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On the tenth day after the Pope’s death, the
Dean of the Sacred College sings the Solemin Mass
of the Ioly Spitit in \he same chapel of the choir
wherein the Funeral Mass was celebrated. After
the Gospel, a preacher, previously appointed by a
Pontificial Brief, ascends.the pulpit, and addresses
a grave and solemn allocution to the Cardinals, to
exhort them to give promptly a holy and zealous
pastor to the Church of Jesus Christ. At the end
of the Masg, the Cardinals meet againin the sacris-
ty, in order to take the last steps. From that
meeting thzy pass in procession to the place of the
Conclave. They shut themselves up in the chapel
of the palace, with no assistants but vhe Masters
of Ceremonies, and the Secretary of the Sacred
College. The Apostolical Constitations and the
Laws of the Conclave for the election of the Pope
are read, and all the Cardinals swear obedience
to them,

TRNETS OFR THEROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
FAIRLY EXPLAINED.

The author of the fullowing pages claims no
other than the merit of compilation. To.attempt
any thing origmal in point of Christian Iaith,
would soon lead to fulschood and heic., ; for the
tenets of faith are nut like the principles of any
natural science, which being csdsentially imperfect
arg-always subject to improvement, and therefore
tv change. Religion with its principles, came
pure and perfect from the hands of Gud ; improve-
ment is consequently impossible, and the greatest
and highest authorized exertion whi¢h man can
make 1s to explain, defend, or enforce the princi-
ples of this divine dispensation. What is perfect
cainot be improved.

The object of the anthor is two-fuld: He wish-
es that this little treatise may be uscful to his Ca-
tholic and to his dissenting brethren.  The formcr
may perhaps in some degree, be instructed in
their religion , they may sce that the tenets of their
faith rest on solid grounds, that they are not real
objects of ridicule ; that they have gfteq been mis-
represented, and !.;l_xa&tfgom their reasoriabless they
merit not only their théoretical, but“their practical
assent. Interested polemics, and interested minis-
ters, have frequently misrepresented these tenets
Learning the real naure of our créed from this
fair and unbiassed exposition, our dissenting bre-
thren may perhaps throw away someo of their pre-
judices, and view Catholicity through a purer me-
dium. The fullowing pages treat of those tenets
which are most odious 1n the eyes of.those who
dissent from us. Hence the author calls them
* the most important tenets of the Cetholic Chureh’
without wishung however to insinuate, that in
themselves they are more important than the other
articles of our creed, Al are equally important in

themselves;, because they are all revealed tnths
but the disagreement of the diffierent Christian so-
cicties in regard to those, which form the subject
of this tract, attaches a superionity of relatne
inpurtance to thuse winch are here discussed,

The well known esposition of Catholic faith by
the ¢minent French Divie, Bossuet, Bishop of
Meaux, has beent of great scrvice to the auchor.
His plan is neady the same, and his object identi-
cal witir those of that very able and very cminent
man. It ts recorded of this expositivn, that when
it made its appearance i Pruce, the Calviists
immediately charged the author with having be-
trayed his church.  They said that when  Rowme
saw his work, the thuuders of the Vatican would
be levelled agaiust him.  But how  great was their
surprise, when the Pope approved of the work, aud
complimented ,the author in two  successive
briefs, when Cardinals and Bishops vied with
each other in applauding the author and his
work. )

Bossuet's exposition was principally intended
for the Calvinists—the author of these sheets thinks
that the plan might be catended.  Bossuet's ubject
was not to prove the expounded tenet—the author
of the following pages thinhs, that a succinct proof

ywould often be useful.  So far Ly attemyts to gain

the samne ends by different means. | But he is very
far fiom intending to iusinuate, that the following
i1s an imprevement of Bussuet’s cxposition.  He
has not such prestunptivu—he would be willing to
move within the penumbra even of a theologian
of iuferior mend to that of the gueat Bishop of
Meaux.

The eminent modern coutrovertist, Lingard,
has also been of service to him, aud he deems I
honourable to be indebted to such a character ; for
he considers it houvurable to have derived any ad-
vantages from, a modal of theological hnowledge
cluoguent diction, and stipetior acyuircuents.  Hay-
g prownised these obscrvations, he commits the
rest to the public, Lelicving that he can claim at
least one merit, that attaches with such pezuliar
grace to the two Divines wentioned above, to wit,
that of having fuuly cxpluincd the Cuthuiie tonets
and of not hoving betrayed the principles of his
Church. i

——

CHHPTER L
OF- EXCLUSIVE SALVATJON,

The belief of the Catholic Church on the subject
of exclusive salvation has been much and frequent-
ly misrepresented by the enemies of her creed.—
They have long believed that this church in the
plenitude of her uncharitableness has deomed, and
still daoms to certain reprobation, all those wha do
not profess her code of faith.

ithout ¢ "verting, in support of this tenet, to



