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their own gifts, and tliose of their corifiding neighibours, ln robbing ilîcir suc-
ceEsors, but abuse the liberality of tiio8e iwho givo to, chapel cases, and whlo aid
in sustaining the ininister occupying the pulpits 8o erected. At least, wve are
justified in refusing to aid in the erection of any clîurelh edifice, or in sus4tiîîing
a nîinister therein by ruissionary funds,, ivitlîout p(,2i.ive and satisfactory proof
that the titie lias been legually completed.

IwlDOWS' AND OTIPIANS' FUND.

.Another important question that lias engaged the p rotracted and close atten-
tion of the Union for the lnst three sessions , is the Fund for the Wi'lois and
Orplîans of Congregational Ministers. The necessity of some such provision being
too apparent, it wns yet a difficuit miatter to choose one of tUec many possible
ways in wvhiclî it could be made, and to seule the details of the plan actually
chosen. This, however, %vas finally accomplished at our last meeting. 'l'le
credit of originating this scheme belongs wholly to the l'rethren of Zion Churcli,
Montreal ; anid on thei bias since devolved the ehief labour of thinking and
working it out: but ail the intelligence, zeal and liberality ivhicli tliey have
inanîfestcd throughout would not have sufficed for its practical inception, lîad not
the multitude of counsellors wvhich this body, so fairly representing the parties
coneerned,--ministers and churches,-has been able to furnishi,-revieved the
plan, sanctioned it Nvith their approval, and taken measures to, put in operation.
Now that that is accomplisbed, the Society constiftuted out of the stibseribers to
the Fund takes the entire charge thereof uipon itsell;, and tlîe Union as -uch, ivill
have no more to do with the matter, after it lias accepted the Report -~of the
Trustees chosen by it at tic last meeting. Wh at tlîat Report mnay be, ive shahl
ivery soon know. 'The continued searcity of money must have interfèred imost
seriously with aIl thie endeavours of the Trustees to raise Uic requircd capital of
£1000; but thougli their hiope lias been deferred for tlîree years, allowaice w-il
have been made for the tîme neeessary to niature a plan of thîis clînracter, involv-
ing 50 many difflcult.and delicate questions, pertaining to vested funds, arournd
wlîich 8o many interes4ts wvill growv up, and designed to stand for inany geîîera-
tions,-as -well as for the utter poverty of at lcast Western Canada, ivlii lias
brought home to almost every fanîily the question, IlWlîat shall ive cat, whmat
shall ie drink, and ivherewithal shail we be clothed V" to-day, to say nothing of
to-nmorrow, and if flot for themselves-how for others ? MA soon, hiowever, as
prosperîtv returas, thic plan ivill doubtless engage thie generous sympathiee of
evcry church, and this, year by year. Alloiv me to say, further, t" at iv'hile con-
stantly protesting against that system of inadequately remunerating pastors
ivhich compels clîarity to step in after tlîeir death, and do the Nwork belonging to
justice during their life,-yet, as the necessity exists and is too iikely to continue,
the plan adopted by us cunmbines, in my judginent, a due regard to the proper
sensibilities, and manily independence of Ïlie ninisters, ivitli a I*zithiful iigilance
over the free contributions of tic chîurclîes.

Suell are the important plans to whichi tlîe Union lias given being and shape,
though no lon ger su perintending their operation. It may nowv watchi, with no
small parental satisfaction, not unmiingied %vitli s >icitude, tlîe career of its cliildren
whio have left its roof and cornmenced business for themuselves.

T1IE ESSAYS.

Coming now to current items of interest,-tlie Essays, rend before thîis body,
and the âiscussions to w'hiich the y give lise, dlaim, prominent notice. We have
had one on IlPurity of Communion," by Dr. Wilkes, in 1834, publishied at Our
request; another by Rev. E. Ebbs, on the question, IIIs our amalganmation withi
any other Evangehical denomination practicable? if so, to whlat extent ? and by
what mneans ?"--read at our meeting for 1856. T%vo other essays, appointed for
1855, on the Common Sohool Systemns of Canada West and Canada East, respec-
tively, failed to appear. * Lmst year vre hid. another from the pen of Dr. Wilkes,

* I have since learned that the latter Essay was wiritten and brouglît to thc meeting;
rc-written, and brouglit to the next; but not rend on cither occasion, for want of
time !-F. Bl. M.


