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), causing an immense
ur. With ourtime =0
sidering the material
upno which we rate—in the first
instance—the exte. . of the fiexd, the
feebleness of native character, the hasty
and imperfoct training seme of our teach-
ers received when we _wished tolay hold
of some district, which, if not occupied at
once might be closed against us for many
a day to come, the faithfulness of some of
our teachers, the incapacity of several, and
the natural indolence of all—teachers
and scholars.  With all these taken into
consideration, could any man expect that
our work could be anything else than
preparatory and superficial ? But abe-
ginning has been made, and we greatly
need another missionary to manage and
carry forward the work. If one cannot
be got, or [if the Chuch will not
any more consider dark Kromanga. I
fear after the “ first love” of the natives
bas lost its freshness, that anless God
ghame and confound us by convert-
ting this people without us,zhe work
twill go back. I will not deny that any
missionary coming to labour, say in
Portinia or Cook’s Bay, will have to meet
with difficulties and many hindrances in
his work. Such he must expect and so
longasthe heart remains unchanged these
chings will continue. He will be amazed
to find matters very different from what
he had expected, wonderwhy the mission-
ariesdid not explain the true state of things,
which I suppose will never be done to
satisfaction, seeing it can not, as each man
forms his own opinion after he has seen
with'his own eyes the field and hasbecome
gdiéwhat acquainted with the people.
e wilt find the natives great liars, If

a false statement seems to answer their
present purpose they will not hesitate to
ell alie. 'He willfind them d&irty in
body and mind.  He will find'them lazy.
will' find ' them cuhning, detectful
reacherous, maliclous, fudl of envy, crael,
dtigrateful, passionate, obstinate and
fickle. Bat he will'nieet with'some very
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interesting people, and he will zoon be.
gin tosee what 8 power the Go-pel will
have over them. e will sce the very
faces of men change after they begin to
“ take the Word,” and he «ill by and by
find that many of his young men will
ri<k their own lives should it be required,
10 protect him. Hewill havea large
ficld and many waiting for the Word
that he will proclaim to them, He will
be in a tand of plenty so far as yams and
taro constitute plenty; he will come to
like many of the people und with aond
manegement he will generally carry his
point againat all odds,

The natives will gather about the mis.
sionary and his wife, (for I do not think
any missionary should come to thes
islands unmarried), and be daily learning,
some useful knowledge andhe will find
them generally very cheerful and happy.
in their own way. But above =l he
will feel as he cannot at home, the realiy
of the work. Actually, God’s servanis
are engaged in person in a heathen fiell
(no dream) fighting daily the  battles of
the Lord against the powers of dark-
ness.

The Lord will be very near him. His
promises will give alively hope. The
Mighty God of Jacob will be his strong-
hold and he will be abie to think lightly
of ingratitude and selfishness on the pan
of the natives when he remembered his
main ohject—the glory of Gud.

And o you brethern of the Maritime
Provinces do 1 look for a fellow-labour:
er. All that hasever been done for this
Island has been done by your agenit
Our church may well be proud of tht
Gordons and McNair. Noble mission;
gries! To you Eromanga can nevey
cever lose its interest. What
baitles for earth’s glory compared wi
the battle fought by the Gordons
McNair here under the banoer of
Lords of Hosts? '

And how these earthly laurels, whi
braé warkiops have 'won in yictor
achieved for their king and ‘country, pd




