
Laughter.

HAT is laughter? P1t is something wvhich wve ail see, wvhich,
wve ai1 knowv, which w~e ail do. Yet howv mnary have
given thought to the mnatter and conscientiously asked
thernselves WliVy do 1 laughi, and vhat is iaughiter P

Doubtless if one were to attempt to answer the question, lie ivould
say : Il 1 Iaugh because of joy, or because something is funny ; and
laughiter is, - er, well 1 know it, but 1 cannot exactly say what it
is-" Lt would be perhiaps difficuit to give a real, scientific definition
of thiat strange, intangible something called Iaughiter. Doctor
Overton, a celebrated physician of Newv York defities it as Ila suc-
cession of short inspi ration,-." B3ut just why this succession of short
inspirations and this puckering of the face should invariably and
spontaneotisly follow upon the liearing or seeiing of somiething funny,
or upon the dischiarge of soi-e pent-up emiotion, is a difficult question
to clecide. It is one of the many wonders xe find in the miake-up of
that ingenious piece of mechanism, man.

L-aughler is peculiar to nman. Lt is a God.given gift, a distinc-
tion, specific characteristic. a channel. ilirough %vhich is dischiarged
the burden of emotions peculizr to manî. He alone aniong ail animais
lias a reasonisng intellect, and to tlîis wve L...n trace the cause ot
I augh te r. He alone by his superior endowmients is able to perceive
the sense of hiunior. H4unior is that quality oft he imagination whichl
«ives to ideas ain incongruous or fantastic turn, ,,tlicli excites nîirth.
But iii order to have these ideas ini the first place, an intellect is
nlecessary, for an idea as St. Thiomas dermnes it is "a representation
of soniething imipressEd in ilhe mmiid." Thus we can reason out the
relation of humor and iaugier %viti the intellect, and we find tiit
both are dependent uipon it, and that if there wvere no intellect there
would be no humior, and if there were no humior there would be no
laughiter. Laughlter then îs a sign of inte~lligence. But it is even
more thian illis ; it is a sign of.the limit and imperfection of the
humaîî intellect, for wve find out from; Scriptural history thiat Christ,
the nost perfect man whio ever lived, neyer once laughied during I-is
eritire li(e.

But you say now a dog laughis. A do- neyer laughis. He nmay
be so trained as to twist bis face tthroughi a nunîber of various con-
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