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sovereignty, has the right to legisiate for Canada in this regard,
but the policy of the Mother Countr hias undergrone a marked
change of i'ecent years. Heretofbre the question of the effect of
an international arrangement upon the&welfare of the colony bias
received scant considei ation at the hands of the Horne authorities,
the resuits being that the rights of the colony have been bartered
away in a manner littie short of crimninal. A wiser policy noiv
obtains, however, and, so far as Canada is concerned, hier consent
is sought ere she is bound by anything in an international way that
mnay affect hier interests.

In copyright mnatters, the arrangemnent that, at presenit, governs
is that known as the Berne Convention, entered into on the 9th of
Septemnber, 1886. Canada gave bier consent te be bound by its
provisions upon the express undlerstanding that, upon giving a
year's notice, she should be entitled ta withdrav from the arrange-
mient (s).

The Canadian Gevernmient afterwards formally and emphiati-
cally rcquested Her Majesty's Go-,ernment to give notice of the
withdrawal of Canada, but wvithoîit effect; and England, by hier
conduct, lias left herself open to the imputation of bad faith and of
having inveigled Canada into becoming a party te the Convention
upon the misrepresentittion that she migbt withdraw.% iii the manner
above mentioned. Up te the presenit the demand that Er.gland
give the required notice hias been deliberately sligbted, and, flot-
withstanding the statemnent that Canada lias consentcd not te press
lier request ini this cýennection (t), the material available fails te
dîsclese any ground for supposing that that consent would be or
lias been given. On the centrary, the constant reiteration by the
Minister of justice for Canada of the desire of bis Govern ment to
be freed frein the burdensoine provisions of the Berne Convention,
leads te the belief that nothing but compliance %vith the request
%vilI satisfy the Canadian Government.
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