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THE VACANT CHAIR.

The Rev. Johin Wood, the onl1y au-

thorized Editor of this mîagazine, lias
vacated thie editorial chair, which. lie sQ

ably flIs, for his usual hiolidays. Read-
crs will understand, therefore, thiat lie
is in no way responsible for aniytlhiîîg.1
tat appears iii tlîis iîînîber, as lie lias

not even suggested a topie or a thouglît,
aside froni his own. Missionary Report,
and an article from bis pen on ",Mis-
quoted Texts." De will have bis quili
niended iii tiîuie for the îîext number.
We also crave leniency witlî regard to
typographical and other errors, for ive
have been so iîîtonsely interested in our

Editorials that we hiave forgotten to look

for bliinders.

FIVE YEARS.

Retrospection, or a looking backward
to the past, is a habit in whichi we ail in-
dullge in mauly wvays. It ofteîî -ives lis
occasion for devout thiankfiihîess;
sometinies it causes deep sorrow ; but
iii nearly aIl cases it is productive of

good. Lot us for a moment take a
glance back frora a denominational.
point of viow, bringing the horizon

down to the boundaries of our Union,
and confining our thoughts to the facts of
fve years.

Takcing our statisticail reiurns for 1871

and 1876 as mir gulide, we learn that at

the first ctate mnir clînrehes mumbered

eighity-oxe, and îîow inety-five, being
an increase of fouirteexi. Thie2e chutrches

show in. these respective years a nieîniber-

ship of 5,052 and 5,7î74, an increase of

722. 111 1871 our Smuday School schio-
lars îîuîuihered 5,1633 ; no"w we have

7,325, an addition (if 1,692.
Five years ago0 mir collections for local

chuî'clîh <ojects aîluuited to $55,003
last year they were 886,49J1, grivin 'g an

increase of $31 ,422 ; the colleutioîis for

dlenoiniat.inal objects iii 1871 cunted

$5,777, and for last year $9,778, au ad-
of $4,of1'A4,i0g to these the

collections for other religriions ohjccts,
we have tie followviig as the gr'and total

in ecdi yemr, viz 1871, .970,447;ii

1870, P103,308, givin)g a grand increase

of $32e86l. In 187] our parsonages
numiibered 16, now wve have 21, au addi-

tion of 5 ; while the valuie of mir churcli

proporty, whîich thon aiiiotuntod to 8286,-

852> is niow $400,160, an increase of

$1 13,308.
To recapitulate. During the past fiye

years there lias beeîî an increase of 14
chliles, 5 parsonages, 722 niienîibers,

and 1,692 scholars. The financial ini-

crease lias beeîî "31,422 for local chiircli
objccts, $4,0O1 for denomninatioîîal ob-
jeets, and a total advance in the aiinual
incoine of the denomiîîation of $,'32,861,
and the increased value of our churcli
property amolunts to $1 33,308.

It is said figuires are st.ubborii facts,
and these facts speak for thjeniselves.


