
12 BIBLE SOCIETY RECORDER.

book ecjual to the Bible-nô 'book that would take the place of the Bible
'with these people. Consequently, we then commienced. to circulate the
Soriptures, aud. have continued to do se in every rnissionary tour we have
niade silico that tinie. Here and there, in varions parts of the coiuntry, we
find groups of thoughtful. intelligent nien, who are giving much time and
attention to the study of ahe Scriptures, aud it is the knowledge of this fact
that causes us to believe that before long thiere ivili be a speedy and rapid
increase of the kingdoxu of Christ among the people of India. There are
large tracts of country with immense towns and largo populations, -vhere the
voice of the Christian preacher is nover heard, whero there is no effort put
forth to extend the knowledge of the Gospel of Christ ; whiere people are loft
simply undicturbed in their idolatry. \Vith the present staff of missionaries,
and witlî the present resources of tho Churcli of Christ in India, it is sixnply
impossible to work the field well and effectively that wve see all around us;
and wve k-now that if wve go a little into the reg(,ions beyond, we cannc>t do a
tithie of the ivork that wve sec is necessary to lie done. lere it is that the
Bible Society cornes in and renders us most efficient and most glorious aid
ivith the systein, of colportage and with other plans for distribiîting'broadcast
the Scripturcs wvherever its colporteurs rnay go. * * * * *

"We have abundaut evidence that the Bible, which lias been circulated
iii sucli large numbers! in India, i8 not only read, but understood, by thc
people. WVc have heard bundreds of these mcii, noil-Christians, quote pas-
sages from the Bible most aptly, ivhich proved that those who read were

iquick to understaud and appreciate, and apply to their own lives and
experience the truth as it is in Jesus Christ. "L'ot m-any months.iago, after I
]îad been speaking in a vilIaga on the evil of idolatry, one of rny hearers welit
into his lieuse and broughit ont a copy of thc Telugu New Testamnent ; tuiring
to the seventeenth chapter of the Acts of the Aposties, lie said, 'I have oftcni
read this, and my views of the worship cf God are contained iin this verse,'
and lie read verse 24, corninencing 1 God that mnade the wvorld and ail thillgs
tlierein.' Ile ivas flot what 'we should have called a Christian man-hie w.'as
a professing heathen-and yet he hiad taken) the New Testament; lie %vas
lîoping in God and trusting in Rimi iii accordauce witli irliat lie bad read.
About twelve years ago 1 rexuember selling- a Canarese Bible to a villager iii
mny district who lad shown great iuterest lu the trulli of Chrtist. R1e said, :
have beard yon preach, I believe what you say, but I want to know mnore
about it," and lic asked me to seli hira a Bible. 1 But,' 1 said, « you canniot
read,' ana 1 kncw there wvas ne memiber of his faniily who coula rcad, se 1
asked hMin what ivas the use of his taking the Bible. R1e replied, ' Tiere
are people in niy village wlîo eaul readi, and I shahl get thein to read to nue as
often as possible.' We sold him tlîe Bible, and we didnfot scelim aa,in for.
niany years. Eighteen rnonths ago 1 went to thc village and 1 inquired for
thc Bible. I saw it ]xad beeîi ieli used, and I asked if it lad. beeu read. A
little mnis, a dlay petter, carne forwvard and said, 11 have beeil rcading this
book regnlar]y ito Jasappa, and thc words are -very precieus te mie.' 1 ex-
amsined hirn,and 1 fouîmd thsat the book had licou well used, and that lie hiad
obtained, a very correct and truce view of thc Gospel. A few nsonths aga,
wheil 1 agin ent to the village, Basappa askcd. me te baptize hini and bis
houseliold, and it was my privilege aîsd mny pleasure to ivelcome ton persilns
-seveu adults and thîree children-by baptisni into the Churdli of Christ;
and, this iras tlîe result of thc circulation of the Bible. * * *

ccI arn able te give the inost unqualifled testimony to the energy alud
tlioroiighIness with which the work of this Society is carricd ou iii thc iNarîrai
Presidency. Thc Auxiliary is efficiently workeda; fresh efforts are constauitly
being made te extcnd t'ho work in ail directions, and thc statistics we tiavre
releived, ivili show vith whal success this lias beexi donc. It is fit that Il
Secretaries, the Committee, ana the constituencies of tise Society in En-land
shseuld. feel encouraged. with the success of past efforts. It iii ineet thnt ive


