
3felhodist 31[aqazi-ne and Revjeu'.

1885 and 1886 lie w-as installed in one
of the miany minor, offices that aire the
steppfing-stones to famne or extinction.
Ilis chance camne in 18S7. Si' ich-lael
Hickis-Beachi w~as obliged by ilI-lbealth
to retire from the Irish Secretaryship.
For the Iast hutndred years the Ii,* li
<ýecretaryship lias been the most ,1ifi-
cit and engrossing office in the ser-
vice of the B3ritish Crown, and suchi it
seerns likzely to remain. Who was to
siicceed to it ? Thiat this slimn, deli-
cate " philosopher " should essay an
office that had killed Mr. Forster', an(l
tuirned Si' George Trevelyan's hiait-
w-hite, seemed incredible to the point
of lauighter. But so it wvas. Mr'. Bal-
four liad himself thoroughily over-
hauled by a physician. H-e was de-
clared to be constitutionally sound,
and advised that bard worli would be
the best of ail tonies.

Lord Salisbury had made no mistake.
The mistake was made by the Ir'ish
members, wvbo prophesieci that "Pretty
Fanny " would be either out, of office
or in his grave inside of thî-ee nionths.
They did their best to make good their
tbreat, but they had yet to learn their
man. Mi'. Balfour met their jeers
andi insults and obstruction with a
calm that, was phenomenal. He neyer
let himself be " draNvn." They could
make no headway against his invari-
able good humour. In Ireland he put
in force a drastic coercion bill that
stami)ed. out disorder. In the House
he sirnply srniled wvhile the Irisli mem-
bers raged. Three montbs wvent 'oy,
and ho bad neither died nor resigned.
On the contrary, he had ceased to be

Pretty Fanny." He was now the
"base, bloody, and brutal Balfour."

and history Nvas ransacked for tyrants
and oppressors to compare with him.

That Mr. Balfour made as great a
success as leader as he did as Irhslh
Secretary cannot be said. He seems
to be one of those men wvho need oppo-
sition to brace them. The continlions,
petty strain of the leadership told on
hlm. more than his fierce encount-ers
w,ýitli the Nationalists. Three times
last winter hie bi-oke down under it,
and liad to take to bis bcd and bot
gruiie. From. which, as well as from
his wvlole career, one may infer that
in bis ne;v position lie wvill not be an
exactîng overseer. He will, neverthe-
less, malie an excellent Premier. He
lias the chari-m and the graciotisness
of manner that persuade, even if lie
lackzs the force that dr-ives and coerces.
Re lias, too, one of the quickest and
w'ldest-î'anged intellects on eitîxer side.
of the House, and a noble power of
eratoî'y. The Houise lias a I-eally ten-

der' feeling foir Balfouî-, quite apa't;
fî'om his standing ns a party leader.
The man himself, the extraordinary
sweetîîess and sympathy of lus (-liai'-
acter, hiave (-ompletely woni it oveî';
and the British House of Conmmons is
îlot an assembly that gives its esteem
1i gh11t ].. 1\lî-. Balfour' lias wvon it by
(lesci-ving iL."

AN EG'Y'JTIAN 1AIET
-Fix Uic \Vestîuiist er Grav'et tec-

1i-. Balfotîr's long, gaunt foirn, and
bis addiction to golf, malze him, a,
ready subject foi- tlîe cai-icatuî-ist, one
of whom soshimt and Lord Har-
cour-t as ancient Egyptians playing at
tîxeix' favoux-ite gante.

Tius SCSoo0L QU-,.TIQON.

The gî'eat educational question is
one of the most important questions
ln ever-j country of Europe-in Ger-
many, Austria, Russia, Italy, France,
an(d England. The twin stoî'm-centres
at present are on eitlier s'ide of the
English Channel. The puî'pose of tlîc
Frencli Govex-nient to, entii'ely secu-
larize the schools arouses tlîe iiitensest
antagonism alikýe of the highest cleri-
cals and of the Breton peasant folk.
It is flot a vei'y dignified action of
tlîe Government to send soldieî-s and
police to drive the nuns by force f rom
tîxeir sehools. By arousing tîxe an-
tagonism of tIc people, by kzindling
their devotion to theli- Church and
sympatlîy wvitli religions teacheî's, tIc
Goverament is perhaps preparing a
rod for its own back.

Across the Channel a contraî'y 1)01-
icy involves similar peril. The Gov-
eî'nmcnt bill iiîvests thc clex-icals witlî
the power to use tlîe sebool system.
of the country in thc inteî-ests of the
Cluîch cstablislîed by lan'. The Non-
conformists stîongl1y pî'otest. Suicli
meîî as Hu',,I Price Hughes and Di'.
Joseph Par-kei' declare that thîey Nvili
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