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Table I presents data fromn 29 samples, collcctcci in Van-
couver Islandi and the districts of Ncv WVestmninster, Yale and
Cariboo. The ar-nounts of plant food, and the chief physical char-
actersof these souls receive considerationand deductions are made
thercfromi as to thecir relative fertility. The souls formed by the
accumulation of detritus at the rnouths of the Fraser, Pitt and
otiier rivcrs ai-e shiown to, bc particularly ricli in plant food.

NOI,,Tl-wiviýs-' Ti.,ïuzNUE'S AND) MAN ITOB~A.

The prairie souls of these regions l>resenit considerablo uni-
'for-mity in cliaracter. Thicy are justly noted for their lw)oductive-
ness, for- analysis hias shown thern to contain, as a rule, large
perDencitages of the essential constituents of plant food. E"specially
are thcy rich iii humus and nitrogen. Thec prevailingc prairie
soi] is a black or gryi-c-shi-blacký loamn in which nitrification p-ro-
cccds i-apidly whecn the soil is tillcd.

Attention *is drawvn to the fact that alkali soils are almost
invxai-iabl\v found to contain an abundant suiîîily of plant food.
The application of gypsuni, drainage and irrigation are the
incans suggcestcd for convcrting them into fertile soils. Sucli
method s, unfortuna~ il, are iiot always fcasibie.

Table Ir gives analytical data of cight typical surface souls
frorn these provinces ;those of a sain: le fror-n the prairie soul of
the R{ed River Valley b-eingr discus-ed in detail. The resuits,
.demonstrate clearly that it înay bc classed among, the richest of
knowvn soils.

ON TA R 10.

Data are lwesented in 1l'ab!e III obtained from- soils col-
lcdetd in the. district of iMuskoka only. These soils ar-. char-
acterized by a preponderance of sand, being such as would bc
classcd as light loains. Clay loams, howvevcr, are occasionally
met wvith. The chief decficiencies are in humus and nitrogen-
frcquenty- resulting frorn destructive force fires--and in lime.
Speal<ing of them as a class, the Muskoka soils are scarcely
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