
ADDRESS ON FA.1%IILY WORSHIP.

That fâmily religion lias an intiniate bearing on personal piety, as weIl as
tAie spiritual well-being of the Churcli, there can be no doubt. God lias
s0 ordcred inatters, in the moral airrang-eients whlich hoe lias made for our
benefit, that religo prospers best when its varied duties are equally
attended to; whe reas negleet, in the case of one duty, if it argues flot want
of spiritual life, lias an injiurious effect on the whole spirit of. religion.
[Iow far the worship of God is daily obscrvcd in the families belongring to
our churcli, it miglit be liazardous to affirin on the ground of any infor-
mation that can safely be relied upon. That God is daily worshipped by
very many of the fanilies throughout oui' churcli there can be ne doubt.
It would be a sad thing were it otherwise. WVe have to bless God for the
grace whichi inclines so many of the hieads of families Ilto cal] on the name
of the L*.ord." But is there no reason to fear that this duty is less observed
now than it once was among us; and that, in this respect, we have declined
froin Ilthe good old ways" of our fathers ? Is there not grounid to fear
that, by miany who, ha-.ve assumned the solenin responsibilities which attacli
to the head of a liousclhold, this duty is only partially performed, and that
by others, it is not perforined at al? Anud, sliould this state of tlîings
exist with regrard to any considerable numtber of the fainilies of our churcli,
dues it not furnishi cause for deep concern to ail whio love the good of Zion,
and espeeialîy to those heads of famulies themselves, who, in their family
capacity, are thus "lliving without God in tlie world ?" ocs this un-
wvillingrness to bow the knec to God at the famiiily altar proceed from
alienation. of the lieart frorn God ? focs it proceed fromn coldness and
deadness of affection in religyion?' Or, dc-. it arise froin the spirit of the
world asscrting, its dlaims to the entire tine, and energie,ý, and regards of
professors of the gospel, to the exclusion of ail serions thonglits of God and
the things of eternity ? WThatever the cause may be froin whiich sucli a
state of things proceeds, the cvii superinduced is one deeply to be deplored.
Suifer thon, dear brcthren, you who are parents livin g in the condition now
deseribed, the word of exhortation, while wc bring under your notice the
clainis of the duty you are forgetting or neglecting. As ministers are
directed to eall the attention of their respective congregations to the snb-
jeet, it will be enougli at present to indicate briefly one or two considerations
which ouglit to weigh with you, as professing Christians, ini leading you to
commence, without delay, the performanc of a duty so imiportant in it8elf,
and one frauglit, to those engaging in it, withi se nùany advantages.

1. The worship of God in the fainily is a inatter of divine obligation.
lie who cstablished the family institution, appointed religion to bc the
govcrning influence by wvhic1î its ends were to be sccured. These enda
cannot be secured, according to divine arrangement, if God is not acknow-
ledged. le is "4the God of the families of the wlioIé- earth," and as sucli
lie must be worshipped and obeyed. God establis-hes lis covenant with
believers, and their seed after thi, in their farnuly capacity. "lJ arn your
Gsod." is his language, land tlie G-od of your seed." The Ilhousehold"

oftlie believer, under thc gospel, is reeognised as a constituent part of the
dhurch of Christ, which, in its cxpanded formn, assumes the character of
Ilthc household of faith." Is there not good reason, then, why the be-
liever should say, as did the King of Jsrael. I'I will walk within rny boeuse
with a perfect heart?" Has not God nmade his people Ilking and prieste


