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Knox College was opened last week
for the fiftieth time. The institution
has had its difficulties, but, as compared
with almost any other college, its halif
century of work has been accomplished
with very littie friction. Its riitieth
session opens with more money, more,
students, more friends and more influ-
ence than it ever possessed before. The
Presbyterian who doeS not thank God
for ali that Knox has been honoured to
do in the last fifty years must have some-
thing wrong with him.

Professor MacLaren is ome of cthose
highly favoured men with whom the
Church and the world deal kindly. The
Church supplied him with a timely top-
ic for his opening lecture a few years
ago, when he let in some much-needed
light- on the organic union question;
the world gave him a good subject for
his lecture of last week. There are few
subjects on which the public need whoie-
some teaching more than on the per-
manent obligation to remember the Sab-
bath day to keep it holy. Loose views
on the Sabbath are threatening the very
existence of the Church on this contin-
ent.

e e

Dr. Reid is the only minister in the
Chureh who has seen Knox College open-
ed fiity times. He may not have veen per-
sonally present at all the early vpeniags,
but he was pastor of the Grafton and
Colborne congragations four years be-
fore Knox began to exist. Forty years
ago he was appointed to his present pos-
ition, and has rarely been absent from
the opening and closing exercises during
all that time. If im good health and
strength, the venerable Doctor should be
a promiment figure in the semi-centen-
nial year. He knows more about the
inner history of Knox College than all
the rest of us put together.

The Children’s Ald Society, of Toron-
to, Is entering upon an enlarged sphere
" of usefulness and responsibilities under
an additional staff of officers, by the

appointment of Rev. Edward Starr as’

Agent and Secretary. This is a most
beneficent charity. Through its Fresh
Air Fund, five thousand children and
mothers have during the summer had
the benefit of an outing at a cost to
the Society of %936. 1ts objects, sick,

and mneedy children with their mothers,

appeal to every heart; its support is
purely from the voluntary contributions
of the charitable, and as winter is ap-
proaching, now is a good time to come
to the help of those who are actively
interested and engaged in this good
work. )

I;v now appears that ‘the poll t
charged Chinese on entering the couh-
try, was not collected from Rev. Dr.
MacKay for Mrs. MacKay, but that she
was detained on board'che vessel un-
ti1 the officers looked up the law ap-
plicable to her case. surely the offi-
cers of thé Dominion Government oh the
Pacific coast where Chinese are continu-
ally entering, might be expected to
know the law without subjecting a lady
in the position of Mrs MacKay to even
the Inconvenience of detentionh for a
time, besides the pain and annoyahce
caused at the very threshold of the
country by such treatment. One would
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suppose also, that the document of a
Britisn Coasui an any parc of the world
would at once pe aceepted as satistac-
tory-by any intelligent Dominion oinl-
cer. A correspondeni mentions that
there comes wich Dr. MacKay to vis.t
Canada, a Chinese student who has hau
tO pay tue poll tax. It this 18 s0 it
ougut, by ali means, to be promptly re-

turned. It is outrageous that a4 nat-
lve ot u country to every part of
whieh a  britisn subjecc nas iree ae-
€exy, cuannoc visit every parct  of the

Dominlon or o: the Ewp.re, even witn-
out being subjected to the indignity of
naving to pay a tax for tne privil-
ege. Al thus 18 the law we have some-
tulng to learn yet from the Chinese.

The Manitoba school question is again
up belfore the courts for adjudieat:ono.
1he injtial proceedings, because oi their
unusual character, have provoked a good
deal of comment in the secular press,
not for the most part, of a favorable
kind. We regret to see himts thrown
oul in some quariers, indicating a 1eel-
g ol possible political leaning in tne
acrion vaken. Nothing almost could be
wore unfortunate than that there should
be any well-grounded cause tor such a
feeling.  We shall be slow to think it,
and oanly believe .t, when to do other-
wise s imposwible. Coniidence in the
absoiute 1mpartiality or the judiciary, is
oue of those things wh:ch form the very
toundation of national stability. The
whole country will wateh this case with

the deepest interest, and all the mowre
because it s generally felt thatr this
uew reference looks like, if it is8 not

really an attempt om tihe part of the
Government to evade, what it has been
thought was a final settlement of this
subject by the decision of the Privy
Couneil. We believe that R.C. Separ-
ate Schools have been a mistake in On-
tario, and that the people of Manitoba
are acting wisely in seeking to avoid
a repetition of the mistake in their
province. We shall heartily rejoice,
wliereiore, ii the provimce - should Dbe
successful in this new, and to them ir-
rirating bringing up ot the subject iore-
¢d upon them.

The Prohibition Convention of last
week was, out of sight, the hest meet-
ing of the kind ever held in Ontario. For
the first time in the history of .the ''em-
perauce Question temperance men of all
k:nds are united and are broagnt in a
solid phalanx squarely in front of the en-
emy. Several times during the proceed-
ings the old-time propensity of tempers-
ance men to fire on one another was be-
ginning to show itself; but it was re-
strained by love of the cause, fear of the
fve, divine grace, or some other good
influence. 'rhe campaign has opened in
good style, and the size of the majority
wili depend -largely on the manner in
whicl it is conducted. The balance is
held by a large body of electors who are
not by any means indifferent to the evils
of the liquor traffic, but who are some-
what doubtful about prohibitory laws as
a remedy. There is no doubt that Home
Rule has been hindered more by Home
Rulers than by anti-Home Rulers; and
there is just as little that the plebiscite
may be more injured by the unwisdom
of u few professed friends in each con-
stituemcy than by the opposition of the
liquor traffic. Many of the people are
in a queer kind of humour, at the pre-
gent time. The ties that bind men to-
gether are not as strong as they used
to be; business {8 dull and money I8
scarce in many places; the public mind
is more or less irritated; the Scott Act
is not forgottem —these and other rea-
sons make it somewhat difficult to han-

“dle public questions in 3 manner that

will influence public opinion in the right
direction. Wisdom is the thing most
needed in this campaign. There are
four Presbyterians om the campalgn ex-
ecutive committee, Dr. W. A. MecKay,
Rev. W. Frizzel, Mr. John Cameron and
Senator Vidal. No doubt these gentle-
men will make their influence felt

against the holding of campaign meet-
ings on the Lord’s Day. 'L'he iriends of
the Sabbath have just wom a signal vic-
tory in Toronto ; and it would ill become
Prohibitionists to hold meetings on Sab-
bati, at which speeches not
much of spirituality are punctuated witu
cheers and laughter. It will not do to
suy that if people do not like such meet-
ings they may remaim away. ‘That was
one of the leading positions taken by the
Sunday car men. ' Those who do not
believe n  Sunday cars need not use
them.”” ‘There are week days enough be-
lore the end of January to do all the cam-
puigning necessary without encroaching
on the Sabbath. A man who will not qe-
vote a partv or tne week to campa.gn
work, and who goes to 4 meeting on Sub-
bath to listen and cheer and laugh, be-
Cause ue has nothing to 4o at unome, .s
a slim moral reformer. .T'he people who
" remember the Sabbath day to keep :t
holy,” who rest and worship on the
Lord’s day, are the only men wuo can be
relfeu ol 10 do any K.ad 01 200G WOrkK

“for any length of tune. Why snould Pro-

nib:tionists grieve and perunaps alienate
the best friends of the cause 7

WELCOME HOME.
* em————
““Welcome home! The renowned mis-
sionary, tne Rev. Dr. Geo. L. MacKay, nas
lanueu once more on our shores atter
an absence o1 twelve years. L'ney have
been years of tragic interest and -tri-
umphant success. He well deserves a
period orf rest; and yet tue rest of in-
action 1s foreign to lhis nacure. It is
about twenty-cwo years since he set
sail for Formosa, and during all that
time he nas enjoyed put oae urlough.
His many privations and dangers, uls
mdefatigable labours, togetner with
“the care of all the churches’ under his
superintendence, would have broken
down an ordinary man iong ago. But
Dr. MacKay, paysically and 6‘hcrw1se, i8
not an ordinary man. Having landed
at Tamsui early .n 1372, he began the
study oi the Chinese languag® at once.
So rapid was his progress, that in eight
montus he began to preach the Gospel
to the natives in their own tongue. But
malignant persecutions began about as
soon as he entered the place, and his
objeet became known. Tne deluded idol-
aters would intrude on the lonely stran-
ger's privacy in his cheerless chamber,
jibe at him, jostle up against him, spit
1n his face and otherwise aggravate and
maltreat him in the hope of driving
“the foreign devil” (as they called him)
out of the island. They even turned
lepers into his room to annoy him. All
this was borne by the missionary with
a degree of Christian tforbearance and for-
tituue which astonished his persecutors.
The ringleader in those persecutions was
4 young man of powerful physigque and
high mental endowments, whose name
Was Ahoa. He was struck with the

him.
interviews followed. The Spirit of God
was preparing the heart oi Ahoa for

the firsv convert in Northern Formosa,
Then the foremost persecutor became
the foremost helper and has continued to
be such ever since. His splendid talents
as thinker, orator, administrator and
leader of men, .were thrown without re-
serve into the service of his new Mas-
ter. The rapid increase of converts
which followed, has seldo:i been equall-
ed in the history of modern missionsy.
The F.M. Committee’s report of 1873, the
next year after our missionarf landed
in Formosa, tells of ‘‘tive converts from
heathen.sm baptised, of numerous inquir-
ers, of a little chapel built by the
natives, opened for public worship, ang
other matters of interest.” And the
work has advanced from that time till
the present at an almost uniform rate
of progress. Now the number of con-
verts is about three thousand and the
number of preaching stations scattereq

savour.ng
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over North Formosa, between sixty and
seventy. But the arch-eifemy was Dot
iule.  Persecutions multiptidd. Our mis-
sionary s lirte was in constanc danger 10T
severul years. His turilling experien-
¢€s with hus inteaded murderecs and h.8
almost muraculous cgCapes were p.ecises
ly similar to taovse of Dr. Paton .0 ran-
na. In spirit as .n esperiences the two
great missionaries resemole each other.
rach has been incessanc in labours, r1ear-
less in dangers, strong 1n iaitn anag wills
ing to die n n1s Master s service at &
moment’s notice. put Dr. MacKay will
soon be among us and wiil tell us hus
tale in Lis own iascinating way. May
tne effect on the Churen pe equal ©o
that produced by his visig thirteen years
4go. Then ,the contribution to FKForeign
Mussions  doubled at a bound, and tue
inereased Liberality has continued and has
_b‘een steadily advancing ever s.nce. May
s b scin Jurvner biessed 1n uhe
spiritual quickening o1 the Church.
‘
THE WEEK,

Vis, o

—

Three events have marked the week
which deserve more attention than sim-
Ply to be cironicled and pass out of .
aotice. The first of these was the great
#rohibition Convention, whose meetings
were held on '1‘ues(fay and Wednesday,
October third and fourth. This meeting,
We venture to say, will be a memorable
one in the history of prohibition in thils
country. 1f we may adopt the figure
used by one of the speakers, applied first
by General Grant to the British soldiers,
Wwho marched past him at Gibraltar, this
gathering had in it, “‘the swing of con-
quest.”  The number of delegates alone
was a significant factor in jts power.
Nearly one thousand from all parts of
the Province, representatives of every
form of temperance work, of all classes,
creeds, and political parties, earnest, in-
telligent looking people. The number of
disciples who met together in an upper
chamber at Jerusalem was one hundred
and twenty, and from these went out a
POwer that revolutionized the civiljzed
world.  What is not possible in the
way of moral reform in our land to one
thousand earnest men and women ?

Another striking feature of the Con-
vention was its perfect harmony. What-
ever the case may have been in ‘commit-
tee meetings for arranging detdils, and
there, we believe, it was substantially
the same, not a note of discord was
heard in the great mass meetings which k
two evenings in succession filled thé Hor-
ticultural Hall. If union js strength,
there is strength in this Dresent prohibi-
tion movement, and this in®addition to
uumbers. These were the leaders; be-
hind them are the strong battalions. To

i numbers and unions must also be added

what no ome could help seeing and feel-

ing, earnestness, hopefulness aad enthusi-
; asm.

The mass meetings in the evening,

. 4 completely filiing the spacious hall, were
forgiving spirit of this fo.lower of Jesus'¥}

and asked 10r a private interview with
This was cordially granted. Many

an inspiring sight. The speaking in ev-

' ery case was good, and in several quite
' above the common level.
H

;’, ness, intepigence and enthusiasm of the

 great audiences bore up and carried on
the r.ception of the Gospel. He became .

The earnest-

the speakers, and they ‘in turn lifted up

. and swept anard and upward their hear-

ers. Hope, confidence, enthusiasm were
the key-notes of the evenings, were the
augury, and carried in them the prom-
ise of victory. At the same time, it
must be noted, that there was a full
understanding expressed by the 'speak-
ers, and felt throughout the audience, of
the gravity of the present crisis in the
history of this movement. If it fail now
the result will be, if not disastrous, to
at least throw hack for years the at-
tainment of the great object towards
which temperance organizations of every
kind have for years been working. Ae-
cordingly, it was again and again em-
phasized, that what was wanted on Jan-
uary 1st was votes, every vote that could
possibly be brought out, so that :there
should not only be a majority in favour
of prohibition, not only victory, but an
overwhelming majority, a decisive, tri-



