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THE CRITIC.

In the event of 3 European outbreak Great Briaio wonid be able 1o}
send 10 sez 2t 2 month’s notice fonty-four modern tatle-ships and belied
craisers 1o cope. in case of rnecessity, with Franees iwenty-thece, Russia’s
fifltezn, Germany’s twelvs, or Italy’s ten; so that no possible comuiaation
of any two of the grzat Powe:ss wenld place England at a disadrantage.

“The coal supply of the world is likely to last for 2 loag time yet betor:
1t becomes « haested.  The Emplisk Mechanic says that the coal-GzUs of
Belpiom, Hoilang, Switzesland, Dermark, Germany, ard ldhemia, arz csu-
mated 10 corergn area of 60,000 sqeare miles ; thore of Austres, Spain.
TPornuvgal, Italy, 203 Greece, 30,000 10 39,000 squate miles: those of Hus-
aiz are unexplored, but ske has already sarveyed =,200 squate wiles.  Ia
1538, the colleries of Kursk-Khatkow, the 822 of Azov, and Dapetz pro-
duced 1,300,000 tons of coal, and ia 18S9 the output had rizzn to atow
2,350,000 tons.  Japan is also well supplied with coal-fizlds in process of
d-velopment.

A strapge story 13 circulated in India about a gold plate which is said to
kave fallen from Heaven, having on it insciipiions in the Tamil and Telegu
langoages. The MHiadoo Palriot gives the followicg version of it:—* A
plate made of the ficest gold, contziniag the foiloxing inscription, fell from
Heaven 20d was foard in the temple ground at Benares by the person who
saw it fall.  The inscription was:—* From the month of June, 1390, God
Himeelf wili rale as Emperor of Hindoostan, incarnating Himself in human
form. From that time forward there will be justice all over the worid, and
the munis (sages) will be worshipped by the people. Al the discases of
men will be cured, dogs will walk and talk as human beings do, and man,
whose life Is now established at 50 yearz, willin the futare have it extended
10 125 years.'”

The prohibitionists of the United States have been injuring their cause
by the intemperazce of their langeage at the recent National Temperance
Congress in New York city. One champion of the cause remarked that if
the Federal Constitution does not permit Congzress to pass 2 prohibitory
liquor law 1113 **time 10 get 13d of” the Constitution, ana that he isready to
skoulder his musket for that parpose- A number of other speakers were
equally valiant, and Joseph Cook, of Poston, expressed the opinion that
Prohibitionists “ may uliimately need the musket,” and that * we may have
barricade-riots yet.™ These fire-caters wonld do well 1o remember that the
1sws of 2 country are mide by the majority, and also that such advocacy
of a cause will do little to stamp out 2n acknowledged evil.  The spectacin
of an angry P:ohibitionist going for the Constitation of the United States
with the ** short end ” of his musket would be almost amusing. Ilntemper-
ate speaking wili never do the cause of temperance any good.

The projected Railway entirely across the Russian Fmpire from west to
cast is an undentaking of great imponance. A road already runs from St
Petersburg, by way of Moscow, 10 Samara on the castern bank of the Volga
River. At the latter city, or tow, is the only iron bridge across this great
waterway, and from there to Ufa, a distance of 302 miles cast, the road has
beenbuilt. It is now proposzd to continue the line actoss Siberia to Viadi-
stock, on the Japan Sea, 2 distance of 6,660 miles from St. Petersburg
When it is recollected that this is more than twice the length of a line from
New York city to San Francisco some conception of its magnitude may be
formed.  The carrying out of this vast undertaking will do mors in the way
of carrying the cnlightning, humanizing iofluences of modesn cirilization
into that land of horvors, Siberia, than anything clse possibly could do. The
doing away with the terrible overlind journey, to which exiled prisoners
were condemned, would be a2 matter for rejoicing to all who have the good
of their fellow-men at heart.

The quistion of precedence, recently brought up at the Methodist Con-
fereoce, 1s discussed in a semi comic vein by ** Knoxonisn” in the Canadian
Presbyferian. He thinks, and rightly, that viewed from a practical stnd-
point, the whole, thing is 2 scresming fzice, and asks “ how much would
Methodism gain if Superintendent Carman walked side by side with the
Archbishep of Quebec?” He suggests several methods of arranging the
right of precedence, any one of which appears quitc 28 sensible as the pre-
seat arrangement, which givesthe first place to the Romun Catholic prelates
simply because they are Catholics. “ Somebody,” he aays, * must go firat,
and somebody must come last.  There must be a front and a rear in every
processiot. How would it do to arrange the representatives of the different
churches in a line and march them up abreast.  General Middleton might
take command. How would this plan work: Bring the Archbishops,
General Superintendents, Moderators, Presidents, and 2!l the other clcrical
dignitaries to a #arting point, give them a fair send off, and let the digni-
sy whe could make the best time get there first  Perhaps these methods
are not sufficiently intellectoval. Supposing the officisl digunitaries be
arranged in the order of their preaching power. Let the man who can
preach the best sermon head the procession, and the poorest preacher bricg
up the rear.  How would it do to give first place to the best speaker? A
competition in Homilelics might do very well. Let the man who can make
the beat sermon plan in ten minutes take the lead.  How would an examina-
tion in Hebrew do3” One can smile at these suggestions, but seriously,
from the standpoint of those who now bring up the rear on ceremonial
occasions, something sbould be done to adjust the matter with fairness.
The Canadicn Presbyterian, in its editorial remarks, says it was unfortu-
nate that such 2 contemptible thiog should have been put side by side with
grave and important matters in the Supreme Court of the Church. * Silent
and freezing contempt” is what it recommends as proper treatment for the

Tableof Precedence,

. The proposition 1w shortess the course at Harvard Collzge 10 three years
instead of four is awakening much discussion in edneationsl circles  The
benefit zecruing 0 bright and clever stndestn fram this shoriering of the
coursc woud be marked. The fact ix that the clevar stadzrts are kegt
hack by thote who are nat so gified, and of by eanticg off 2 year fram the
colieze couric and giving it to basiness or professional life, the yuang men
who po#sess a {air share of brains car be benefitted, then the chang= is une
10 be welcomal 2s an assistance on the ‘road 10 cuccess 'a Life, whete an
carly start muet be an advarntage.  Much «jipasition to ths chanze is maar-
festied in ecriaia quattess, bat it is tolezably clear to a majority of taose
interested that 2 year of pracuca! expericace is waursh mare than the sam=
time spent 2t college, when the oblzct to be ackievsd'can as casily bz aceaa-
plisded 13 thice years as ia four.  Columbiz Collgge, under the yizogressive
Presidency of Sith Law, his, it i« stated, alteady prozided for the shortened
course, and it is probsble that other coliees will foilow the 12ad of Harvard
and Columbia before lonz. It may bz hazd an the ¢ dundzr heads "—if we
may be ailowed to supposc that there are any sach ia institutisns of learo-
1ag—but the benefit wili b2 12 thuss Fho ate the brighics:, and therefors
the most valuable men 1o be 1n =ctive work cariy in hife.

It doubtl=ss is & great step forward that crims 1s begraniag to bz cr1s11-
cred a moral disease, for which trcatment is nccessary, but it i« jast as
certainly 2 dangerous doctrine 10 spread among crimivala.  If that class
arc given 10 understand that all the wrongs they commit will be condozed
on account of their incpacity to 1esist eval impalses, 1t 1s probzble that =n
alarming iccrease 1a crime will be the result.  When unce a boy or gisl finds
ouat that the plea of sickness will gire them a holiday from schocl they
become frequent subjects of * schoo! sickness,” ard it would be the sam»
with criminals. Letthem understand that wrovg-doing deserves punish-
ment 2nd will receive it.  This will have more effcct thab telling them that
they must be “treatel ™ for their ill doings. Every cifort that can be made
10 prevent the first false step being takea will prove of benefit, and folioa-
iag this the proper training of those who hate committed their fizst offence
agaiust the laws of the land will spare as the min wka
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Men of science, when they find a rrdical cure for the m2ntal sickneas which
causes so much trouble, can then take upon themsslves the task of ciiminat-
ing oril and sin from the haman heart.

——

The passage of the Uniied States pensisn bill mzaes the swelling of tae
peovion zoll for the fiscal year of 189z to an apgregate of neatly $1573,000,
000, possibly even more. Thus the surplus of $33.000 0co handed overto
President 1arrison by Grover Cievzland will soon be dissipated, with the
Frospect of 23 great 3 Ceficiency for the next fiscal yezr.  The pzople of tha
United States have been clamoring for the disiributioa of teis sarplug, sa
now they ought to b sstisfied. Tho Cinciopatti Cuismercial Gasetle srys
that there need be no trouble abdut what the saldizrs reczive, and nv pairiot
will begrudge the money that 1s bziog paid to the bays who ware th= blas.
** As for a deficit,” it says:—* Lot il cvine,  The soonzr  is fiaisly threart-
ened the better.  Its first effect would bz to put 1the heakes upun 1the waue
of public money. There is now 20 epidemic of extravagance If the pen-
sions paid to soldiers will stop thi< it will provz beneficial to the country in
general. At apy rate we will al=ays feel like taking off cur hstto a soldier,
and cestainly the Goverament would be usngrateful if it withkeld the legiti-
mate means 10 prevent 3 soldier or hiz widow or his orphn children from
begging bread.  Toe inorcey paid in p midos is not lost. It is distributed,
and the pzople who pay arc thuse wio have 2 coaotry beciuss the sollier
fought forit.  In the matter of pzn«waz 1t 1s far batter, under th- crrcun-
stances, to be geoerous than usja-t.”  Tais i5 the opinina of a Rspudblicaa
paper, the Dcmocratic papars uuwtraly ds an aparasz so highly of ths
bill.

Many sctious quesiions of nitious: aad international 1aterest are clum-
ing attentinn at the present tim=. Thz Africaa terntory matter sczms 1o bz
coming out of the tangle all right by the cessivn of Heligoland to Germany
in return for a large extent of icrsitory inthe Dark Continent.  Tae parting
with Heligoland is a blow to the pride of many Britishers, it bzing the first
distinct concession in many ycars wade by Britain of tenritory over which
she had undisputed control. .\oother subjecct of greater interest to Cana-
dians is the French shore dispute in Newfoundland. This as yet is in
sbeyance, and we will have 1o exercise paticace until it is scttled. One of
the most interesting of all the affairs s» prominznt at prescat is the crisis in
the British Ministry. The task of trying to pass three great and imporiant
bills—the Land Purchase Wi, the Tithes Bill, and the Licensing bill, hus
bzen almost 0o much for it. Things are better now than they were a fort
pight ago, but the weakness shown once may recur agsin.  Lord Salisbury,
in tsking the bold step of proposing the continuance of legisiation from one
session to avother, has stantled conservative old England. The Briush ar
liament is elected for seven yesrs. It sits ‘rom ycarto year, beginning in
the winter.  Each sitting is a session, and all business begun in the ssssion
must be finished before adjournment. The change proposezd will save much
useless labor and rob obetruction of its powers. It means 100 an added
power to 2 Ministry. Almost any measure could be passed with a majority
and seven years of Parliamentto do it in. Conservative members s1e aghast
at the change. It is difficult to scc why so niuch oppositioa shouid bs made
to what secms a common-sense movc, and saves the waste of time in going
over the same ground with legislation dropped at the end of a session,



