
TE CUMDHOOD or~ JErJSi.

VHHfirst thing, to be renarked is tat Our Red(eenir
becanme the objcct of nmost violent persecution a-;

&J~ sooni as He conienced is work o lsii n
elevatiiig the humant race. This w-as 1ruh

about by Satan. the prince of evil. throughi men, wlioin
aiway.-s b-eî too susceptible to hiis influenice. "The mrg<i
stood before the woiuan, whio was ready to be delivereci.
thiat %vliei shie should he delivered lie inighit devour lier Son.'
<Apoc. xii. 4.)

The powers of wickednies-, lave already sotng1îIi to destraî-
the tree of Jesse, so as to prevent the accoîuplislîuîient () .

redemiption. Pliaraohi w~is1îed to exteriiîîate the wlhole people
of the Jews. Ainan arranged for a shnitanleous and com-
plete msacre: Antiochius the sýanie. ini the tiiîuc of Macca-
bees; Athalia destroved ail but one of the e.irect liiwe of
David. Now Herod wazs inspired by lîil to comipas-, iie
deatlî of the Christ ini the general iiassacre of the iiîinîc(îîu,.

God did îîot obstruct die freedoin of liîmntait action :I le
<lid not niict it ivitli the înethods of the wvorld, w'itl ariied
resistance, nor did He work a miracle. 'Ple Infant a
carried into exile, as if too -weak to inieet the stori.i au i the
efforts of Satan were effectually frustrated. So awy
the Churcli of Jesns is ,vavIaid 1,3 the dralgon ;its ck*4triC-
tion seeînis ilinixiient -,it lias nio material streilgthi for R- it
auîce :but God is with it aiid it can never fail. Ltt îlîinhlg
induce voit to, lose confidence ini the arin of the Almiuýhty
and the scc of His Chntrchi.


