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oatalogue. Say for oxample that number 10 wishes to connect with 15,
By simply prossing down n lover the oporator at the central is notified and
then directed to conneet 10 with 13, Ono ring notifles him that 15 is ready,
four that ha is away, If the former, 10 raisce the lovor and is at oncel
awilched into direct connection with 15, then having the full advantago
of a privato wire. So completo is the privacy that the central offico has no
way of knowing that tho couversation has cossod until notified to discon- !
tinue. Users of the Boll telephone will sco tho superiority of the now
instrument, its particular claims lyiog in its simplicivy, accuracy nud secrecy.

Mr. Bothworl now mads his appearance, and, after n fow minutes' chat
about ths success of tho horso railway and the bid of the electric light
company lo light tho cily, gave tho roporter the following information iu
regard to the telephono company, profacing his temarks by the statomont
that it was the only company in tho Maritime Provincos not using the Bell
telephone,

“The works are woll underway, and, at presont, tho poles have been
orecled to Truro, and will ho oxtended to Now Glasgow, Pictou, Amhberst,
Tondonderry, and intormediate places. Tho wire for the lino will bo out in
the next steamer, and will bo immedistely strung to the poles. Tho
oxchango at Truro will bo opened this week, thirty subscribexs having
already been obiained, and it is the first tolephono line orected in the {own.
At Ambherst, Pictou and Now Glusgow, it comes in contact with the Bel,
and is mpidly surpassing it. As soon as tho wire atrives all these places
will bo connected with Halifax, All tho money needed to carry on tho
work has beon provided, and is on hand. At the lsst meeting the company
resolved to extend its exchange in Halifax, and tho necessary capital was al
once aubscribod. 'I'ho directors thon sent circulars to the Lusinoss men of
the commuuity, notifying them of the action {aken, and soliciting their
patropage on the grounds of tho superiority of tho iustrumonts, nnd that
subscribers hero would have tho benelit of wcing the trunk lines. In regard
to tho superiority of tho telophone, it is & fact that in New York and
Philadelphir the companies using this jnstrumont reccivo $500 por month
more than those using the Boll. All tho practical work of the company is
undor tho managoment of Mr. A, A, Nelson, of New York, who is a well-
kuown telephone oxpert. A notablo foature of the compsany is the fact
that it is composed entirely of Nova Scotians, and quite a nutaber of youny
merchants and professional men of this city are mombors. Thoy have taken
hold of tho work with a great deal of zcal, and are all confident that the
venture will provo a great success. Tho presidont is B. W. Chipman, the
socretary, B. F. Pearson.

In conclusion I might say that tho telephone busincss has been a great
sutccess overywhere without any conception. American tolophone stocks pay
regular dividends and stand high in the market, in spite of boing, in too
many cases, liberally watered.”

Mr. Bothwell is evideutly a deep thinker, as well as an active business
an, and, as the reporter bade him goud day, he could not help thinking
that it was a fortunate dsy for Nova Scotia when Mr. Bothwell turned his
#ttention this way.

Mr. B. W. Chipman, the president, was then called upon, and fully bore
out all the statements wmado by Mr. Bothwell. Ho seemed sanguine of the
great auecess of tho eutornrize, and stated that he had made a trisl of the
new it .rument and found it all that it was reprosented to be.

The company presont strony claims for public patronuge, sud, doubtless,
in time will number Yarmouth, Windsor, and Annapolis, sud all tho
principal towns of the Province, as parts of this trunk line.
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COMMERCIAL.

‘The condition and prospects of trade have undergone no change since
our last re{:oxt. The movement for tho month just closing har been a full
ous, and the presont situation has a healthy toue. [t is eatisfactory to note
that the indications continue to favcr a good, steady fall distribution. The
country at larga is in probably as good a condition as jt over was before, and

it is ovidently capable of and propared for a full weasure of consumption.
Yet that fact may in itself ofler an inducement for over-trading with its
attendant ovil consequonces, against which wo havo taken occasion frequently
of late to give warning.

The wholesale trade of the past week has gonorally been quiet. Stocks,
as a rule, show full assortments, which are bolieved to bo in some instances
in excess of immediate demand. When we considor, however, the large
quantity of goods, the importation of which was hurried, so that thoy might
come in bofore the 1st inst. under the old tariff, and thus ovado the opera-
tions of tho new, it is not surprising that there should be for a time an appa-
rent overstock in sone leading lines. Take, for instanco, the heavy mports
of ivod ana dry goods which arrived prior to July 1st., and which amounted
1o more than aro genemally recoived up to tho last of August. Orders have
not, of course, kept paco with these forced imports, because consumers have
no inducement to hasten their purchases. Consequently, merchants aro just
now carrying lnr%cr stocks than is usual at this seasor of the yoar. It must
be remembered, however, that imports for tho next fow mouths will doubt.
less be of smallor volumo than if the smooth tenor of trade had not heen
interfored with by the tarill changes, and it will be evident that natural con-
sumptive uecessities will suon restore tho rogular balance between supply
and demand.

It has always been a stock complaint among volunteer correspondents to
the city daily papers that ¢ Halifax wants painting.” This complaint has in
the past, doubtless, been woll founded, and is unquestionably so to some
considorable extent, but signs of improvement in this respect aro not want-
ing. Wo aro gratified to noto that scores of stone aud brick business build-

while paint is not stinted in improving the sppearance of woodon ewye
turos within the city limits. There is also much aclivity in building
gpemlignn. and skillod stone-masons, bricklayers and csrpenlers are iy
emand.

The following was the only businces change iu this Province during the
past weok :—L., W. Drew, Gonl. Store, Petite Roviers, has sold out.

Dry Goops.—Littlo is doing cither in wholesale or rotail departuients of
dry goods. Travellers on the road send in a fair volume of orders fur fy))
goods, and their advicos aro oncoureging for future businem. Prices ap
stoady, and holders express confidonce in & full autumn trade. Some of the
tiow pattorns of dress gooids are specially tasly and atiractive, especially iy
21l wool aud werino lines,

Inox, Harnware axn Msraws,.—No now features of importance haya
davoloped in iron and hardware during the weok, but the trade hay con.
tinued fuirly activo and steady. Pricos havo undorgone mo noleworihy
change. In Canadian markots pig isun has ruled «uiet, and finished irgp
tathor active. (lasgow warrants havo sullered a furthor declino of 34,
being cabled at 41s, 11d.  No. 3 foundry ie at 343.‘#{1. in Middlesborough,
aud homatite pig at Workinglon st 448, 3d.  Canada Khles continuo very
firm. Advices from Pitlsburg, Pa,, roport iron scarce, but unchanged as
prices. Buyers thero show a unanimous defermination to hold off as lung
ns possible. Muck bars have sold at 32, Merchant bars ave in active
domand at 2 conta. Nailsare at 2 cents, with moderate demand. Allkindy
of morchant stecl sre moving well, Steol nils are quoted at $39.00 ¢,
€40 00, and billots at $31.50, Bridge and plate iron are in active domany,
Mills of all kinds are increasing their orders. ‘Tho ontire westorn iron trads
outlook is good. In Philadelphia, businoss in iron and steel is light, Lu
plonty of business hangs fire. Prices are firm.

Bugavsturrs —Tho market for flour has bosn steady and moderately
aclivo. Froesh-ground lots are most sought after—tho old-ground arlicls
being harder to sell. European cables have continucd dull and weak wiy
valuos tending lowor. Wheat in Liverpool is dull and lower, having
doclinod id. to 1d. por cent. Fair average red wintor was at 67s; while
Michigan at 6s. 104d.; and red American spring at Gs. 54. Corn has alyn
bosn weakor., Cargoos of wheat off coast are slow, and on passage or for
shipment neglocted. Minneeota first bakers' flour was 24s. In Paris wheat
is steady, and flour a shade dearer. Tho total quantity of wheat in sight on
this continont and atloat to Europe is 53,140,000 bushels, an increase of
826,000 as compared with the samo dato ono year ago. ‘I’here has bern ng
essontial change in the Chicsgo grain markets, trading being limited and
fluctuations comparatively small. Corn is weak there, and oats are steady.
At the seaboanl, both wheat and corn have fallen off somewhat, Ian Moz.
treal, the Trade Bulletin says, that—* Allowing for the improved exporl
enquiry (for flour) for Quebec, Newfoandland, snd Great Britain, the market
has been unsatisfactory, for the reason that unprofitable prices have to be
accepted in order to do business. The continusnce of hot weather has had
an adverse effect upon the market, as holders have, of courss, had in viex
tho tendency of their flour {o sour, and this, in some instances, has induced
thom to shade prices. Advices from Ontario state that a number of mills
have shut down, and that receipts may, in consequence, be expected to fall
off. Stocks in atoro here are also lighter than at this time last year; hui,
making allowance for those facts, we do not anticipate any difficully to arise
on tha score of short suppliss. Flour is now ahout as low as it was
over known to be, and that fact should cause buyers to operate with groater
confidencs.”

Provisions.—There has been a fuir trede in pro-isions at steady prices
in Canadian markets, and !ard has been in moderste request. In Liverpoo),
G. B., provisions wore firm and unchanged, though the volume of trade has
boen quite limited. Cables quote pork at 68s.; 1ard at 35a.; baocon 40s. 6d.
to 41s.; and tallow at 225, 6d. 1In Chicago pork was unchanged. Lard was
weaker, and again declined Ge. to 10c., sumiing August, $6.55 ; September,
§6.65 ; October, $6.70. Meats were weaker and declined 10c. The hog
(t?alrlket was very wcak and declined 10c. to 20c. The cattle markel was

ull,

BurTer.—The local butter market has remsined quiet, and without appre-
ciable change in oither prices or demand. In Montreal s fair business is
reported to bo developing, which uppears to havo resulted from actual orders
from the other side. This demand indicates the existence of soms spoculn
tive spirit which proceeds from the long-continued drought in Europe,
which, it is beginning to be belioved, may have an injurious eftect on {hs
production, and 50 croate a larger demand for butler from this side. At all
ovents, tho article has boen receiving more attontion, and the market has
doveloped a firmer spirit.

Cneese.—Contrary to all reasonable expectations, based on the facts of
the situation as far as thoy wore known, checsc has taken a sudden upward
turn both in Fungland and oo this sido of the water during the past ten
days. The cable has gone up to 50s. aud 50s. Gd., being an advanco of
about 53., and in Canada & feverish buoyancy has set in, which has forced
the prico of July cheese up to an altitude which it is not remembored to
hava evor roached at this particular scasou of the year, though it has sold
highor at a later time. Whether tho merits of the situation warrant sucha
sharp advanco as has tsken place, is cerlainly a very open question. The
bull opinion sppoars w0 bo based on an alleged heavy shortago in the
Kuropean production, sn? a considerable falling off in the mako here, both
being attributed to dry woather. But, evan if it be granted that the supply
will suffor serious diminuition from drought (which is not as yet fully
ostablished), it may bo that the advance is being forced too far, and the
further it is pushed tho moro room there will be for a roaction, which in

ings and residences aro boing pointed and otherwiso extornally put in order,

the market is evidvatly strong. The quality of the July wake is described

this scuson of surprises may prove more sweoping than desimble. Yet, so-
far, tho cheess shipped appoars to bo woll absorbed on the other side, whers,
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