
ENTERING TUIE INISTILY.

sustîtining itself through two weekly sermons, year after year. Or, n. mind by
nature strong and cicar, may have been se centracted and stiffened by defective
education aud physical labours, as te have lest its flexibility, and te have fitstened
uipoîr it such. incurable vices of theughit and expression, as wvill always cast its
thoughits inte a repuisive nîeuld. Or, with ne siigit poecrs of popular address,
and ururrch ardeur cf teiperanient, thore inay be wvantingr that 8tability orf crac-
ter wiih itiene will bear the strain cf tCre crisis that are sure to coule ili every
zuinisterial life. Or, we mnay miss that deoided judgMent and firin will, which
must be found in a leader of tha people, since mrury a one who is wett fitted to
foliew, breaks downa wlien required te lead: a, wave of the sea driven ivith the
winri anrd tossed. Or, infirnuities cf terriper, not utter;y incompatible, bowever
inconsistent, with truc picty, may neutralize its power for geod, and make ene-
maies everywbere. Or-but %ve need l)trticuiarize ne more. If, freni any sucli
cause, a geod mari fias been iiiistacetity tbrast into the %vork, aias for Ilim and
his unhappy fitintiy, alas foîr the cheurches It is difficuit for him te get a cai,
and lio bas tu underge ail the pretracted mnisery cf " candidating " here and there,
until bis self-respect is most serieusly impaired. tsfter a while, difficulty occurs,
and the saure proess is gone through again, unlcss lie drags on a connection
without pleasura or profit, either te the peoOple or te himself. There may be
nething against him, but lie i8 inefficient. [lis present charge dees not desire te,
keep hua;i no ether temrpts hu. nway. Ile is generally in soe out-of-tie-way
place. Ile wants missionary aid ail bis lifo. Ilis ministeriai brethiren love and
pity him, ais a Ilgood intn,'> but a Il poer Ièiw"Tie ills and the temptations
of poverty try huan sorely, perhaps prevail ever iris integrity. It is weil, if; are
the end, lic subsides into privata life. But Iiow% much botter, liad hoe never left it!
It is a iniserabie u.ïe te make cf a Cbristian man-te "Ispeil a good cburch-
meurber in nîaking a peer mninister."

M'e woud urge on these whe are thiirking cf this great werk, a most rigid self-
exaininaticîr as te their motives. Net orily rnay there be mistake, as te the work,
but aiso concerning ourseives. I'lr h eart is deceitful aboya ail tbings," and
the ' frther of lies'> is glad te aid its self-deceiving tendencies, s0 as te put the
wrong mnan iuto the pulpit. Tbe ministry is net a good trade, cemnîercially speak-
ing, but this does net prevent the indulgence cf unballeoved feelings in conneo-
tion withi it. Disappointurents in aller puriuits, have led some te seek refuge ia
tIre ininistry, but if ne botter reason can be given, it is profane te say, Il Ïut ine,
1 pray tbee, inte core of the priest's offices, for a morsel cf brezid."- Our systeur
cf educating mnen fer the rnxnistry, suSigests a tenîptation te soe minds, te thoso
who are serrewbat indolent and sbiftless. aird prene te bean on others. For flour
years, they -are prov'ided with a censiderable part cf tlîeir maintenance; and even
after that, there are missienary funds te rcly upen. Tire social position of a
minister, is an objeet of ambition te many. Tirose who love pover and praise,
to bo alwziys befere the public, te bave tire standing of a gentleman, and te sec
their names in the newspapers, oaai have tiiese desires gratified by cntering
the rankq of tire ciergy. Men otan intellectual turn, wbe disdain the drudgery
cf isecular avocations, who love bocks and have a gift .fer public speaking, are
dr'awn by tiroir tastes, in the sanie direction. The poverty cf ministers is net,
,a.suffuiiJnt safegirard against tlîesç evils, fer it may be ne greater tîran tire sanie
*pa\rcles have been accustemed te, and thea :ttractiens mentioned are stronger-to.


