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UN1'VEISALITY 0F TUE BIBlLE.

No volume over connuanded suchi a profusion of readers, or lias been trans-
lated into so many langnuages. Sucli is the uniyersality of its spirit, that no
book loses less Iby translation. Noue lias bccin so frequently copied in
manuscript, and none so often printcd. King and noble, peasant and
pauper, are delightcd studonts of its pages. Philosophers have humbly
gleaned froni it, and leg:,islatiuii lias beexi thankfully indebted to it. Its sto-
ries charm the child, its hopes inspirit the aged, and its promises soothe the
bed of death. The niaiden is wedded under its sanction, and the grave i,%
closed under its conforting assuîrances. Its lessons are the essence of reli-
gion, the seminal truths of tlicology, the firat principles of morals, and tho
guiding axsioms of political econoniy. Martyrs have often bled and been
burut for attachment te it. It is the theme of universal appeal. In the
entire range of literature no book is so frequently quoted or referred to.
Thle nxajority of all the books ever published have been in connection with
it. The fathers commnted upon it, a-na the salbtie divines o! the Mddle
Âges refined upon its, doctrines. It sustained Origeu's scholarsbip and
Ohrysostom's rhetoric. It whettcd the penetration o! Abelard, and exercised
the keen ingenuity of -4qiiin2-s. It gave life to, the revival of letters, and
Dante and Petrarcli revellcd ini its imagery. lt augmonted the erudition o!
Erasmus, and roused the blessed intrepidity of Luther. Its temples are the
finest specîtacus el architecture, and t'ho brightest triumphs of mnusic are
associated -vith its poetry. The text of no ancient author lias summc>ned


