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about, tixe re-establishîinenit of a successful. Imperial. governmnent
could be no longer expeeteci froni the central authiorities-the Em-
peror and the Imperial Diet (Reichstag). Austria and Prussia had
as rivais, now risen to a lieighlt of power wlichl enabled them to lay
dlaim to the leadershxip of the cutire nation. Austria took the
initiative. To the old inheritcd lands of the flouse of fiapsburg
were added as a resuit of the great victories of Prince Bugene
the whole of Hiungary, withi Belgiumni and Lombardy, tixen Tuscany,
Modena, and Gialicia. Accordingl,,y, froin the inhleritance of the old
Empire, that, cardinal princeiple, ixamiely, the union -%ith the Churcli
of Romne, was uusivervingly maintained by its successor. Catholie-
ity enjcoyed to sonie degree its former ascendancy.

But the imuer streugtli of Austria did ixot at ail correspond to
the extent of its doiniions, anxd its ambitions sehemes. In the en-
deavor to, increase its Italiani possessionis, the court of Vienna gave
up Strasbourg; by the cession of Lorraine it paid for the acquisition
of Tusc-any, and to gain Venetia it sacrificed Belgiurn and the l.eft
bank of the fihine. Germnany had good reason to wish that another
power miglit risc by tie side of Austria, wiche slxould proteet the
northern a.nd western borders of Gcrnxan territory. This task fr11
to Pruissia.

Chiristianuity and civilization had been introduced mbt Prussia
towards the close of bbc Crusades, since that time it had been gov-
erned by the grand mnasters of the Teutomîic Order, and then by time
princes of the flouse of Baen rgundcr the titie of dulies. lu
1701 it arose to thc digimity of a kingdfomn, the bible of king being
conferred on Firederick, the son of the great Elector of Brandem-
burg.

is successor, Frederick l'\illain 1, so enlarged his boundaries
and strengtheined his autlhorit.y, that tihe nzaime of Hlohenzollern
began to shine britgla beside that of iFapsburg. fis wvas a nature
iu wbichli te repulsive and thxe iuxposing,- bbc uncoutli and the :ad-
inirable. wvere elosely imited. But his reigu -%.aýs time rough, rude
bridge wvhichi ]cd to a Frcde.rick, tbec Great, anid the reigu of the
Great Frede"ick %was thiat other bridge wvhicli led to, the powerful
Priissin Ringdonx froin -ivhic m 'vas to spring 'a moew Gerimanl E n-
pire.

'ÇVhen rcdcrick Williamn dicd, iii 174-0, his son was prepared
to take ille reins of goveruimenit witl a Com'prehlensivenes o£ grasp
of whicm his father vas inaa ee Tim ntchcd from time Court
of Vienna, lu a bold atfack- tie noble province of Silesia, and then
made good lis clainx to it ini ami unprccdentcd war of seven yczars'
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