282

SulaiURN

|

.

to oursclves any sceno of sensual pleasure
radiso of the Mahomotane, yot itis impossiblo to con-
coive it other than (a8 our homily styles it) ** & place
of rent, pleasuro and consolativn,’ For if it isan a-

bodo from which gloom and obscurity aro‘banished. tela dand to show thenmlvas iauny vk ob ocess M the
then suroly too it is no great eleeping-chamber whero | aigbe, with tho sole axqeption of 1ha landlocked Car 1

tho souls of tho blest slumber tranquilly, but whero
thoy live in a state of felicsty and confident hope.
For if Paradisc was girdled about with all that is
Tovely, yot its delights would bo thrown sway, if
the rouls trhich inhnﬁit it were usleop But that
this i% not the ease, is plain from what has been b
fora zaid ; for vhen for a momont t"o veil was dvawn
uside, and the Apostle was caught up thither, ho
** heard unspeakable words ;” and therefore it is no
dormitory for-tho soul, I
—'* unspenkablo words,” which disembodied sprits
«ire ﬁnub‘cd to heat, but which cannut be ut:ered hero
beluw, or which, if they could, it would not bu law-
ful for a man to utter.”
Aud if we turn to the Book of Revelations, (Tlov.
vi. 9,5 we shall find that the martyred saints offer
ragers ta God ; for when tho fifth seal was opened
St. John says—'* Lsaw under tho altar the souls of
them that were slain for the word of Qad, and {m‘
tho testimeny which they held . and they eried with
a loud vuieu saying, How long, O Lord, holy «nd
truo, dest thow not judgo and avenge our blood on
thewr that dwell on the carth?  And white robes
were given untu every one of them : and it was sid
that they should rest yet for a little season, until
their follow-servants ulso and theiv brethven that
should be killed as they wero should be fulilled »
* Whero we find ** the souls of them that were shin
Tor tho word of Ged, and who were under the altar™
(** under the protection of Christ—uader the pow-
cr> und benedits of His priesthood, by which e
makes continual intercession both for them and for
us”) 0 far from being usleep, erying with a loud
voico for the accomplishment of that time, when ven-
geance should be fully acted on their murderers.
(T le concluded next srecls)
Newg Department.
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Loxpox, Aag. 18.—As we anoounced last week,
upon the faith of cur private letters from the Baluc,
the British and Freneh fleets bave attacked the fort-
sass of Sveaborg; and, as wa ventured to predict—on
the faith of the spirit, zeal, and gallantry of the offi-
cers and men of the united Navies—the attack was
signally successful. Tu far less time than conld Lave
Lieen reasonably anticipated the fortress was destroyed ;
and, what adds to the splendour of the victory, without
detracting from its value in any.respect, it appears to
have been unattended with the loss of a single life to
the assailants. Sveaborg no longer exizs as a fort-
ress; and Helsingfors stands belpless at our mercy.
Thus the achievement which last year appeared to Sis
Charles Napier too formidable to attempt with the ships
and tho men at biy disposal, has this year proved of
casy accomrlishment to Admwal Durdas and his brave
compsanions. It is possible that Sir Charles Napier
was right in 1854, and that bo Lad for his purpose
neitber proper ships nor properly-disciplined crews.
It this be the correct state of the case, it shows that
the interval bas been well cwployed, and that no time
hias been lost in the Baltic since the deficicney was
made manifest. But, if Sir Charles Napier were
wrong in his estimste of the means at his disposal,
what 2ccount shall he render to bis country or bis
onsvicnce 7 Succesz in 1824 would not only bave
been more glorious than it is in 18755, but would bave
Leun accompanied by the aldiunal loss to the Rus
sians of eight ships of the line, which, pending Sit
Charles Napiers inactivity, succoeded in makeng theis
csoape to the securer fortress of Cropstadt. On this
-ty however, even if Sir Charles were to blame,
which we by no means aliege, it would be ungenerous
at this moment to dwell. 1415 sofficient for the coun-
o3y o know 1bat opporiene victory has rewarded the
cnergy and skill of its champions. The destraucuion of
Bowarsund was no mean blow to the power of Russda ;
that of Sveaborg is greater otill , that of Cronstadt, for
which the' pablic appeiite is whetted by the Just r sws
1.0t the Baltie, will be greatest of all. Not even the
uverthrow of Bebastopol itsell would transcend st dn
maportauce ; for, with Cronstadt anwhilated, there
would bo oothing to stop the Allies.from taking posses-
swon of 5t Petersburg. | ‘Thisjs perhapa too much 10
hope for,. during the short, interval thal yet remans
{icfore the commenramant of she Balkuc winter; but in
avcry cass the country will be satisfie ! with what has
sean doae, rapecislly £n reflaction that not ocly by
wagtle, but by blorkade, the enswy is beasen, apd, bu-
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' pothesis thera is actaally no proper foundation. We

miliated,
Rusia isannibilated by the mere presencoof our sqitye
drons in the Baltio and ths Black Soss, std that naed
thet her hostile fleets wor hep peaceful merchant-ves-

pian.
From Sebastopol there is hothing maw ; ut it {s bvi-

koff, and nexy agaioss the town, -cannot ba far distant.
It ws not by accident, but by designg that the Jast
great attack was made on fhe anniversary b€ tha Bav-
1la of Waterloo. Neither will it bs by accldent il "o
next attack should happen to be made on the 15th of
Thatday is the fote of Napoleoniaa day
which tho French army would bo but too bippy to
render mors motnotable than it §s by a deed of glory,
and in which the British, we are equally confident,
would ba quiteas happy to aid them. .
- T A A .

Thirteen officers aud midskipmen of the Zjer have
recently bean liberated by the Czar, fu excbango for
Russian officers.  They arrived at Stettin, on their
way houe, last woek. i ’

It is stated thaton her Majesty’s return from France,
liis Royal Ilighness the Prince Consort will take & trip
up tho Baltiv in the Royal yacht.

Amongst the clergy of Bristol who now bave re-
course to the practice of open-air preaching may be
numbered the vicars of St. James and St. Philip aud
Jacob, tho Revs. W. Bruce aud S. E. Day. The prac-
tice bas also hean commenced by laymen, both of the
Church and Nonconformists; amongst the former is
Dr. Bernatd, of Clifion ; and amongst tha latter, Mr.
Ricbard Ball, of Kingsdown.—DBath Chron.

At the approaching civic clections, David Sslomons,
E:q., being the senior alderman below the chair, will,
according to tho practice of the Court of Aldermen,
bo called tofill the cflice of chiel magistrate for the
year commencing the 9thof November. Mr. Salomons
will be the first Jew Lord Mayor of London. No op-
position is anticipated.

RUSBSIA,
Ihights above Selastopdl, July 27, 18565,

From the activity which the French are showing in
pusking forward their works, it seems pretty certain
that in"the meantino there will be no change of plan,
as far as the seige of Sebastopol isconcerned. Their
batteries are assumicg the shape of a cresent or semi-
circle round the front of the Malakhoff, and if we may
judge by the incessant cannonading kept up by the en-
emy anainst these extended works, with a view to dis-
mantle them, they must be deemed to be of a very
threatening charaoter.

# Bufore this letter reaches you, it is not improbatle
that the elegtric telegraph may have conveyed to Eng-
1and intelligence of another more formidable atisck on
the redoubtable fortress, and of a still more determined
resistance on the part of our heroic foes than those of
the 18th of June. Tho battery for the destruction of
the Russian shipping, it is supposed, will open simul-
taneously with those placed against the Dalakhofl
The British, it is supposed, will have their share of
work. The Redan will he, as before, their point of
attack.

 Quor preat anxiety to escape another winter here,
1 am afraid will not be gratified. The capture and
occupation of Sclastopol and all its surrounding forts
isthe very least amount of success whick will justify
the diczontinuance of the war, now that an amicable
corcession to our demands, on the part ofthe Russians,
bas been refused.

* Knowing bow mach we dread {be rain, frost, and
snow of the Crimea, and also looking to the enormous
loss of men and roney which the winter bere will cost
us, they will strugale on, month after month, to ren.
der our occupation of the suilitary posts in and arcund
Selastopol as incomplete as possible. Althoogh the
1oss of their strongbold may seem quite clear, yef the
Russians kold on, in spite of rovenes und defeat.

¢ Tho dawage which the winter will do uvs will
be conmdered as & suficient compensation for. the loxs
sustasined by them for continuinga hopeless struggle.

“ Ve are reasoning, howevar, os the hypothesis that
Scbastopol must yield to the os erpowering force of ar-
ullery and nambers of the allies. But for such a by~
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believe that there is ne pecurate information ta be ob.
tsined by any ongas 1o the true cundition of the Bos.
sians and of the stronghold ig whickthey are now sesting,
We have mel #ith 20 person who kaowsanything more
abont these mattersthan what & man’sdyes, with the
help of a.glas, iy procurs Tér him, by going to Catlr- |

carts Hill, the Talegraph, the Mamelon, aud the ather

i
ind locking at the position of
the enemy.  Our conclusion, Berefore, as to the resuls
of » Gererminstion o 082 PATL I put frth our whole
stienpth againat the place in & series of atiacks, must
e tnerely confectural,

% Lho health of the army s o far sgtisfactory, that
there is po raging disease in jt.  Seldom has nny Jarge
bady of man from the north dnd west of Eufops dra«
vermd oz remnined it thiz part o the world, without
being attacked at thisqsnson of tho year with plague, »
or some mabignant disorder, in the form of pestilence.

“ Tho choleralast yoar auong the French and Bri-
tizh at Gabipoli, Varna, and in tho Dobrudjs, was fgv
acalumity outof the ordinary enutse, but only oneof
thoms common scourges which are alinoit sure to break
out pwong armicsand multitudes of peopls assem-
bLled in the Easf, and to sweepaway a very condlderaple
portion of them. We overlooked the probability of such
ainvil, beeause oue medicat.anitary arrangements and
our reode of provisioning and clgthing our army were
vonsidored superior to the way in which Oriental
troops were locked afcet in these respects § but may
not the fact of the natives beivg acchimated, and thesr
temperate babity, bo rackoned as & set-fl againt our
nors cwvilised treatment of our troops, 36 that we and
theyare upon much the same footing as to the Kability
to these dreaded viritations,

oI wishi I could say=that the religious stats of the
army was as much amater of congratulation asits
phyeical state. People at home think that the daily perils
the officers and men have been espesed to siuce tho
commencement of the expedition, and the frightful mor-
tality the survivors have witiiessed, have awakened re-
ligious feelings in tho winds of thoeo susceptible of
such sentiments, and must havo checked thoso of a
contrary naturs in others previously regardless of re-
ligious ranctions. They also infer, from the religious
strain of the many letters whici. appear in the newspa.
pers, and the undeniable fortitude wita which their se-
vero and protracted suffarings have been borne, that
Christian priglciple bas a strong bold over the minds of
our military men in general.

“ We remember Mr, Sidney Herbert calling the at-
tention of Parliament, to indications of thie pervading
influence of Christianity, to the absence of all impiety
and profamty and imworality among our troops 1
the Crimea.

« Of theorstical orspeculative infidelity there acorss
to bo very lutle. But I speak advisedly, whon I say that
the recognition of rebgiousduty is grudgingly, sparing-
ly,and, 1fear, in a manner lintle elso than compulso-
ry, made ; and whoever bas o livein the camp for two
or thres days, and listens to the common language there
used by all classes, cannot fail to infer that practical
religion is at a {ar lower cbb-than itis among communi-
ties at home, Ia this sheet ] shall not bhave room to
set before your readers the causes of such a deplora=
ble state of tlungs, but may do so in anotker commu-
nication. .

“It is very much to be regretted thatin a placo
where clergymen aro so much required, tnany should
speedily loose their health,and become unfit for fur-
ther duty. Within the last four weekg, ths Rev. Messrs.
Haywarad, Preston, Hamilton, and Frdeman bave been
compelled to relinquish their posts of duty, and to scek
for change of air and seene.  The Rev. Mr. Henlett,
from Kululee, is the latest arrival we hear of, May
the field of labour socn-be more fully occupied.”— Cor-
respondent of London Guardian.
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The Indépendance of Brussels and soxie of 1he Ber
lin papers state, as news from St. Petersburg, that
orders hLave been givon for the construction of a fload
ing-bridge, to extend from Fort Michael, on the south,
to Fort Nicholas, on the north side of’the roudstead
of Sebastopal, so a8 to assure the retreat ©f the garrs-
sonin case of need. There is some error of dotwil in
this announcement, Fort Nicholas being on she somtb
side of the roads ; but the character ang object of thy
new construction correspouds with thy statement from
the Vienna Gazeite, whoss correspondent at Odezsa
also thus writes toucbing the situstion of Sebastopol i—

« By our most intelligent military men it is univer-
slly sdaitted thatil the allies pmb forward as oner-
gatically nathey have hitharto done, the south side of
Sebastopol wmt in the end dnevitably fall. The gm-
fisou's hurcie aeliencrifice ewd contampt ofdeath delay,
bot cainot avert, Yus staady, if slow progremof he

' basiegers, who dsy Dby duy paln ground upon them,

All the various-reports of t8e Frenchand Enplish jovr

dls About interrapted tommunication between the

nocth and the douth fide, torrible epidemicd which
#uge amongst thoe besioged, 15,000 sick in Sebmtopol,

| wan} of proyisions. and. amunition, and e on, a4



