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THE MOHAWKC LANGUAGE.

BY ORO.NETATERRIA,

07 THE KOHAWK nfÂKOS.

'When I was requcsted to prepare a paper concernin ' the language
of my people, to bc read before yotur Icarncd body, I rea(Iiy assented,
flot because I was xîot fully sensible of tho difflculty of' the taskl, or
that I was net painfully aware of my own inability to do a subject
of s0 niuchi importance anything like full justice, but in the hope
that I may be abile to contrihutte something which niay prove of soute
assistance to those who may hcrcafter instituite inquiries ini the sanie
direction.

It wil not hc expected, in a short paper liko this, that- more cati
be donc titan nierely give a brief introduction to te subjeet in hand,
trusting that future opportutnitica xnay hc afforded to further 1)V0sý>

cuVe our work.. Wliile it is te design Vo direct your attention
mainly to te langutage, it niay not bo amiss Vo give, at the outset, a
general outline of the history of the Mohawks.

They ame the liond tribe of the G'onfedéracy of the Six Matione,
and, like te other Indian trihes of titis continent, thoir origin is
involved in xnystcry.

The only soirc= whicit has nlot been exhausted, frein whicit wo cati
derivo any information, at prcscnt within our reacit, is thte Iiidian
traditions. Thepy arc, however, so inythical in tbeir chiaracter, as
touching te enigin of Uic Indian, that, but littie, if any, reliance ca111
be placed in theni. I may say, however, ttat, titoy ail teacit that tijo


