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influence of B3ritish jurisdliction, but drunkenncss is incrcasing,(-the peopie
are taking to this gin." TIhe bishiop candidly states titat the Churcli Mis-
sionary Society inissioxnries, the Roman Catholic, and the preachcrs of
the Lagos native churci have uttcriy faiicd to evangelize certain districts
near Lagos, inpiyingr that te drinking liabits of the people were mainly
responsibie. In the compoind of a village chief the bishop asked, him

"What makes the hiearts of your peopie SQ liard and their houscs so
shabby ?" The chief ansivcred by puiling aside solie bushies, and told the
bishop to look beneath, where lie saw "huuldredsio if flot thousands, of
enipty gin botties." On another occasion lie says that, reaching the mnar-
k-et towîî of Igaun one evening hast Januiary, lie %vishied tLo bure a canoe to
Lake hîm over to Lagos, bat ivas iinforined that he could niot cross the water
tiat niglit, as " lie v.ldfind all the town dnk"a testimony, alas
ivhicIi hoe confirmed. The bishiop ivas a pained witness of reveilings ini the
inarket-piace : vomnen dancing wildly «and mon quarreling iii drink. A
nierchant visitingr Ibadan for te first ime toId Bishop Tuigweil that lie
'vas struck in the town and inarkct-piace %vith the absence of E iiglish goods,
-itho the natives brouglit down large quantities of paliîî oil, kernieis, sheep,
goats, yams, etc. The bishop repiied that wltolesale excItange in spirits
represented the developmcunt in trade

To minimize thiese statentents, Sir Giibert Carter, Governor of Lag(os,
attcniptedl a refutation, ivhich indicates te attitude of one civil representa-
tive of Great Britain towvard the drink quiestionii i Westerni Af rica. Ad-
mnitting te trade in spirituonus liquors an cvii, lie does nuLt, huwever, think
that there is as niucli drunkicciss as iniiniany Enigiish towvns. Thtis ob-
servation may bc met by a reply of 'Mr. Chamnberlain to a metuiber of a
depuitation wvaitiing upon Iimii iii reference to W\est African raiiways on
Augcitst 23d, hast. It wvas remnarked that on the Goid Coast during 1,994

tiie cotisuiption of alcohiolie liquors by the natives, %vas far iess titan it is
lu te United Kiiigdoz." "' Yes,"- rctorted. Mr. Chatnbcriain, " but that
does itot «,inouint to machel. 1 shoulil Le very sorry if ahi the natives in
Afri:ca consumied as muciili per ]îcad as is consuined in te Unlitud King-

lo."Sir Gilbert says that te natives visiting Ibadan and Abeulkuta de
nLo takze miore than a frieufdiy glas-s antl avoidl excess. Thou lie continueb :
4'Personaily 1 shouid bc, sorry to se the spirit trafic aboiislted in \\rest
Africa, because 1 happen to be charged with te duty of finding the neces-

savfunds to carry u the ta~hiir of guveritiient in one of the West
African colonies, andi 1 kizoz of no more satisfactory mecans of obtainùýq
lffimy titan by a daty on spirits."' Ile aise dLuniies te puisonouis natuire cf
te gini inmported, Nv1ii-l, if a(Iilteraitod, is gencrally effecteod by water.

gieh savs 1 f:îii Lu sec why the iînport of spirits itiLo West Africa.
>Iiu-itl lie pruiîibited aniv more thai te mnanufacture of spirits shouid be
i-r-'bibited in Eturope. Hcre, lies the root of the inater-iL is a question
of liunian frccdomi. Like the candid. but indisecet bishup, 1 prefer froc-
doni to sobricty, espcciaiiy whcn it eau be proved that sobriety eau be at-
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