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glory of the Lord, mednatmé both on:

the benefits or the divine perxectlons,,

and on the depths of the incarnation.
This *rock is a refuge to herons,” that is,
to sinners. Hither do purer souls flee
like doves, and build their nest in the '
recesses of this rock ;
harts, who are wont to seck the lofty

mountains, and whose conversation 1is.
in heaven, here find theirplace of rest.

From hence, * they suck honey out of
the rock, and oil out of the hurdest
stone.” (Deuteron. axxii. 13.)  For, |
in his paesian, Christ was Like tac hard-
est rock, in bearing torments and in-:
juries; and when that rock was struek,
there flowed out oil to heal our wounds, :
and the honey of divine consolations.

¥rom hence we may conclude what
end a Christian should propese to him-
gelf in incditating on the Passion, viz. :
either to purily his soul {rom sin, or to
advance it in virtue, or to unite it by
the most ardent love to God.

Moreover, we may consider the Pas-
gion as a subject, either of joy, or sor-
row,

It 15 a subject of joy, because in that |

mystery, the abyss of divine mercy is
disclosed, the gaie of héaven is opened,
the extent and depth of divine love are
exhibited, and the great value of man is
most clearly wanifesied. Hence, Abra-
ham seeing this day of the Lord’s Pas-
sion, in the ram which was substituted
for his son Isaac, “syw it and re-
Joiced,” (Genes. xxii. 13. John viii.
56.) and Christ himself in the Canti-
eles, terms this the day of his corona-
tion, of Lis cspousals, and of the jpy of
his heart. This mode of considering
the Passion is suited to the perfect.

The next mode is by way of grief
and compassion, because Christ has
suffered so much, and his sufferings
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and others like

‘have been caused b) me. And ashe
himself felt so much sorrow and sadness
(it is just that I sl ould sympathize with
“him, lest that complaint which he made
.should be applicable to me: ¢ And I
looked for one that would grieve toge-
ther with me, but there was none; and
for one to comfort me, and I found
none.” Psal. Ixviii. 21.

Christ likewise drank the chalice of
his Passion, not only by enduring tor-
-mcnt in hs> body, but also b_y thinking
of his torments beforehand in his mind,
(Of the former, he said to the sons of
' Zebedee : ¢ Can you drink the chalice
‘which I am about to drink > Mat. xx.

: 2. Of the latter,there is the addition,
V(i St Mark, x. 38.) “Can you

| drink the ehalice which I drink ; or be
baptized with the baptism, with which
I am baptized ? as if he was cven then
daily drinking it, from the apprehen-
 sion of his lmpendmar torments. But
+in the garden of Gethsemani, he entire-
ly drained it. W herefore, we should
)endea\ our to drink our chalice in this
+ two-fold manner, both by conformity of
tsuffering, and an affcction of compas-
sion.

In this affection, we will follow the
example of the Mother of Christ,whose
soul was pierced through by the sword.
Luke ii. 33. This is also the peculiar
gift of God, concerning which we read
in Zacharias, (xii. 10.)  “ And they
shall look upon me, whom they have
pierced, and they shall mourn, as one
mourneth for an only son.”

But this affection will not suffice, un-
l2ss there be a similitude in suffering—
either by voluntary punishment of the
bndy, or by cheerfully enduring thoss
afflictions which eome to us from others.
For amon«st the gifts of God. St. Paul
reckons: ¢ not onlv that you ghould




