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The groumd is white with frost and snow,
‘The sleighs are darting to und fio,
The sky is bright and clear.

While at each coruer of the street,
Sleigh toads of turkeys you will.meds,
‘T'o grace the coming year.
And plump and rosy cotntry cousing,
Ate flocking into town by dozens,
To buy their winter gear.
The men are laughing, joking, sparking,
Yiys are gomting—ilogs are barking,
‘Ihere never, sure, Was seeh such larking
In any other year.
"The merchants sing a doleful song
About hand times, with faces -long,
No money to be had.
No cesh to pay for funn produce,
And scarce cnough fér their own use,
It never was so bad.
But what care farmers for such things,
They till their lands—andfeast like kings,
And all are wannly clad.
‘They feed their stock aud raise their wheat,
Their girls make stockings for their feet,
With good dry wood their stoves they heat,
And should they not he glad ?
In Front Street Wilson may be seen
Chuckling o’cr his “ Magazine,”
Inall its splendid colors.
dle rabs his hands and strokes his chin,
While new subseribers dropping in,
Pay hiin down the dollars.
Fag Josephy Waison is ‘Lot Rlv |
11¢'s got two strings to every low
That he holds in his fist.
The # Magaziue? he’ll first present,
But if on saving you are hent,
He tries his grand ¢ Experiment,”
"To gt you on his list,
Next comes along quite sleek and civil,
The little harmless « Printer’s Devil,”
Who tukes the papers round,
No iinp from the infernal fold
Did cver look so blue and cold
Upon the frozen ground.
e blows his fingers as he gocs,
And with his mittens rubs his rose,
And hastens on with joy.
1le greets you with the best of cheer,
Aundwishes you all # a happy New Year,”
Give what you please, and never fear,
T will please the “ Carrier Boy.”

POSTSCRIPT.
Alas! the snow’s entirely gone,
‘Ttie thaw has come—the stezghing®s done,
We're used up now 1 guess,
What shall we do2—our hopes below
Melt just as fast as ice and snow,
Or our # New Year's Address.”
What cartiage now is to be fonnd,
To bear us o’er the bare black ground,
And puddles in the strect.

How shall we make ourannual calls?
How shall we go to all the balls?
‘The mud ~2 slush our sight appals,

And clogs up all our feet.
Thedimes now sadden us the more,
For in cach idle shop andstore,

They’re makiug up their bills.
What can they do—~wath well ffled shewves,
3¢t ime to try and Lelp themsclves,

Ard £l their empiy tills,

=
Bluck Snipes nre Ayl ‘rpugh the nir,
With lengthy bills, (not *- bills of fare,)
The boldest heart they well may scare;
‘They’re worse than Doctors® pills,

A Merry New Year” intime of need:
A friend is now a friend indeed §
Ye Guils giveus a lift!
"Send us some frost with lots of snow,
Uantil the reads are hard below, K
Just for * a New Year's Gift;?
Aund free the writer from the bore,
Of two imps wuiting at hisdoor,®
Trpatient all the time.
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And last ot all on this great day, v
Of gifts and gahble, think I pray,
‘F'hat there will be the « Devil to pay,”

For this poor stupid thyme,

* A fact.
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CHAPTER VL.
MUNIFICENCE OF MONTEZUMA,—THE
ROYAL BANQUET—THE REQUITAL—
THE EMPEROR A PRISONER IN HiS
OWN PALACE.

¢ Was that thunder 1?

Those splendid halls rescund with revelry,
And song, and dance lead on the tardy davwn,

From the hall of his fathers in anguish he fled,
Nor again will its marble re-ccho his tread,
(Continued from our last.)

The monarch was thunderstruck at the charor,

whil- !A';,.ns.;.s(.'u'ga...f hi femzittend s ethan semiizhe

ed near his parseat, with difficulty restmined the
expression®of their indiguation at the disrespectful
tone of the address, so unlikethat to which the royal
cars were accustomed.  He peremptorily denied
the charge.  But Cortez was niot to be foiled thus,
He knew that he hadnow gone too far 1o retracty
and that the change of feeling now prodizced would
ensure his speedy destruction, irhe failed of sccuringg
the ohject of the present inteiview., e, therefore,
repeated the charge, assuring the monarch that
such was thebelief of all his men, and that nothing
would convince them of his innocence, or make
them willing to rest quictly in the capital, but the
consent of the king to trauster his residence, for a
time, to their quarters, Aud this he boldly de-

manded of him, in the name of their common | ;

sovereign, the great ing of Castile, and he could
not refuse ohedience, without breaking allegiance
with him.

«When wasit ever known,” exclaimed the as-
tonisked and offended King, ¢ that the menarch ofa
great people voluntarily left his own palace, to be-
<comea prsoncr in the camp of a foreign nation,.—
1£ T should consent to such indignity, my own sub-
sects woullevery where ery out agninst it, and a
storm wonld be rised, which conldonly he hushed
when the last Spauniaxd was sacrificed to the ont-
raged honor of their king, and the wruth of their
offended gods.”

# No my imperial lond,” replied the politic and
smooth tongued Knight, « your majesty entirely
misapprehends my meaning, and the position in
which I would place you. 1 only propose a tem-
porary removal from oneof your yoyal palaces to
another, a thing of frequent occurrance, and there-
fore not likely to excite remark among your people.
You can bring all your houschold and your coust
with you, and have the same royal attendance, as
younow do.  This showof confidence and regard,
on your part, will inspire my men with new con-
fidence in your kind intentions, ard give stability
in the cyesof your own people, to tuc friendly re-
lations existing between us,?

Montezuma still protested that it was unworthy
the dignity and majesty of the sovercign lond of
Anahuac, thus to submit his motions to the dircg-
tion of strangers, as it was a daring presumption
and impicty, on their part, tosuguest it. e there-
fore, peremptorily declined the propesal, and re-
quested the general to say no more about it, if he
woull retain the position he now held in his regand,
and that of his people.

Upon this, the iron-souled Castilian agsumed a
loftier aspect,and a bolder tone, and abruptly as-
stred the monarch that it was a point he was notat
liberty to dispense with.  Irhe would not remove
peirceably and quietly to the Spanish quarters, he
nust be carried there forcibly, though it should in-
volve a struggle that should drench the palace in
hlead, and sacrifice the life of every man in his
army.

Suddenly, the spirit of the monarch was gone.—
His old dread of the white man revived in all its
power. He felt himself compelled by the destiny,
to doas he was required,  Signifying his assent to
the langhty demand of the stranger, he ordered his
nobles to make ready his palanquin, that ke misht
g0 in royal state, and not appcariu the eyes of his
suhjects, as he passed along, as » prisoner in his own
capital.

With looks of astonishment, not untningled with
indignation, the proud chiefs obeyed, tnarching un-
der their royal burden, with solemn peace and
downcast looks, in uttersilence, but nursing in their
heartsan jmplacable hatred agninst the insulting
Castilians, and a burning rage, which was yet to
burst upon their devoted heads inan overwhelming
storm of wrath,  As they passed the threshold of
the impezial palace, which their once proud but
now humbled lord was never to recross, they
heaved a deep sigh, as if’ the dark shadows of the
future already hung frowningly over their heads.—
It was responded to by a deep, mysterious, sepul-

charal graan. which Gugmmltm« eSramthe vers
\ g

heatt of the éarth, while, at .hc same instant, a
royal eagle, sailing proudly; over the capital, struck
by an invisible leaden messenger fiom one of the
sure-sighted marksmen in the Castilian camp, flut-
tered inhis lofty flight, drooped his strong wing,
and, with a terrible death shriek, the hlood stream-
ing freely from tus wound, fell into the court, at
the very feet of the royal procession.

The fate of Montezuma, and of his empire, was
now scaled,  He had, with his own hand, taken
the crown fromn his head, and laid it at the feet of
the Spaniard,  And. more thanall, hehad humbled
himsclfin the eyes of his own subjects, and dimin-
ished, though few were kardy enough to avow it
the profound respect and reverence with w hxch
they were accustomed to regard him.  Tohis own
Immediate honschold, he had represented this re-
moval as a voluntay act of courtesy, on s part,
designed to compliment the strangers, by becoming,
for atime, their guest, and to inspire them, by his
personal presence 2mong them, with confidence in
his professions of regand, as well as to show his
own people how strong the hond of amity was be-
tweent them., At the same time, however, that he
assured them of his personal safety and s coufi-
dence that all would end wetl, he recommended his
wivesand children to leave tam, for the present,
and take up thetr abode in lus rural mountain pal-
ace at Chapoltepec.

The thmid and sensitive Tecuichps was thrown
into the deepest disitess by this suggestion. She
could not doubt the repeatedassurances of her royal
father, mud yet she could not divest herself of the
sad impression that his liberty, and perhaps his
life was in danger, *u thus separatiag himself from
the strong arms and devoted hearts of his own peo-
ple, his natural protectors, and throwing himsclf,
unamiced, into the gartison of'the fearful strangers.
What sccurity could she have that he wonld ever
return, or that vivlence would not be offered to his
sacred person by those who looked upon him only
as the vassal of their own sovereign, to be used for
his purposcs and theirs, as their own sclfishness

and rapacity might dictate.

1t Leave us nnt, my dear father,?? she exclaimed,
“or at Jeast compel not us to leave you. Rather
in darkness and in trouble thanat any other tine,
wonld we stand at your side, to administer, as far
es we may, to your comfort, and to chare, aml per-
haps lighten, your sorrows,»

¢ Nay, my beloved child,” the grateful monarch
calmly replied, 1 have no need, at this time, of
your sulace, or your counsel. 1 go amonyg fiiends,
who respect my person and my authority, and who
well hnow that their own safety in LUenochtitlan,
depends entirely upon retaining my friendship,
which alone can shicll them from being over-
whelmed, and swept away like chaff, before the
countless hosts of my warrior bands.  Why then
should [ fear for myself. But for you, and your
other, and your sisters, the camp of the strangers
is not a fitting pluce for you. ‘They have customs
of their own, and are slow to recognize the pro-
peiety of ours, decming us, as they do, an inferior
raceof heings. “They are Lold and free in their
manners, quite too much <o for the refined delicucy
ofan Aziee maiden, oran Aztec matron, as you
yourself both saw and felt, atthe festival of therr
reception.  How shall I expose you to the rude
gaze of these foreigu cavaliers, and perhaps to the
rude speeches of their soldiers,  No, my beloved,
g0 to your retirement at Chapoltepec, and train the
tlowers there for iy coming, which will be at the
approaching festival of the new moon,?

¢« But will you certainly come to us then, my
dearfather?  Karge says? e

“ Trouble me not with the dicams of Karee,
my sweet chuld,  They are not always as loyal as
they should be. I believe 1 amright in what I em
now doing, and I cannot be diverted from it by the
mysiic night visions of your favorite, Go, and iLe
gods, be with you.”

The fiery, high spirited Guatimozin was so dis>
gusted with this act of suicidal cowardice, on the
part of his royal master, that he withdrew et once
from the city, taking with him his servants and re-
teiners, as well as his immense private treasures,
and took up his abode at his country palace or
castle, where he lived in all the pseudo-regal state
and agnificence of ¢ feudal baron, ora petty
sovereign,  Here he opened a correspondence with
a large nurnber of the principal nobles of the reatm,
who, like him, felt that the time had come to pre-
pare for a terrible cuisis.  They concerted no
measures, for they dared not move openly without
the command or assent of their master; but they
excharged sentiments, and encouraged vach other
in their patriotic purpose, to defend their country
from subjugation to a forcign foe, and their aitars
from desecration.

Passing  Chapoltepec on his way, the nobk
Prince sought an interview with his Jovely mis-
tress, to inforin her that while the pledge he had
given, in accepting the proffered rose, over the
sparkling fountain of Tenochtitlan, should be sa-
credly regarded, he must be allowed 10 see with
his own eyes, when danger was near, and to raise
his arm in ber deferce, and in that of his country,
from whatever quarter the threateaed danger might
come. e found her, bathad in tears, wandering
wildly up and down, amid the shade of the tall cy-
presses that overhang and almost bury that moun~
tainietreat.  Her raven hair had escaped from its
pearl-studded band, and was flying loosely in the
brecze; the wonted bloom was gone from her
cheek, and the britliant astre of her dark flashing
eve had given way toa sad and sulxued expression,
which was more in kecping with the uniform mild-
ness and gentleness of her spirit. - Separated x'rom
her adored parent, and bamshed from the cn} of
her lovcand her pride,she began to fecl more deep-
ly than she had ever done, the terror of trese dmk
omens which had clonded her destiny, and marked
ker outasihe doomed Prineess of Anahuac,  Whale.

she could cling 10 Lier father, and feel that she saw,

So saying, ke tore himse!f from her embroce, .
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and returncd to his own apartments to attiie hirn- o |
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