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«Jr I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right

CHURCIT MUSIC.
SERMON BY T. DEWITT TALMAGE, D. D.,
DELIVERED IN THFE. BROUKLYN TABER-
NACLE.

« and they bad two hubndred and forty md e
singing men and singiig women.” Nchemiab, viia
61,

The best music has been rendered un-
der trouble. The tirst duet that [ know
anything of was given by Paul and Silas
when they sang praises to God and the
prisoners heard them. The Scotch Cov-
enanters, hounded by the dogs of perse-
cution, sang the psaims of David with
more spirit than they have ever since
been rendered. The captives in the
text had music left in them, and I declare
that if they could find, amid all their
trials, two hundred and forty and five
singing men and singing women, then
in this day of gospel sunlight and free
from all persecution there ought to be a
great multitude of men and women will-
ing to sing the praises of God. All our
churches need arousal on this subject.
‘those who can sing must throw their
sonls into the exercise, and those who
cannot sing must learn how, and it shall
be heart to heart, voice to voice, hymn
to hymn, anthem to anthem, and the
music shall swell jubilant with thanks-
giving and tremulous with pardon.
{lsve you ever noticed the construction
of the human throat as indieative of what
ol means us todo with it? Inonly an
ordinary throat and lungs there are four-
teen direet museles that produce 16,383
sounds, and thirty indirect muscles that
produce 173,741,428 sounds, and the hu-
man  voice can produce seventes1 trill-

hand forget her cunning”—Psalm 137, 4-5.

ion, five hundred and ninety-two billion,
one hundred and eighty-six millions,
forty-four thousand, four hundred and
fitteen different sounds. What does that
mean? It means that you should sing !
Do _you suppese that God, who gives us
such a mustical instrument as that, in-
tends us to keep it shut. Suppose svme
great tyrant should get possession of the
musical instruments of the world, and
should loek up the organ of Westmins-
ter Abbey, and the organ of Luzerne,
and the organ of Haarlem, and the organ
at Freeboor, and all the other great
musical instruments of the world—you
would call such a man as that a monster ;
and yet you are more wicked if, with the
human voice, a musical instrument of
more wonderful aduaption than all the
musical instruments that man ever creat-
cd, you shut it against the praise of God.
‘et those refuse to sin|
Wkho never knew our God;
But children of the heavenly ding
Should speak their joys abroad.”

So that I am ready now to ssy what 1
said at one of your concerts—if o man
can sing and will not sing, he deserves
to be sent to Sing Sing! Music seems
to have heen born in the soul of the
world. The omnipotent voice with which
God commanded the world into being
seems to linger yet with its majesty and
sweetness, and you hear it in the grain-
field, in the swoop of the wind, amid the
monntain fastnesses, in canary’s warhle
and thunder shock, in brook’s tinkle and
ocean’s pean. There are soft cadences,
in nature, and loud notes, some of which
we cannot hear at  all, and others are so
teriffic that we cannot appreciate them.



