
394

G3,otce ~tteratute.

TUJE FA Il 1URE 0F 1DA Vil)BERRY1.

Mr David Berry tised ta kecp lis shop la a sial woadcn
building in is own yard, and %vorked steadiiy there a great
many years, being employed hy a large manutacturing coi-
pany in Lynn at slng and heeling înen's boots. Thert wtt-e
just sut h smali blhoe shop!, .îs bh s sttered anong tht villages
and alang the country raads. Most ai tht (armets koew
somethiig af the shoe-making trade, and thty and their sans
wvorkcd in tixir warni little shops la winter when :hey lad
nothing cisc te do, and sa addcd a gond deal aift-cadi' money
ta their narrov inconies. Tht great Lyna teams, pied bîi
ivith (Jean wooden shoe boxes, came and went aiong tht hîgli-

Nvays at regular ties ta deliver and collect tht îvork. Mlaay
oi the îv'men bouad shocs, and sometimes in pleasant
weather laïf-a-doien friends carne together wlth their lundies,
and had a bit ai friendly gossip as they stitched. The littit
shops n'ere onli' large enough for the shat lenclies, wth
shiny lcather seats and trays afi smail toils, sprinkied wth
steel and n'ooden shat pegs and snarled wtb waxed ends ;
fûr their wvîtistones and lapstanes and asts, and the rîîsty,
raging littie slaves, with a lrokca chair or twa, whcre idiers
or cistomets coutld r'ake tîtiseives permanently comiortalle.
No waman's brooni or duster lad any righ:ta invadc the
pungent, leathery, dusti', pasty abodes ai shoc.niakng ; these
belonged ta mcn, and bad a rudenesb akia ta savagety, ta-
gether îiîh a deightul, definite sort ai hcspîtality as warî
as tht almosphere itseli. Il there wcre net a life-sustaining,
broken panie ai glass somewhere, tht door had tablefhe ajar.
There wcre apt ta le apples an the 11gb wiadaw ledges, and
anyone mght choose the besi and cal ii, and tîron' tht cote
dama amang tht chips ai teather. Tht shociaker usually
badl a dag, which %vagged an impartial tai at cadi fitW-
conter; for the shonemaker always sat a the sait place, and
socîety came and iaund liii there, and tohd ncivs and beard
it, and wcnl awai' again. There ivere soie mca who passed
their lime as guests ia shoiakers' shaps, especiaily laniin-
ter ; their iives were fortunate ianliavîng other sources ai
ancome, and nerely laoked oui for their rîghts ta tht malter
ai ntîghbaurhood ntwvs. These shoemnaktrs' guests wcre a
distinct and recoaized class. Thete neyer wert niany of
theci, and thty* oaci had a sufficitat excuse for idlentss,
cîther tn ileir dîtigent iives, or soie sight physicai hindrance
ta active labour.

One can nat bllon' a fanmer as lie plougîs lius furrows ta
a cayey fied and expect thetlime ta be gtven ta steady can-
versation, but a shatiaker sits aIl day pounding, pegging,
and siiently slaping leather with his tim sharp kaife ; sits a:
tht reccîpi of custonm and news. Ht ikes ta have bis lime
beguied witl idie talk; lit graws wise la many ways. and
deeply reflective as lie graws aid. The humbe liera at Ibis
bncie tale, Mr. David Betry, ivas one ai the pleasanres: and
wisesi and least preiudiccd ai shociakets. You could net
spcad fiveminutes' pegging ime wth bin and miss bearingan
cver-to-be remembercd iece ai rural wisdam, soie ight coin
oficountry speech, bearingîthestampoitthat min: mhtre wiî
lds tht bammer.

Hit mas always an oid-looking man for lits years, and as
wise ai caunitenance as a Grekl philosopher, Ia the days
wbea parishioners lisîened criticaliy ta sermons, and on Mion-
days and Tuesdays argued cxcitcdly far and against the min-
ister's opinions, bx. David Berty, îbçugh neyer a ierce
partisan, could ahways keep the points and heads ai tht dis.
couises very cîcar la bis mind. Ht was miuch respccted
amang tle aid residenîs ai thetotwa, and ahways made
J udge Hutton's and General Batstow's bcst boots, and pa-
tienîhy rcpaired tle loolgear ai hli tht mea and wamcn of bis
aeighbourbood. Everythiag prospcred mith Iiminl eariy lfe ;
lis wife %vas busy and cheeriul, aad beiped hlm toara,
thougli ooy coul'd help bimtuta ave. His sîeady business
'b raught l no ulLn akadcsa aklgieta pai' for their bausc and bit ai land in course ai lime,
but David Betty mas anc ̂ hl iked ta give for givîng's sake ;
lie believed iith al bis licart in foteiga missions; lie con-
sidercd tht poor, and mas la ever way a generous ian.
People dîd not notice titis trait at first, because lie neyer bad
large sums ta gîve, and ont neyer loaked for lits craniptd
bandwrî:îng ai tht hcad ai a subscription papcr, but you
always miglit find it Iciore you came te thtead.

Evcrtiing prospered untitl he and lis wife mere fat- pas:
middle lite, and tIen suddeaty became aivare tla: tle growtîl
of thetowa mas leaving tbem ai anc side. Thet udt ofbusiness
lad swcpt away frait tht aid st shop. Sonietimes Mt-. Bery
dîd net bave a customer ail day, and bts wift came aut n'îtb
bcr seming and sa: an the doar-step ta kecp hi company.
Tht idiers lad disapptat-ed, sanie ta anothex- worhd, and the
test evidently lad iolowed the track af business; îley were
off ai tle square ooking a: meanm'ba drovte atm horsts by
and tt-îed ta look unconsciaus:; ai mercantile sîrangers wha
came ironi Boston ; ai tht. greai braick walls oaille nom' madis
wbich ivere gcing ta bring se mucli moncy ta tht toiva.
Praiessianai idlers bave ne spirit af hoyaty, itey fnd oc-
cupation in tht occupation aifailiers, and tIey arc fend of
novelîy.

Business lad gone ta anoiher part ai tle town, and it
mas the plaînest sort ai gond stase ta fallaw il. Ont marn-
tng, aiter much tralîmng bac.k and forward, an express wageon
was backcd op te the doar <f tht litte shot shop in David
Berry's yard, and oadcd ithithe lead st beach and the
rusti' slave, and ail the scît-heaiher and aid shees and bots,
and tht idler's chairs, and a great quaaîity of qutcr-shaped.
wooden lasts, and these wcre soon bestcwed, looking meagre
enouglin l a narrow, brick store doiva tawn. Thtet-cnt bad
been a great lion la îhe way te a mar ia lo ad neyer pad
any tent ; but Mrm Betry mas sanguine, and had no senti-
mentah îles te tle aId sîop, which sie lad ahways comphaiaed
nif as a dirti' pace and a templation ta tht leafcrs of that
nctghbourhoad. Belore long site succccded la gttîng a gond
affer for île empîy little building from a neiglibour who mas
eaiarging Ils lien-bouse, and couhd flot uact-stand wby lber
lusband mas slow ta seize tapon such a good handîtllai ready
mancy, and, evenafater le lad takea it, would ne: siny a:
lame and lead a laad ai the moving. Mirs. Betty dechared
abat the yard ooked a greai deai better withoui the aid st
shop. She could sit. ai ber (avanrtea window in tht kit-
clici now, wbere thtehlit mas best, and leok Jat dowa the
stret, as sIc neyer could belort, tu sec the people passtng.

"MHE CANADA PRESBYTEIAN.

But David Berry feit aid and bewildered in bis tiew
quarters. The liglt was flot neariy so good, and bis tools
were scattered, and lie had to get up aad cross thetaro hait.
a-dozen times in an haur, when iormerly he hadl only ta re.ach
ta the sheif above his hcad or across ta the cutting hoard.
He put up some signs in bis window, rmade for him long agn
ont ai frendsbip by one of the idIers, whasc anly gift was ane
for arnamental penmanship. Il Boots and Shats Repaired
Whilc You WVait " was the mast prominent ai these, and
hrought the industriaus little man a goad many hurried tea
cent jabs ai pegging and heeling. Saime ai bis aid friendst
follawed him ; those wha cauld afford ta have their bootsr
nmade stili did sa, for David Berry bad woan cansiderable t-e-1
nown for making caniiortable shats. But almnst every ane in 1
the fast-growing, extravagant, litte town thought it better ta
spend twa dollars three ttmes in the six manths than five dollars*
once, and ready-madc boots and shoes wcre caming mare and9
more inta favour. Stili there was work L.lough ta do, tbough1
lie was flot haîf sa friendly and pleasant as it used ta be ;1
and it alîvays secmed strauge ta the little, round. shouldered,i
aid man ta take bis long walk down the street after breakfast,1
and put the new key inta tht lack af an unfamiliar doar.i
Mrs. Berry thought that ber husband bail lacked exercise, and
that bis walk did him good. She pramnoted hi ta a higher1
station ai respectability in ber awn mind because lie had a(
store dawrx tawn, even thougli that store was a queer litteie
three-carnered place tuckcd ilarat thet head ai the street be-
twe twa large blocks.1

There was anly a north light ia the aew shap, and this
seemned strange ta a man who had been brawned like a ptece
ai the leather lie worked upan, because, small as the aid shat
shap was, there werc five windows in it, facing east and west
and north, hesides the upper-baîf ai the door, which was
glazed, and faced ta the soutbward. Ia dark weather, as tht
autumn came on, lie had ta liglit up early, and the care ai tht
threc lamps, which were necessary for tht new place af busi-t
ness, seemed very troublesame. But bc pegged and poundedi
away bravely. Tht aid benclF and tht lapstane and ail the
tools wcre familiar, if tht surroundings wcre not. Ht atea
said ta hîiself îthalebshouid have feek like a king wben
hc ivas a youngjaurneyman ta have had sucli a good location
and autlook for business as this. There was .An apportunity,s
beFides, for malzing new friends. An otd railar with a waoden(
leg came in anc morning ta have bis anc boot patched. and
tht twa men instantly recogaized a capacity for comiortablei
companionship in anc another. David Berry bail made anc
wretched fishing voyage ta the batiks before lie floaily set-
tled uoon bis trade, and this made him a more intelligent lis-1
tener ta tht 111e history ai a mariner than was commonly ta1
bc found.t

Sa the aid sailor was tinmolested in the best seat by the
stave, by the time winter lad set in. There was a poor,
hit child, too, wha came almost every day, and sat by the
work bencli and watched tht sharp kife and tht round-htad-
cd hammer, the waxcd ends and tht lapstant do their work.1
Mr. Berry bail seco the litte thing as bce went ta bis work int
the moaing, and it being natural ta himta t inspect peopi's
shots befote he glanced at their faces, le hadl been campas-e
sionate toward a worn-out sole, and offered bis services at
mcnding it. The child put ber little hand into lis, and they
walked along tagether ta tht shop. She was a poor, littît
body, and grateful for tht tuxuriaus warmtb and for an
apple, but the mcnded shot she took, quite as a matter ai
course. Ever since, she' had came every day for a whi-
ta sit beside the bench, ta rua errands, ta love tht kind
aid man and look at him eagrly-but imb what crevice af tht
tawn sbe disapptared wben she %vent out ai tht stlap dont, lhe
neyer knew.

It came inta Mr. David Berry's thouglits sametimes la the
aid sbop bow lie had pegged away on bis beach year aiter1
year, and haw many mea and 'vomen lad kept hlmn company
for a tume and then disappeared. There had been six minis-
ters ai tht parish ta whch lie and bis wi(e belanged, and they1
bad ait gane away or ditd. It sometimes seemed as if le
were gaing ta peg away foreyer îust tht samne, and thetrest ai
tht world change and change; but ta thtse later days tht
world outside seemtd ta fart on its prosperaus and unhîn-
dered way, wble lic was battliag against change huîself.
But for ail that, be liked maay things in tht aew lite. Ht
%vas doing more business, if oniy tht reat were not sa igh ;
and Mrs. Berr was compieteiy satislled with hlm, which was
mas: deligbtiul ai ait. She could not bave treated him better
if lcield watd tht wbole new shoe factory tbat was just
bting ftted with its macbiaery and office furniture. Saine
misguided persans wvtat sa fat as ta suggest that David sbauld
appiy for wvork there, but bis wiie %vas scoraful in the extreme,
and sa, ta tell tht truth, was David himseli. Since his
days as apprentice, and a few mninths spent as a journey*
man in sceing tht shoe-making wortd, bce had beca bis own
man.

Sone lime ivent by, and business seemed just as good, and
evea the cantinuous streai af passers-by la tht street made
tht aId shoemaker tcel as ibecauld na: wark fast enougli ta
keep up with thetitues. There m'as no question among Mr.
David Berry's frieads abnut bis unflagging prospcrity. His
friend, tht doctor, who said always and cverywhere when lie
found epportunity that no shotmaket in town uandtrstoad the
anatomny ai the human foot as M r. Berry did. iaaked at bum
sharplv once or tivice. and asked if bce had liglit enougli, and
if be lad a good appett nowadays, but there neyer m'as any-
tbîng but an unaffcctedly cheerful answer. Tlbe change baad
beca good on tht whole, and tht rent was ahways paid on tht
day it was dut, thougli Mms Berry forgot about it every
quarter, and could flot imagine what ber man did with his
moaty. Think cf îthe work lie had now ! As mucl again as
camne tc, hlm ia bis shop ia the yard. She askcd bim asie-
times if be spent i for nut> and caady, remembering ibat
in bis carly days be badl yilded ta sucli temptatioas, but
David coloured, and shook bis head sobcrly. Ht did buy an
appie or an orange for the little girl someitimes, but bce cenld
flot confess ieven ta bis wift. Mrs. Berty sonîttimes iooed
itt tht place af business, and once or twice blad found tht
child thtre, and asL-ed àliorts of questions, but the aid man
bastentdl ta snggest another sabjeci, saying thai she did no
mischxet, and kept site others out cf that chair who would
be in il and botbcring hlm if sIc wverc sot. When the littie
cierk's anysteriaus grandnother kept ber at homne, Mr. Berty
<etivery lcneiy. Shc was an add, sulent chld;. but they feit
tht warmtixof aicdioiher's affection with'ont a word- being
said. aad wtt-e cantcntecd in their opportunity of bing ta-
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gether. Mr. Bort-y sometimes believed that if tht grand.
niother sbould dit, iram wbomt this stray littie persan ran
away dally as a matter of course, hie shouid try ta Persuade
lis wite ta give tht cbuld a hume. Botore long Mrs. lierry
would need sameone ta help in the bouse ; but al Ibis Rot no
further than being a pleasani holiday ffight ci his imagina.
tien.

Ia the second year ai Mr. David Berry's occtupation ai the
dawa tawa place ai business he yielded ta bad advice, and
eniarged lis business unguardedly. Tht minwha had bought
the aId shat shap came in ane aiglit ta get a pair ai new boots,
and ater beating the price dlowvn unmerciulv, and robbing
lanest David of nearly al lbis siail profits, under pretence of
bard times, and being a neiglibour, and pasi faveurs srîuwn
about buying tht building, lie sat down for a friendly tal,
saying that 1: m'as almast tme for closing up, and then îlhe,
cauld walk home tagether. David m'as glad ta have a romn
panion ia bus cveamng's îouraey af threc*quarters ai a mile
Ht uscd ta go home ta dinner a: first, but of laie it
seemed ta keep hlm out ai bis shap just %vhen tht ilii people
were likely ta wish ta camte la. Tht littie girl was apt ta corne
la nt noon and share bis teast.

IlYeu've gat marc roni than voit want litre," said the un
profitable custamer, laaking about with a lordly air. 9.Wby
don't ynu put in soie ncîv stock? Why daa't you keep
ready-made boots?Il

11I can't recomîcnd tlem tri customers," said the shoc.
niaker, frowning.

IIYeu needn't recammend thprn ; they'll be snapped up
quîck enough if yen keep tht prices iow. Pieaty ai ways of
getting round recommeadations."

David Blerry said nothing.
"And you are doing m'el as yeti are, sa what Vou could

seli extra wauld bce clear gain, and draw la a sîtýht o' foiks who
don't came la no%'. 1 bear they seli second choice shoes ai
tht iactcxty for next ta aothing. My waman gets hers that
way. You se, tle îbread'il break, or tht needie, and mnake
a scratch on tht leataier, or there'il lbe soie ittt delgi.ct, and
the shoe's jus: as gond ta ivear, but 'twon't do ta put ln the
sbipping cases.

'I ain'î gain' ta palm off no such stuff on folks that te-
spect either me or theiselves,"' said Mr. David Betty, red
deninLE.

" Yeu can tell folks just what they bel" urged the pouiîry
tnetchant. Il Site lkes that kind tht best. I can lead ye
something ta stant on ; just as soon tend ye as Dot."

Tht shocmaker rose and put bv lis tools and bis apron,
but made no answter. Tht little girl, wlo was lingering
late, waited until lie had put on bis coat and bat and locked
tht door, te put ber band inta bis and trotted at bis side.
Sam Wescotî m'as amused at the sigît, but ater they passed
tiva or tIree squares, tht chîld slipped away sileatly down the
side street.

"I'14 think tht malter over about extendiag your business,"
lie suggested agala ; and this tume David Berry said, gravely,
that lie woutd think ai it, and ask Mrs. Berry ; then bc
spoke decidedly about other matters, but would bear no more
af business until lhey partedl.

Ht %vent la at tht side door ai bis Iitthe lbeuse, and hung
up bis coat and bat ia tht narrow eatry-way belote le open.
cd the doar ai thet ;.chen. Mrs. Berry was putting soie aId.
fashioned shat hasts lata tht stove. She m'as ahi dressed 'in
lier best, and thtre was a look af festivity; il m'as evident tha:
she had company ta tea

48Step into tht bedroî quick, as yau can, David, an'
put an a clean shirt and your best coat. Mis' Lester is hete,
an bier son's wiit They came over firai West Fams ia the:

stageshopp nad I aver persuaded lem ta spend tht niglu.
Is:trua avez and asked the Wescotts ta came, ton. Iv
been wanîiteasktbcm this great whil ; ycîu know, tbey:re
saie coanection o' tIe Lesters. 1 can't make this fire buro,
ne matter what 1 do. Theta hasts is go: tueolod-tashioned even
ta humn."

"'There, ld 1 hold 1 I exclaimed David, rescuing a lait
frai the very jaws ai tht devouring stave. IlThat hast ain'î
te bce burt ; it's a very particular ancemith me. 1 m'o': have
ve takce any a, ibose in tle barrel.

'<They're ahi onetolame." said Mrs. Betty, 1 'aughing. "I1 mishi
barrel and ahI wtt-e out a' îy way. Came, goý and dress up,
David, and lave sie amîbition besidet laianI' them oId
hasts 1 " Shp: was very busy, but she turncd round ta look
at lii. "Y'u feel weli?" she asked, anxiausty, disturbed
by an unexpimabie change in bis looks. "Now'yoardtc d
se weli, you raight sbùt op sbop for a week, and go off and
have a god visit somewhere. l'd ike a change," she picad.
cd. " There, David Betty, Van don't know how glad 1 le ta
have you ou: a' it hittît sixpenny shot sbep. 1 féetise frce
ta have coîpaay whtus I wanî le, and not ta stop and count
evet-y cent. l'n gcing ta makce some a' my lest tea cakes,
tht kind ibai takes six eggs"

David stand, with tht hast in bis band, loakiag a: lier and
faiatly smiting appraval. Htem'as chihdishhy delihibtd hen
she was pieased witb herseif :nnd'b;m, as sbc appeared ta be
to-niRlit. Then lie îurned and %ý_nt ia:e the bedroom, and
iound bis dlean shirt and satin stock and bis Sunday coat
spreat out for hina on tht bcd.

After tea m'as aver, and thteivomea lad settled daim to
sttady conversation, Sami Wcscatt retut-aed ta tht subject of
tht exterasion ai David flerry's capital, and David raid that
be ladl beca tlinkiag il aver, and believed it would lc ne
bat-m ta try and work off a few dozea pairs ni the faclary
shots. Ht liad put by somethiag for a rainy day, thaugli bis
itathamptred bu ai tle lime, anadbis wood bill ladl been
double what le cxpccted. There m'as no place ta store fite-
wcod at the littît shop, and lie lad bouglit a faot a: a lime aI
an increascd price. Belorte t ea-pat broke up, lie bad
borrowed llfty dollars tram Sam Wescoît. TItre was n-
tbin- raid about the interest beiag put 1cm', beca'ase they wtt-

n- Eig7bous David Betry tel: una-ay about this departure
irai biscruofaineyer borrawing o. *cutle ia t ket
tonch wbr.t tbey lad in the an. 1 wmas ltle enougix, and
yet lis wiie realiy mantod ta fecclbotter offi, nom' tîat site was
in ber prime. For hiimseif,hle m'as aider, and would bc con-
teated ta do without tea parties and tle tea cakes that teck
six cggs. But for sevetal days M-. Berry kept saYnt,
IlWhaî makes you se dtimrb, Davd ? IlAnd David wouid
hock at ber îitb bis s1oà, sinih, and make nuexecuse foi
liiseif.
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