of God are one and

the samne, the Ncw Testament iuterest builds up the Chuircli freux

aniong the nations; but the Churcli is a spiritual organization distinct

frmtle national g Steognizations. While a nation in case of

liecessity can defend itself vithi carlxal weapous, the truc Cliurcli nn

ncver makze use of fire or the sword-her wveapons are the Word,

prayer, suffering and martyrdo-ni.

But even if -vie take ahi this, into consideration, the Word of t1he

apostie still is -applicable to the Jews, spoken (Rom. xi. 29) tixen, or

spoken iu vicw of the end of days. lsrael lias fulfilhed its -world înis

sion in havingy given to thie wvorld the Churcli of God, but it lias xet

exhausted its. world mission thereby. Wheu it shall once liave receg

nized Ilm whom they have rcjectedl s0 loRg, and accept Ilui with


