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Kitigdom of Gyd. ‘F'lie giacd of regeneriion s 833d 1w he in.
herent in baptivn, ida&\\ix{’ch. uggt istuttadhid toit by theDivine
instnation of our.lleddemer, 1t 1y infulhbly dmparted' voless
when the mcredulity, or pecversenese ol the receivep ppposes
an vbstacle to itsfyperation. '{l‘hls punfying, reggnerating, and
saving virtue infierent in Baptism according 10° Catholit -doe-
tone, is ascribed to the laver by St.Pauliu tho inost unetnisoenl
tetiws, 11t aii. 3, ete.  ** Wo ourselves ulsu, he ssvs, were
some tiise unwise, inceedolous, erring, slaves ,lq'dzver,s desites
and pleusures, living o malice and envy, hateful aid ﬂﬁﬁhg ohe
another.

viuur appeared not by the wurds of josavs, winch we have
done, but according w dis mercy hpg saved us, by the laver q{'
regencration, and renovatian of the Tfol Ghost, whom he hath
pouted forih upun us abundantly threng Jesvs Chitist our $a-
viour ; that being justtfied by lis grace, we: may bo -heurs; ac-
cording to hope ot hfe pvorlasting. . . ,

From this general ductnne of the Cathobe church. relative
to the saving effects of baptism it is notfo be_niferred; that “all
who receive the sucred ordinandes ate ifdTRblY fepbherited,
or that theie eternal salvations 15 wfalhibly secured.  Nu; we
have 100 many reasona to boligve Abat all whoare bapusod. shall
aot be saved. Simon thg mugician, as wo rend, dcis vai. re-
mained in * the Gall of bitterness, and ‘in the quwd}a oi‘f:ﬁduit‘f’
althoogh baptism had been administbred 1o With by un Apomle
becaese t* bis hoart was not gight inthemiglt of God.””  Yet
e eflicacy of the Sacratment pg pot takep away, baeyusc an iwe
dividual deprives himself ol its Saving Lynefis, When by her
perverse disposition the sval re.aains th sin, shhough exieraally
washied with the puniying stream, shie receives itrdeed ike cha-
racter of thochildy;althaugh sha bt not lovely, becanse destituie
of syactifylng, gruge, When through human weukness a re-
peneraied sobil vivlates hier baptismal engaremonts she she for
feit~ the priviluges uf a child witiout ccastny to béar the im.
».kss.  Ina geueralsense, all bapized men are olaldreir of God
bucause they received that character by means ot the Sacrapent
of yegeueration, but thei final aceeprapce depends on therr cor-
respondence with the grace by which they have been raised to
that dininy. : : .

The well kdown-fact-objected ta our dotirine—of carly symp-
tows of cotruptled. napprg i regeacrated childeén, cven cre they
begin to lisp, aud the flagrant uansgrcssioniof God by cbris-
tiun adults 18 easily reconaled with whatwe have lutlierto seid
upon baptism, Man.is both & free-agens und 2 finwe beng;
consoquenuly heecan err, and. hus B5ryr, ¢riransgiession against
the, law of Gud, is siptul, l\cm\\ae_vo(*un;arx‘; this 1y actual sin.
When by baptism, as explained above, oriiual sin is retmtted
unto us, we still remain free agents, fimtd and hunted bemds;
wo have uot become vipeceable. Yot arded by he grace of God
the regencrated suul.can parsgyere ta the end anats bapuswal in-
nucence.  Although by the laver of Bapusp the fruits of the
redemption he abundautly applied to our sonls, effaciig onginal
s, (and m sduhs prapuly dishnstd;detual sinalsu) restoring
us to the dignity ofihairs to the kwgyfam.of heavan; yetst has
pleased the great, disposer pf all things t}m.thc infinmities and
wostality of pur budies, 1he diso dérs of'the hvman mind, the
weakness and' propensities oi thé hdmah héadt; should: remain,
Loth 2s proofs; and welanctoly taoed ot dug orfmnid degrada-
non., Henee while ave pse in-the canditiyn of. Vaatgres on the

stage of probation, we arejable by a¢ival transgressions of the |’

law of Gud, 10 fyrfeit our Teacquired right 1o Bedven' - Not
that drifinal$in oude canarlled By shse laver ofBaptisnd; rédunies
lis empire ovér the chrsiay seal—+whichandeed . wquld ber a
gruss error—but through the Voluntary viglations of the sacred
laws of God. ‘I'he human passions thouglft ndisditve of the
corruption, weskness, dud lhinfiation vf:owy nature ate not sinfud
 themscelves ; they are left us foryous-triak and, probaton.—
‘The great work ofour.xegenceationis. not.. .10, recelve LMs final
conspmmation, in gnis life, when we shall become citizens of
the new Jerusilem, it {3 thén, i€ urag Ve said, thab-we ate,
wruly, and really; vestoréd to out promised inhentance: -

What we bave, hitherto, su1d ou the ungonam tople biéfote us

s,

13 redubib}e 1 Y plidwylily opnéral hddds. * WEHiPall ‘born
SHildréi of (K336 ack o ca‘&ffms&"mﬁﬂ gn.  FEM' this

falten state it has plozsed our Cieater, to raite us, tuzongltthe

Bnt when the goodneas and hindness of God our Su-|-

raeiwn and death of his Divine San. P'he laver of bapuym
8 thio inedinliy ot instiumient by wliteh thy huinan soul that was
deat before Gad, 1s segenerhted and add he adopted clntd of
hgaven, ‘Therois no virtue, howeves, asenibed 1o the sacra-
mems, except us a weans divinely cliosen, 1o apply 1o our souls
the ml-rita of the sutibnng, aud the death ol our Luord, ‘Lho
power uf Gad and the metits of ur'tedewmtier, ure the suurces of
-saeramental efficacy ; und a proper stuty of nnnd i adulis s
requized:10 receive the gruce which the saerament from ns di-
vine'institution js intended to consey.
From'the above-outlines of our ductrine resniecting bapusin,
our friend the constant reader of the Guardian has concluded,
that we poor bemghted Papusts trust lur our ewcenal salvauon
to (ri\'iaf ceremonies and a brolien covenant of works ! Is this
not coling 1o 2 conclusitn at a jump ! Puaor logician tns An-
tigohidli‘turrespondent of the Guardian,  Wuh reguid to what
our friehd has eaid, zelative 10 the application ut Wi} 1w Ahe so-
Jemn adininistration of the Sacrament of bapusm, it witl seffico
’td reply thut Cathohes are taught by their chusch, that e ¢»
¥ente of baptisin consists in an wblution made with water i
the name of the Father, Son, and Holv Ghust, with a view 1o
porfotin th3 rite instituted by Christ whichis pracused i 1he
chnreh.  flence we say. T iapize thee, in the name of the ¥a-
ther, and of the:Son, atd of the Huly Ghust.  Lvery thing elso
s ritnal or cetemonial, apd may be omitted without injury 10 the
Shcrament, thodgh it were hughly improper o do so, on private
authority unless in case of emergency-—owing to the uuiversal
iractice of the chutch. The annvinung the breast and shoul-
ers with oil, is a very ancient rite 1 the Catholie Church. Si.
Cyril of Jdrusalein, St. John Chrysostom, St. Gregmy the
Great make mentivn of ity 38 a nite geuerally used o their duys.
It has an apt sjgnification, that in ** the unctivn of the breast
and shoulders the firmness ot faith and perseverance i anod
wotl's may be designated.”” Theuscuon with sacred chrisin
on the crown of the head immediately atter Bapusm is menvion-
ed in several ancient Liturgical, and Rutual Books. Tertullian
who flourished in the end of the second ceutary mentions the
ceremwny. ** Having cdme forth fiom the laver, says this au-
cienv writer] we are anointeéd with blessed unction according
tn-the spered rite’’ ete. " “he anomung of the head sigmifies
the wisdom which we have in Chnst. who is to be vur crown
and happiness, as it is explained by St. Ambrose.

t This, to conelude with the words of the Ri. Rev, Dr. Xen-
rick, Cathulic Bishop of Philadelphia, whose admirable Treatise
ve Baptism, the undersigned has followed i the abise hurned
remarks, all the rites which are used in the admunstration of
baptisr are full of signification, and are derived from \enerable
antiquity.  Some of them, may, without temenity he considered
of" Apustolic orizin. ‘o censure 1hem would be 1o condemn
the whole Chrisuan Chuich in the earliest, and brightest age-,
and inditectly dt lenst the Apostles themselves, to whon they
Findty sbefarrly ascribed:”’

Intending 10 malke the solfidian principles of the Constant
Readrr of the Guardian, as embudied 1 the second part of his
fepistle 1the‘subject of another connumeatiou,

Iremaiu, Messrs Ednors, &e.,
GAEL..
Antigonish, 1ith June, 1847.

TO CORRESPONDENTS,

We havezeceived a Letter signed A Protestant
and. dated: from th¢ North West. Arm, n which
the writer says that thete are some Protestants now
lying diok of Fever in Melville Island, and: com-
plains! that no Protestant Minister has yet visited
that : desolate. abode of ;suffering and death.~—
Thie writer-indulges in some reflections on the punc-
tual and daily ministrations of our clergy, and the
wﬁpkp,a}rgnt‘indiﬁ'etfznce of others. We are unwilling

lowever, for obvious reasons, to publish his corn-
iypiicitior-¢iwes W cdntot forget that Piotes.
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