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HOME AND FARM.

"'e have groat pleasure in noticing a new agricultural periodical for the
Maritime Frovincoit, plîblislhad eomi-rnonthly nt Sackville, N. B., nt the
itoderate igtire of S1,Oi par anuitn, iu advauce, by Messrs. Paterson &
Gilbert. 'l'ho ilar~ilime Agrictiltiirist is Wall ivrittoj2, woll printed, and got
up in a Dnt reddi8h.brown cover, iaoniovhat in Lb a stylo of the excellent
Farilcr's Adrocalc of Londan, Ont. Titis now onterprise, for whioi WC
Itarn2atiy dosiro ûvory succeas, filla a decided %vant of the 'Maritime Proviu.
ced, fl %hici ive have always fuit il, %vas carcely creditabia that thora fihauld
ba but cite journal of fan agrictiltural character.

Wo quatie the followviiig soutid advice to farinors froin au agricutturat
oxehlango :"}'iIAUDS ON FAîRs-'eOntario dcpartrmont of Agricuil.
tural has issucd a bulletin deseribiug saine tvoiity or thirty varioties af
frauds practiced on farmprs by unfamiliar travelling agents. Tite frauda
ineludu the secd grain svindlo, by wbich iL is eaid $2,O0 lias beau takon
out af tho fztrmor& in Lennox and Addington alone. Theo is a Weil known
class af frauda in whichi the articles dolivcrod aro suited to the locality, hay
forka bcbng one af the favorites. This swindio consita in taking a note
front a fariner, iwhu thiuka h l Ù;.ining en agreement accopting tlio agouti,
for the sale af sonio tiseful artielp. Tha fiaud in queetion is not unknoiwu
in tho Mhritimne Provinces.

Tho ahoddy cloth trick iA mot canfinad ta Ontario, nor ti ligbtning-roil
deceptions. 'l'lie Catirio ïarinr is aiso victimnized by agents vwho lnu,îc
hii to aign bis natne La saine rofoence or to furnish il, for somui otîter
ininocenit plITposO, and who thrce nionths aftorwsrds finds a note of hand
written aboya bis signatuire, aud the document in the possession af an'1 in-
nocont hoider.' Among the iamediîîl masures proposed is that oz'ory county
agent shall bc required. ta procura a licouse front sarie duly authorized in.
dividuai on whoni will reat the rcspausibiiity af soeing that the business is
of a blorn fido chadractor. Saine very sensible recomînendatians are ruade ta
tha Ontario fermnera w"hiciî appiy Do less ta tho cauntrymon ini othor provin-
ces. IL la advised thaï, fariners refrain f romn acceptiug agoncies [romn strangerQ,or
indeed front leaving thoir legitirnate busiues on itny proeoxt te engage in
trade. Equally good is the couusel ta da ifli Doane but iwoll cstablishied
films, novur ta sign documents for a strangor, and nover ta aigu svithout
rosdiug. «MaIst farinera wvill pratest that they do net need ta bc told those,
thbags, and yct the înoiancholy histary af atch year, ivith iLs long liat ai
frauida, proves that the warung is stili noeuled2'

Tha followving exhaustive Amoxricin report protty %roll Sotties the statua
ai the Engiish Sparrow :-Tho Euglish sparrow has caule ta be a serioit.
problein in the agricultural intercas ai this country, and bas beau madotlie
subjeet af a bulletin front tho newvly-ostabliahod division af ornithoiogy and

z mammaiogy of the dopartmont af agriculture. The report says that the
fact that in Europe the chnracteristies of the sparroir had beon discussed
for conturies vwithout any absoluto settiamont, should hava muade us cautiaus
lu iîitroducing iL ta Atnarica. A thousand times as much, monoy 2ud

ence have beu expended in fighîtillg the sparroiws as ivero oxponded in
introdîicing thein nt firsL, aud tueo results of the effort iu the two cases are
painfuiiy dispropostionaté. IL ii ibsalutely neessarýy that active and coin.
preliensive nicasurea should be taken for the abatentant of this cvil.

SI The aparrow dace great injury ta ail kinds ai buds, bloasomas and folu.
age froru its bud-eatiag habit, and iu every towii and stata in the union
whore iL le abundant niany ornementai treas iud vinles are dama-cd by the

r filth fromn the birds. Therc la scarcely a garden fruit or vaeotable wvhich
~dots net sutter front the attack of tho sparrowas, grape-vinca sufforiug the

rnost. In California theo 'q danger af a losq te tie state ai mny thau-
Ssands. if not millions of dollars frain titis pcst. Tie sparrow is the only ii-

a doniesticatcd bird that eat.s tamatoos, and its palate aven delights lu ciii-
ct ante. IL dMes much rnlchief in the gardon. In ovary stage af gravtli

most vegotablca are more or less subject ta its attncks9. Peas, corn, lettuce
Y and csbbages suifer inost irbile lu the green stage ; poans and corn aiso wvhcu
Id
y> riponing their sccd. It is a nuisance ta neuvly-aepeded lawns, scratching up

the aeed -or pulling the tonder sprouts a3 thoy came up through the ground.
Myhcat suIfrrs froin tie tinie af sowing îîutil IL ia stored in Vhe birras or

*e levator; and aven then thoy find a îvay ta geL at it. Next ta vhaat, ai the
ch grain crop, tbe spirrow seenils ta prefer acta, and numeraus instances oi a

sitous loas ta Liais crap are reported. Thoy will not touch barley so long
Y as they can get anything botter, but thera are Limes wvhen aveu this croit
at
Oh suffera considerably froin their aitacks. Tho sparrow aise threatens te

soriausly dainigo tho field corn crop bn the near future, In somoe parts of
j-the country it lias bean round very destructive ta the ecdao a ifflont kinda

e.$ ai millet. It is very fond ai buckwhoat, ettRcking IL undar aIl circuimstancel.
r's Mare than a thîousand original contributions aud ail the avaiuable plib.
hie lislied tcstirueny an the su'eject Iead the dopartruent ta assort pasitivcly that
,f the sparrovr molosts out native 'airds and drives therm fraru aur gardons aa
oi parkil. The reports mention spocifically sovonty kinds which are knawn to
ch be inolestcd mare or blm by the spirrow ; îîîast ai these are kinds which art

st beneficiai ta the farmers and gardeners.
.lu consideting thîe other side ai the casa %vhotlier the sparrow bas aDy

insect-e,,ting proclitivies wbich shauld be placed tot its credit, the reparti
A.say that the bird docs net profer iusecL food ; -ind ny instances wdîsre il

nia hasi doue service ln destroying injurious inseta ara exceptional and readils
araccouuted for Wvben all the circumatances are linoivu. AUl od.eating biral,
. wbon inscls arce xtraardinarily nbundant, snbstituto insct food toa crtain

turnes destroys are procisely the insects that are alsa aceptable to other birda,
.awhilo othors which the cainnon birds devour grocediiy the aparrow noez

touches. Thus the sparrow dooq no kind, af benoficial work whlch could


