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northern distribution of a number of fornis. This surmnise was
audrntly conlirmed by the fact that 28 species were collected

last stunner in the vieiinity of the Experiniental Pari itacif,
and sie 40 species are recorded for the district.

It may be considered, in view of the circunistances of the
case, that the publication of even a preliminary lHs of thespce
obscved, is, at this time, premature. This would be a reason-
able objection if it were sought to eniphasize the amount of

sifraion gained, rather than to draw attention to the need
for mucb more extended work before a recod approacbing
completenca cil be prepared. The vegetative stage of the
plants, consisting of a slirny mass of naked protoplasm (the
Plasmodim) is usually concealed in decaying wood, or amongst
fallen leaves or other decomPosing vegetable matter. and only
ueeks the light when about to enter upon spore formati.
While the fructification is often wcli exposed in sonie elevat.d
place, for instance, on a tree stump, it is not infrequently on the
undersid of a log, amongst leavies, or on siali twigs on the

ground,. and this, taken together with the smali size of the
sporngi in anycases, Makes it necesserY to seerch very care-

fuliy if nothing is to be misscd. Purthermore, the sporngia
arc Olten so- delicate that a heavy rain-storni after they bave
been formed may render the identification of them, almost

ipsile.. Ail these circunistences malce it possble to work
over a siall area, very -thoroughly at frequent intervels, and
yet enter on enather search in the same spot with a reasonable
hope of meeting with soenething n,-w. The main purpose of
the writer, therefore, in publishing this article is to mecure the
interest and assistance of those who may have an apportunity
of obtaiuing specimens. It is hardly cxpected *hat many
persons mil coliect inaterial systemaètically, but the knowledge
that the local forms are being studied mav induce those who are
pursuing field-work along other lines, or who are spending a
vacation in the country to collect and perve thesecm s
they meet with. The country arond Chrelsea and Kngsmere,
for instance, suggests almost inexhaustible possibilitiesfoth
collection of these organisis, and aummer residents could
obtain many specimens with very littie trouble.

With regard to collecting it may be said that much better
resuits are usually obtained by a thorough exmntof a
emal area then by superficially looking over one of vider citent.
Where the material is found on dead wood a note should be
made as to the kind of wood .if idntfiaton is stili possible.
la meny case it wil b. fouad, hov ever, that the kWg, stumps
and branches apaetymost attractive to theMyonet
ame toc, much de 1noe to admit of any opinion as to thr


