
T'HE A CA DIA ATJi.EM

if there bo any nmagie in a miere naine, w'ithout being truc ta the nnailing
and spirit of either. It i.; becau.se 1 believo that ini tbis mîatter of
electives we have drawni the IIIiQs ii t.he right place that 1 for one
vi4'port the changes recemtIy made ut Acadia.

It nilu.4 be genlerally ati mxittedl timat a liberal eduicatioii is nlot ta be
linîited tu a period devoted tu a uollege course. Ail zcience, ail kilow-
Iedge is Illiberal " wliercver acquired. It is b3' no ineamis certain that
thle college actually provides a lilerai edueation because it nonminahly
stands for Umat idea. There aie always the dlraries, tic dunces, the
hangers-on, iii eveiy cahlege, whosucceed in Ilgraduating » ili sanie
unaecaunital w'ay, and wbosc chief cilucation lias been acquired by
researches juita inahids of shirkinig w'ork. Steady, concentratcdl effort
is unknown ta suclh as thtese. Dy steadily 'Icramming " foi- il fewv days
a yonng man81 exceptionally expert Imîay IlgeL uip " a subject, of whichi ho

beul U traubled, the maorning after exaniitnatioir, ta give 811 inteelligible
accau ut. IlA special orgaîm-the exaria tion orgamî-beconies developed,
which is as specific us the %water-sacks attached ta the stoînach of a c.1n131,
interded only ta carry a certain arnautaf refreshment over a very dry
plavu tar a very dry tinie."

.How many of us iealize thiat thie parsuit of learini is onr first and
niost important abject here ? Seif-evident as tîmis shauld seein, it
cannat be repeated taa aften or too impressively. IlAxioras are not
axionias," says une, Il tittil they have been feit upon aur puilses."

Ihere are sonie m-lio, w~hile recogrnizinIw with. clear intelligence the
Superiority and even Uic obligaltion ai a certain course, reniain with offly
a sentimental recognition af the fluet. In truth, ilast nmen, whiatever
may be thîcir gencral strengtbi af charactei; beave theraselves at timies the
-victin:.-. af idie musing aver wark ta be dont at saine mare convenient
tinie. In aur relatia, ta nature, t a nîkind, it is the hardest of al)
things ta rise froiii -susceptibility ta energy, and ta do aur part instead of
expecting o-verytliimîg- ta be doue for us. The ea:,tez, warker, andI lie
alane, can know that a determined purpose may Uc as creative as the
powerftil fancy or t1e iiiquisiti ve intellvct.

Thelî most characteristic trait troni college life is our influence uponi
imie another. Individual culture is poor and fragmientary without social
Iellowsh)ip. Truc humanlity is not imdividualized, but associattd. Ve,
need not go far iiitonataphy3sics ta prove that each individual shares in
the int;ellectunl and moral capital aof lis associates, for the lirst principles
of aur social nature prove this fact. Tliere is a law of gravit itiîil iii mird
as well as niatter. The greater influences the lc-ss. A brigla day, surely,
tlîat send, inito a class a fev generous, -±ifted, 'li-inded yautlms Nvih
are more detcrrniined on doing rigbt th:mn the idlers are an doitng wirong.
In spite of aIl op)posýit.ioni they are sure ta triunipli iii the end and ta
estat-!ish tîmat blessed cansunation-a sotind and as-cenidiiig public
opinion in college, Sucll as puts schola.ýrsliip alla felawsllip together alld
biings the true spirit ta lîcar upon the abjects of study.

Gad grant that wve may work together for the cohlege, the eomuni
mother of us all ; that the young meni and yauing wvomen wbvlo coic bore
year by ycar inax, under the influenîces of the place, Uc strengtlmenied for
eveiy good word and wvork ; that tho establishment of fiberal and
enlihihtee sentimieuts, the elevatian of tue standard of :ýchlarly
cliaracter may beconie aur one, aur common, aira.


