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SIN AND CONSCIENCE.
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Tlirie are tivo forces thant are tiostined
ti trouble the macere~td nt. . The
oaile i .iii and i te athor canseience. B3e

anguago-a gainit andi pit-ib'ss fac to ieet
at, im uiexlieuteî t.urni in the road. Onu
t-f tule -rr<t, vi.orks o>f thie Spirit is tti conf-
'tiice tif 4in. Hoe worh.4 an the conscience.

A mîari rnay imaginu that hecatise biis
cons.lcienve is herdencil riow tirat it wtili ai-
ivays lie so, but in e'n iotri lihen lie thinhis
luit liis mral nature nîay asscrt, itqelf andi
o% erwbluln liiimn wtitb remourse and caîîfu-
sion iii view (if bis traîrisgresi<îns.

'l'lie old Flelircwv lotilked upcmn sin as a
inatlness. Wias lie mit r'ight! Dues it fot
distort.. falsify anti paralyzeï Becmuse
the moral nature is asepor dend, 15 it
any re:lson blhat it. niay flot awaze soîne-
tinie like a giant in bis tnigb-It.. \Ve have
kîîou' ni lersons who seenîod to lose al
tlicir muoral nature w bon dIreatiting. We
rocaîl

A REN1iARKABLE INSTANCE,

wliîcbcl w ill illustra to our point:
A frieud oi ours, noiw an eleriy lady,lia.i a <Ireani inalier youtb so vivid and

m iec.l anld yet powverf ul in its tahns
that, she retains it as a life long renrouni-
rance. At thie tine of its occurrence she
was in Roine, witli a young fernale, taking
iii, as Aunerican tourists are wont to do,
the wtonders of the eternal city.

.After an arduous day of sigil.t-seeing,
slie wen. to bcd andi dreamedl sbe and iier
n:ece iere rnîrcig asick miiser. They wore
together in the sicki rnnn's chaniber. His
vast 'tvtaith was displayed around him.
The tinio camne ti, zuministor blie rzsuai
îrredic-ne. She coolly deliberated with lier
niûeoon the feasibility of givin, bier
patient'a dose of poison, and«taking-, ail
the inoney and valibles for theiselves.

Sire îrelthe poisoîn -gave it tce Irjuri.
Iii ler dreanr sie saw bieiself vatehiz (y iLs
efft3ets. fle %vus to fali rasleep, anrd siwly
cease to breatie. lis cbnigfeatures
were carefally acrutinhzeid. by her. ThO
potion worked iveiI. She feit of biis
Eimba as they rew% écolder. Wheni dead
she prepared h'ni for burial.

I have k-lled hirn, she thouglit, but no-,
body will knowe it. She actuaily exultte4
in lier deed. Lier inoral nature rias obli-
terated. She touk his wealth 'tith the aid

of lier acconiffliceo u er iodgings. Not a
pang (if compoinction crosed lier niind.
'Vjtti tho ttuost of coinposire slre tbouight
of lier decd and the joy bier nowly found
wealth gave lier.

Teseeo changril. Sbie wvas iii chuircli,
but grati lied andm lrappy inr w'bat sbe bad
'lune, adi lier fouily ac(tiireri Possess-
i mn3. Tho niiiic roiied tbî'ougfl i 'tast
cathuedrai arches. he service proceeded.
'l.he ch' iii- clraîted:- "Wnsli mc t bm rougli-
ly froin maine iniquity, anti cleanso mne
froin îny sir. For I acknoivledge mny
tranîsgressioîns; ard iny sinl 1s evOr before
me. Againsiit t-ice, tlice only, have 1
sinned, and donc this e,.il in thysilt.

«UI to this tiiune no sbadoiv of ili-desert
rested upon ber. Stiddenly, as ligiliteri-
intg out of a cicar slcy, conscience asserted
iLs prerogative. Slie saw lier glbastiy deed
in itstruc higlit. ler tirrainature revoit-
Pd at bier act whcr 8hie caine to berseif.
Oyerwhehuued, wit.lu sliaine, renorse axîd
tiespair, feeling that the eyes of the uni-
verse ivere burnin- inttî lier soul, site tried
to utter in one des4pairiirî shriek tbe tor-
mien't tbat consuinied bier. She awoke
uiever to forget tîtat dreait-nevcr to have
efr.aceel froin mnenr<îry tlie joy that tbriil-
cd lier whensaie recalized tirat sbc 'tva not
thAI iost, gtui'ty creaturo, branded with the
curse of Carin, tbiat bier dreani liad depicted
bier to ho. Why rnay not this conviction
of sin, titis arngny blaze of conscience comeù
at any muomnent it time or ini eternity?

In sucir awfui revunision of the inner
life upon itseîf, in tire revel-ation, of its
mroral rectitude înarred and starned by its
ovin Iyiifîn act, wbat pruvents torment,
reinorse and despair seiznag upon their
prey?
,i"Wlîeî tbou aiwakest," says tire Psalrn-
ist, "thiou wilt despise theirin'e
'%Xili net tiusiiirner al.hoiiri own guilti-
ness alsî'? AnA, this leatis us to'reniark ini
coniclusIon, lrow hrappy tic soul confident
that so:ne day lie sbhiii awake, iiot to ;*be
ec'nfrorrted l'y tire 'horrible irage cf Iiis
sin, but to buc ir tire lilceress of bis R1e-
deeiuer. 'J shall be stisfied when I
awake iîr tiy.likeiresa-."

A Cathoic legend says tbat the devil
gave a herinit the teiroice of three great
vices, erre of wlriclr was drurrkenncss.
Tho1 hernit dr ose this as being tire least
sinful. He bucanro drurnk and he commit-
ted tihe other two.
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