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Even before 'the Acot just quoted wjpa passed, the number of
j ury trials had ditniniahed very considerably. During the war,

parties tco litigation bave been ea.sily persuaded to forego their
strict rights. The assembling of a jury involves a xnuch greater
waste of time than that of the twelve men who are shut up in the r

jury box; for the paniel fromi which they are drawn is a much larger
body. The panel bai to appear in Court. Non-appearance wheL,
sumnxoned, nay involve a considerable fine. So f ar one ha8 heard
no complaints of trial by Judge alone; and it may be safely said
that in civil cases, generaily speaking, juries are not necessary in
war timne.

Tri CORONER%' JURY.

The changes above referred to, are to, continue during the present
war and for a period of six rnonths thereafter. During this period
the functions of the coroner's jury are also suspend-d, for the saine
Act provides that a corciier mnay if ho thinks fit hirmelf hold an
inquest concerning a death. If the functions of a grand jury were
unnecessary, those of the twelve men surmoned by a coroner were
equally useless in the vast mnajority of cases. The verdict of a
coroner's jury is nearly always perfectly useless, becaluse it binds
nobody and leads nowhere. T-here is not.hing done by bis jury 4

wmech the coroner cannot (Io equally well and w'ith the expendi-
ture of much less public timne.

A JURY'S RATIO DECIDENDI.

The advocate (although he may hazard a guess) is seldorn
privileged to knoiw why a jury decides for or against hirn. I did,

however, once meet a sppeia1 juror who disclosed Li secret of the
jury box. H, lad so, vedj as a sperial juroi». Thp case wa8 long and
complicated and so diffleuit, to decide that, when the jury carne to

retire, six were inclined ;ý'r the plaintiff and six for the defendant.
In this di' eMma the forum a-,n spoke up and said: "'Gentlemen,
there are points in this case upon which it appears to, be impossible
for you to agree. B~ut there is one thing uipon which I fancy ve


