
YOUNG FRIENDS' REVIEV.

marriage and in religious labor; in the
purity and sweetness of the Quaker
home and social life; in the care of
the poor-a Quaker innmate of a public
poorhouse is unknown-these are some
of the characteristics and qualities of a
peculiar people whose presence, daily
life, and conversation have been a
beneficent, uplifting influence for the
good of many a community in rnany
countries wherein Friends have lived
and wrought.

THE INSPIRATION OF THE
BIBLE.

The human element in Holy Writ
is as distinctly vouched for hy the Bib.
lical writers themselves as the Divine
element. It was recognized as regards
the Old Testament by our Lord Him-
self, and by Evangelists, Aposties and
Fathers of the early Church.

It is superstition alone that needs for
its sustenance an infallible book, whose
every line shall be of equal value.
What is needed by reverence, as by
reason, is a real revelation of (God's
ivili. It is this which the Bible brings
us, and the evidence is plain enough
that the human powers used to impart
this priceless gift were only so far plen-
arily directed as would insure the fuI-
filîment of this high and holy purpost.

In the case ot a distinct Divine mes-
sage delivered through a hum an mes-
senger, we may be sure that the inspira-
tion was direct and particîîlar enoughi
to secure the necessary accuracy.

But where the writer treats of matters
within his own knowledge or powvers
of vdrification, careful study makes it
perfectly plain that only such superin-
tendance was vouchsafed as would be
needful to guard against serious or
harmful errors.

The insp:ration of the Book is not
uniform, but varies with the subject
treated, and is plenary on/y wzen deal-
ing wl/z mîoral and sp/rii/ual tru/iz.

..God's revelation in the
Bible concerns itself only with matters
otlzerzise undiscoz'enzbk. His inspira-

tion was vouchsafei to enable men to
"tsay what reason could not, nor experi-
ence, nor discovery, nor the deepest
insight, nor the happiest guessing, nor
the most sagacious foresight." Noth-
ing lower, nothing merely ti/ilitarian,
was the purpose of the light and Iead-
îng given to the writers of this Book.

. . In a word, God in His
character and purposes of love to men,
was to be shown afresh in sorne new
or some forgotten light in wbich He
could not have been recognized by un-
aided human wit. The purpose of
the Divine revelation given in the
Bible ivas an ethical and spiritual pur-
pose. With this single aim in view,
men of old "1were moved by the Holy
Ghost' and "spake from CGod." But
the Divine illumination given for this
end, need not and does not guarantee
every word spoken on extraneous sub-
jects, by those who, on such matters,
were uttering their own or the current
opinions of the age in which they
lived. . . . Lt is by candidly avow-
ing the unessential human element that
we keep intact the essential, the per
nianent anci the Divine. Lt is only by
learning reverently to distinguish the
one froni the other that wve become
able to estimate what tbe seers of the
Hebrew race acconiplished for mnan-
kind even in the infancy of the world.
Thus only can we realize how much
those holy men of old were always
needed, with their hungering and
thirsting afier righteousnesss, "Itheir ir-
repressible consciousness of moving
about in worlds not realized, and their
insatiable desire for communion with
heaven and friendship with the eternal.

Lt is its acknowledged capacity of
inspiring - inspiring aIl sorts and con-
ditions of men-which guarantees for
ever to the Bible the sure recognition
of its inspiration. -From the 'Word

and t/ze Way."
WM. LEIORTON GRANGE, 'NEA.

Each individual is a point of radiance
in the great corona of humanity whereof
the substance is God.
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