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the same. Truae, the seal of the covenmnt
s beén changed, but the blessings sym-
Bolized, and signified by the seal, always
remained the same. Circumeision under
the Jowish dispensation war the “seal of
the rightcousness of faithi" Rou. tv. 2.
Baptism js the seal under the Ohristizn
disptnsation, Like Circuracigion it is an
act of conseeration to God—a visible sign
that beliovers shall be justified by faith,
Now, as siyns, both Circumcision and
Baptism signify the very same thing—
the necessity ‘of spiritual cleansing in or-
der to acceptance by God. Again, as
szolsthoy arealike. They bind God, as
cne party to-the convenant, to bestow ull
promised blessings; and -man the other
party, and recipient of the blessings, to
perform all duty., As the covenant has
ever béen the same, so theseals involving
the same obligations, have ever been the
same, though changed as to ‘the-mode of
applying-them. As then children receiv-
ed the sezl under the old dispénsation
they have a right.to receive it uhdér the
new—*T will be 2 God to thy seed.” -

3. The identity of the Church, under
both.dispensations is_clearly proved by
the Apostle Paul jn the 1ith Chapterof
his ¢pistio to the Romans. There he re-
presents the Church under the figurg of a
tree, from which certain branchés were
brolien off. By these broches he evi-,
dently meany the Jews, who weleseparat-
ed from the Church bucaugg: of their un-
belief.. Other scions, or believing Gen.
tiles, were grafted on. The Gentiles
were in danger of becoming proud, and
Boastiul, on account of “their privileges.
‘The'Apostle cautions themiiottoexnltover
tho fallen Jew in thése words, ‘‘Boast not
against the bronches But if thou boast,
thod bearest not the root bat the root -

thes,” Roy. x1. 18 —°“ Your source of |’

blessing is the ancient stock.” It isclear
front' these words, that Paul regarded the
Church as one, and that the. Chri
dispgnsation is only & prolongation of tho
Jewish one.

4, The identity of the Church is seocp
atill fartherin the fact, that the Jews are
to be recouciled to God, and are te be put
in possession of the blessings:of the eov-
enant whieh God made twith their ances-
tor Abrgham. When this event takes
place, they are to be gatheved, not inte &
mew Church, having an organization diff-
crent from what it has at present; but in-
to the snme Church from which they were
oxcladed. The olivre tree remains the
game, and tho branches which wers bro-
Een off, will be grafted on again; rot, yon
will qbserve into another, but into their

A tism,™ or t6 *

qzén ol‘ive tree. It is clear then that the
Jewish and Christian branches of the
hurch have both the game tree ; snd if

same covenant, seeuring the samie

_ two Testaments, but.only one Bible ; and
two dispensations, bit.only one Church.

It is indeed true; that cectainchan-

- ges were made by Christ and his Apos-
tles under him. These were neccessary,

as the head of the Church designed to ex-

tend the bleatings of salvation to the

Yhole world.. Among these changes, the

‘Sabbath was'changed from the seventh, to
the first day of the week, The Aaronic

priesthood wiis superseded by the Christ-

ian ministry. Certain ceremonial distinc-

theleast touched theidentity of the Churéh.
,  Now, whist theve were these, and
" other-changes effected .under Divine di-

modifieation, either expressed, or implied
was.ever made by Christ-or his Apostles
“in regard to-the privileges and duties of
parents.ss entitled, and required, to: seal,

all this it follows ; that, as childven were

parentsin the Church under the first dis-
yensation; so they.are in the same ense
to be included :in.the sccond, .
To.this'view itbus been objected, thab
‘a3 baptism i flie only initiatory rite of
the Christian Cliurch;-and.as belief is es-

lieve, they’dannbt be memberawt Christ's
Church.”” - To thisobjeation I'returh. the
Jollowing answerse:* .~ ° - L

1. I Jeny thy*edirectness’of

i

rents'ite By profession, membérs of the
visibild Church, :‘belief is essential tobap-
¢ *Church membérshig.” 3

regardl to-sick infants, they avé'Jork: in
the Churck, and receive the seal of Bip-
tism, because of [their membership. Did
. the Jewish child Yequire to believe before
hewascircuincised ¥ No. Was it circum-
cision that gave him charth membership?
No. There is a great differenca between
baptism as admiuistered to those who are
born in the Church, and the baptisn of
proselytes or adults coming from -the
world intec the Church. Wherever the
| Scriptures speak of faith as an esseatial
qualification of baptism, it is always in

I reference to thelatter. Theyneverspeak

-

tions between clean and nnolean wers a-
bolished. But none of these changes it

rection ; it is worthy,-of notice,. that.no,.

ny ¥ - thg prem-’
ises frori Which'thg conelusion is drawn— -
that in, the,case of infants, w’q‘ose'pa- v

the samo. treg, then the simp 'root-—;the““‘
{0
jngs to the Jews nnd Gentiles. We have

to their children the blessings of the.cov- .-
énant as members.of the Chuyreh,. From:. .

by Divine:command included with their .

sentialto bajtism, it is esgential to Church -
membership;;—and as children:cannot be.: -



