MISSION FIELD.

Letter from India.
Canatiax Misstox Connxuk, Inpons, Juxs 1811, 1895.
Dxar Sin,—Pleaso find spacoe in your columus for tho acknow-
ledgments of tho following sums on belalf of the Indore Collogo
which were forwardod to me by Iast mail by the Rev. Dr. Reid :—
Mra M. I, Sinclair. .civiiiiiiiiiiniiinnsensass $50.00

Presoott, C. B Sovaiiiiroanineinnns tertaceenena 7.00
Torontn, Knox Church Bible Class..cceevaeiaes 25.00
Parkdale.. c.oeaene.. Ceveieiransnns verecssessss 1600
Montreal, UColvin Church, Scholarship at Indore.. 20.00
Moatreal, Creseent Sbec.ecinannionanes cesese.. 15,00

Total, $132.00
Yours faithfally,
J. Wik,

The Missionary Review .of the World.

Tho July number begins with a racy articlo by Rov. ¥dgerton
R. Young, on *Life Among the Red Men of America.” In 1868
ho was appointsd to labor amongat the Crees ncrthwest of Hudson
Bsy, which at that time took him two months and nineteen days
to travel—at first by steamboat and rail, then by horse over tho
prairies, and during tho last fourtecn days, in a skiff rowed by
Iodians, and a living ox lying across tho boat as a fellow passenger
a part off tho way. Onc of tho firat things he did was to take all
locks »f windows and doors and throw them away, thus showing
the Indiana that bo was going to irzz! them—and his confidence
was respected.  Tho Bible was translated by Mr. Evans, not in
the alphabet, but in syllabic characters, making it pcasible for
Indiana to loarn to read the Word of God in two or three wesks,
In some mizsions through this discovery, 90 per cent of thoe people
ero reading the Word of God in their own tongue. The value
same of theso poor Indians placo on the Word is illustrated by an
incident which weo cannot quote in full, that. of an Indian who
walkod on snow shocs 250 miles to rocover a Bible the. by mistake
had boea left behind. )

Tho missionarics had to live on fish half tho year, and the
other hailf on reindeer, muskrat, gulls, owls, and anything that
could begot. “I have been™ he says ‘*in your penitentiaries, I
bave scen the food provided for yon worst crimioals. My wifo
and I wouid bave been glad to have had anything approach-
ing what you give to your murderers and house-breakers.” Ihe
mission field war 550 miles long and 300 miles wide, and it was
travelled in tho summer in a birch canos and in the winter with
dogs.

By and by a successor was found for his mission amongat the
Urees and he went to the Saulteaux. The work was greatly
blossed, bundreds were gathered in so that the missionary would
sometimes say to himself ** Can it be true?” I had to go to the
woods and sit down all alone and take out my Testament and
roead through the Acts of the Apostles. Thon I would say “Yes,
1t can bo true, the Holy Spirit can do his work here as in these
Apostolic days.”

An amusing as well &3 (ustructivo acoount 13 given of a visit
roceived from a Ckicflaness, who had heard of the white man and
bis xifo and their wonderful Book—aud the reception given the
missionaries when 1o fulfilment of their promise they visited their
gusst—twelvo or fourteen days journoy away.

The Indians are very cruel in their treatment of their wives,
thinking shat it is a sign of weakness to be kind to a wifes sister
or mother, bat when the Gospel begina to tell all that is changed,
and the same «qua'itzes that exist elsowhore nnder the Holy Spirit’s
teaching.

Dr. Pierson contributes a second chapter on tho curious customs
of the Indiaus of America. Ono of the strangess is the rattlesxake
darce. Tho profcszional snake men prepare themsslves for the
occasion by a fast, drinking coly a bitter tea infured with secret
herba whieh are said to bo anantidote tothe venom of theserpent.

<hey then go outin search of anakes, and all that are capturea
arc kept in a aacred room, until the night beforo the dance when
thoy are cereminally cloansed at an altar made of colored sands.
In the dance each prieat takes a znake between his teeth, and
dancesaround thecircls.  In some dances as many as one hundred
suakes are used snd three fifths of them with fangs upextracted.

Auother tribe, the Navajo Indians, will not touch a saake, but
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hold tho bear in sacred roveronce. A Navajowould not till a
hunter whers a baar’s den is lest the boar should visit him and his
family with vengeance. The only excepticn is when a bear has
killed a Navajo,—then the avenger halts before the bear’s cave
and makes a solemn 2pology for the rovenge be is constrained to
tako, singing tho praises of the king of beasts,—tben the bear i
killed and they go home to fast and purify themsolves.

Witcheraft is a common faith amongst Indians, and the witch
is considered t.n universal enemy, all disasters aro ascribed to
them. When such dread is in the air suspicion is easily aroused
and sometines 8o many bave been nccused of this evil influence
that whole tribes have been obliterated.

Wizarderaft is also common and the skill of the magician is
such as to compel tho spectators to believe in their supernatural
power. Theydomarvellous things, such asswallowiagan eighteen
inch sword, duacing bare.footed amid hot coals, holding torches
against their naked bodies, or taking baths of flame. The chief
achiovement is the ** growing of sacrod corn.” At suwrise the
oorn is planted, soon the earth cracks and the blade appears, by
noon tho corn tasscls out and by sunset the corn appears. Tho
jugglera weird song does not cease during the whole process, it it
did the growth wonld stop.

Theso magicians have many superstitions in connection with
the colors in weaving, hunting, cooking rabbits, etc., which are
trivial but requiring a long apprenticeship.

MISSIONS IN ALASKA.

Before Alaska was purchased by the United States, the Russian
Greek Church did mission work. TLey have a caihedralin Sitka,
forty-one churches and 12,140 members. Tho Lutherans also had
a mission in Sitka until tho Russian support was withdrawn and
then the mission was sbandoned. Little has ever been done to
civilizo the Alaskans, and from 1867 to 1877 soldiers, sailors and
smugglers introduced vioe tosuch a degroo that cach scttlement
bocame a pandemonium. They practised tho greatest cruelty,
witchcraft with its horrors was universal and retaliation became
a science. In 15875 a white man named Lawson, settled in Sitka.
Ho practised and taught tho natives how to distil rum, and soon
there was in every house a still, and it was a continuous orgio of
dronkenoess and murder. In 1877 tho American Presbyterian
Cburch sent Dr. Jackson on a tour of inspection. At Portland,
Oregon, he met Alrs. McFarland, thowidow of a mimionary who
had been in New Mexico. They went to Fort Wrangle where
Mrs. McFarland remained. Being the centre of mining interests,
the natives and whites met in ugrestrained vice. A convention
was callod, Dfrs. McFarlandin the chair. Certainrulesdravwnup,
and threo policemen appointed. This wasthe first attempt at
Government. It was then necessary to atart a refuge for girls
who were being sold to whites by their parents for a few blankets.

In 1878 & school was started in Sitka, which was a “ hell upon
carth.” ‘They now have a church and boarding schools andindus.

trial schools all of which arc snccessfunl. Surrounding points
applied for the Gospel and ncw stations were opened. Tho mis-
siona have becn gradually extendod as well a9 in the surroanding
islands. Tho natives north of the Alentian Islands are Eskimo,
dwelling in houscs partly underground, with one small entrance,
s0 small as to bo cntercd onhandsandknecs. They haveno tables
or chairs, cat on tho floor withont knives and forks. Their food
is whals meat and skin, walrus, deer, birds, ete., eaten raw.
Whale and seal oil are the privcipal rinks. They are slaves to
tobacoo, both sexes chew it until no taste remains and then th:{
dry and amokeit. For drink they areready to a¢ll body aud soul.

The Golden Rule sazs that at the Y.P.S.C.E. Conventioo,
Boston. **To bogin with there will ba more missionaries from
foreign ficlds &t this Convention than have ever before honored one
of our international gatherings. All of the three Monday morning
scasions will bo devoled entirely to the one central thought *The
world for Christ.” At this time in addition to tho loni array of
missionaries, & number of mon who have been greatly blessed in
their labors at home on bebalf of missions will set forth the needs
and claims of the field.”

The Synod of India has sent up to the Geaeral Asaembly by »
voto of 43 to 10, & memorial in {avor of liberty in some circom-
stances to baptize a man with two waves.  Itis not a question of
a man taking a second, but having two wives, that he ahould not
turn ber away.

According to Rev. Henry Jessup * It donan't, cost very mucb to
carry on Foreign Missivn1. ~ A singlo chapel (Episzopalian)in New
York speads more money annually than the ®hole Syrian Miasion,
with its 40 missionarics, 44 preachers, 183 helpers, 26 churches
and 152 achools.
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